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SIR, 

As it was your fascinating pen that 
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country, the compiler has ventured to 
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dedication. 
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your talents as an author, and a warm 
esteem for your virtues as a man. 

Under the hope that the motive will 
justify the act, he begs leave to sub- 
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Your most obedient, and very 
humble servant, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Since the first publication of Mr. Coo- 
per^s interesting novel of " The Spy, a 
Tale of the Neutral Ground,^ much cu- 
riosity has been excited in the reading 
community, respecting the original of 
that excellent portraiture, Harvey 
Birch. It seamed to be generally ad- 
mitted, that the Spy was not a fictitious 
personage; but a real character, drawn 
from life ; and the author himself inti- 
mates as much in his preface, where he 
admits that '^ a good portion of the tale 
is true.** 

VOL^ I. B But 



X INTEODUCTION. 

But we are happy to assure the rea- 
der, that the fact does not rest upon the 
slender basis of fanciful conjecture. A 
gentleman of good standing and respec- 
tability, who has filled honourable offi- 
cial stations in the county of Westches- 
ter, and who has long enjoyed the 
firiendship and confidence of Mr. Cooper, 
informed the writer of this article, on 

" ! • . • 

the authority of Mr. Cooper himself, 
that the outline of the character of Har- 
vey Birch was actually sketched from 
that of Enoch Crosby ; but filled up, 
partly from imagination, and partly 
from similar features in the lives of two 
or three others, who were also engaged 
in secret services, during the revolutioPT 
ary war. But Mr. Cooper has fce- 
quently assured our informant, that^ 

though 
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though htfdbiid borrowed incidents from 
the lives of others, to coipplete the por* 
trait, yet Emqch C&osby was certainly 
the original Ythich he had in his *^ mind*s 
eye." 

. - That Ahere were several such \secret 
agdnts ixk,th»] service of the leaders of 
the rchrdutton, is a j^ct that is now well 
know^i~ra fact to Whi0h the author al- 
lodte JQlthe first chapter of '' The Spy/' 
where, he sayft — *^ Many an individual 
bti ^ne doiviii to the tomb, stigmatized 
as^a foeMltbe rights pf his countrymen, 
while, in secret, be has been jthe useful 
agentof.the leadera of the revolution." 
Eadi <if . these individ uals might have 
MDtributed a tint, a shade, a line, or 
pierhapfi a ft^ture,^ to the character of 
^- ' B 2 Harvey 
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Harvey Birch ; but we think no one 
can peruse the following pages» without 
being convinced that Enodi Crosby was 
the original model from which that cha^ 
racter was formed. 

It is highly probable, however, that 
Mr: Cooper never saw Crosby ; and^ of 
course, could not - have TeCmVefl the in- 
cidents of his life from his own lips, as 
did the compiler of the following Me- 
moir. But the honourable John Jay^ it 
will be recollected, wa6 chairman: ^f the 
^ Committee of Safety,**' lender whose 
sanction Crosby's secret' services, were 
performed; ^nd we understand it was 
at Mn Jay's resideh^e • thdt tlje no vel of 
** The Spy '• wbs first conceived and 
brought into lesListence. < This venerable 
V : i . (I patriot 
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^triot. (better than ^ny one else, not 
even-iexcepting; the secret agents them- 
^Ives), could fiimish Mr. Cooper with 
every requisite material for the ehardeter 
of Harvey Birch ; although he was un- 
.^^ the erroneous impression, that Enoch 
Crosby had long, nnce paid the debt of 
nature. 

m 

\ 

On learning the foregoing facts, from 
^fae: gentleman alluded to above, the 
writertrf this narrative, being then about 
twenty miles jfrom the residence of Mr. 
Crosby, was induced to pay him a visit, 
;ibr'the purpose of hearing some of the 
incidebts of his life related by himself; 
but without the least intention of ever 
.^committing them to. paper. 

9 3 Although 
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Although perfect' itrangiers tb each 
other, the old gentlemistn gave his visitor 
a cordial reception, and readily coteplied 
with his request; by relating several 
particulars of his own eventful life. 
Some of these were of so interesting a 
nature, as induced his^ auditor to suj^gest 
the propriety of laying them before the 
public. The aged veteran modestly 
waived such a proposition^ considering 
the events of hiB life as of too little 
consequence to claim attentbh fVom the 
patrons of literature. He had never 
seen " The Spy/* as novels were not In- 
cluded in his prefsent courseof ;reading ; 
he was consequently ignorant '6f being 
himself the very hero of tlie tale. When 
advised of this fact, and Solicited to per- 
use the work, he consented; and the 
visitor took his leave. 

A short 



( A short time subsequent to this in- 
Wrviewj Mr^ CixJsby was called to the 
<aty of New-York, to ^ve his testimo- 
ny in an important lawsuit, respecting 
the transfer of some valuable real estate. 
While attending court, in the City Hall, 
-he was recognised by an old gentleman^ 
^ho, hot ha'dng heard oi him for a 
^und^ of years, supposed (like Jay and 
€6oper)^ that Crosby had been, long 
"likice, numbered with the dead. Afteir 
such mutual greetings as are usual on 
dmilar occtidons, Ci^osby's old acquaint- 
ence tumied to the court, and introduced 
'bis Mend as ^ the original Harvey Birch 
*of Mr. Cooper's ^ Spy* 

This anecdote being published in 
some of the daily papers, Mr. Sandford, 

B 4 pro- 



proprietor of the La Fayette theatre, 
politely invited Mn Crosby to attend 
the representation of the drama of the 
" Spy^ which was performed expressly 
for tl\at occasion* 

. Mr» Crosby complied ; and , the cir^* 
;CupGi8tanDe being announced in the pa- 
persi a numerous audience attended^ 
wjip received the old soidier with seve- 
ral rounds of applause, which he modest^ 
ly acknowledged. He. appeared to be 
much interested in the performance ; 
and readily admitted, that some of the 
.incidents tesembled transactions in 
which he himself had been an actor in 
" olden time," on " the Neutral Ground."^ 

How Mr. Crosby was pleased with 

his 
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liis.reGE|itioh. in the city, will be seeti 
i^m the following letter, which he sent 
to ,the : editors of thef *' Journal of Com- 
XXkeKsei" in which paper it appeared on 
,ihe twenty-^rst day of December last, 
1827- . 



*^ Jfhr tke Journal of Commerce. 



'* MESSRS. EDITOltS^ 



^^ It would be an unsatisfac^ 
tory restraint of my feelings, should I 
not express my gratitude to the citizens 
-of Nfetvi^Ydrk, for their kind attention 
to me, during my late visit to that city, 
and particularly to the managers of the 

• • * 

theatre, who politely invited me to wit- 
ness the play called the * Spy* 

» ... • ■ , 

** I was' much gratified with the per- 

B 5 formance; 
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formance; tor, while it leaUedrrtatrfinhid 
those tryifig soeneb of tfaerevbluUonra^ 
war, it also, created happy emotions, in 
reflecting upon the ; glorioiis : ^egidt ) ^of 
our labours during that penlDasr.^tiflM, 
which brought with it IndependeiKSe 
and Prosperity ; and having been spared 
to enjoy those biasings for half a cen- 
tury, and see them still continued^ I 
can lay down my weary and worn-out 
limbs la peace and happiness, to see my 
jfeeble labours rewarded, and niy great- 
est wisbea answered, in gaining our in- 
depend^ee, and the bles(»ngs attending 
it ; and my most earnest and fisnrent 
prayer is, and shall be, that they may 
be pei^petuated to the latest posterity. 
" Yours, very respectfully, 

*' ENOCH CROSBY. 

" December 15, 18!»7." 

The 
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The writer of these pages now felt 
ommnced that the public curiosity de« 
mafided m authentic narrative of Enoch 
Crfifiby's secret ^ervicis, daring the re- 
▼okitionAy war. Under this impres- 
tiatoy he paid Him a second visit ; and, 
after ^mudi persuasion, prevailed on him 
to -mlifee the principal incidents of his 
lift^ in the drder they occurred, while 
fais^ vintot to6k them down^ from his 
lipi^ in ihart'AdMd. The substance of 
the following pages may, therefore, b6 
depended upon as facts, related by Mn 
Crosby himsel£ It is true, the lan^ 
guage ]s» in most instances, the com-* 
pler^^ but the ideas, with very few 
exeeptions, are Crosby'is own« The 
language was changed fyr the two fol- 
lowing reasons :—» 

b6 First, 



First, Tbe ^vent$ and : incideiitr of 
Crosby's lif(9 were related to the. com-* 

4. 

pilar in th^Jirft person, which would 
have precluded mapy other facts, jfropd 
yariousi ^urces^ whjch have a oonnecr 
tion wHb^ or a bei^ring oi]« thpse fur* 
nished by hiniself, By changing the. 
style tp ^ the tbirji person, the compileir 
was at liberty to interweave sgyeral im-t 
portant events, which can oertf^nly d0n 
tract frothing from the iqerit^ of thfi 
workv .. .- • • • ■ -v '■'• 

. Secondly^ The particulars of Crosby'^ 
adventures^ as narrated in the following 
pages, . "were elicited in a cafedietica| 
eolloquy, the style of which is seldon^ 
sufficiently accurate or elevated for the 
page of history; but the facts them-n 

selves 
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selves did all actually occur, with very 
trifling variation. 

The following work has been divided 
into chapters, for the convenience of 
the reader, in making references, &c. 
each of which has been headed with a 
motto, in order that his path, as he 
proceeds through the narrative, might 
be diversified with a few flowers of ac- 
knowledged sweetness. They may be 
*^ read or sung, at the discretion of 
those who honour the book with a 
perusal; or they may be passed over 
unnoticed; for a motto, like a paren- 
thesis, ** can always be omitted without 
injuring the sense.*" 
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EARIrY IM PR£fii0IONS. 

^< Be this brief pi^eoept cvdNly impitft. 
By every parent, on the m&nt breast : 
' Thy belt alne&am let tliy God commind ; 
' But, next to Heaven, adore thy native land." 

[Enoch Crosby, th^ subject of the 
fbUowing :tileinrd[r^ ds'Si qat^ve of Haiw 
1^^^ itt^lfe doi^My' ciif B^n»tftbl^, state 
of 'MiWsaiililiiseWs^." fH %rid'hotn oh 
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native of one of HbXi Biis6Bfii^'ccfl0bief.'^-«4p]r^ tol. i 
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* 

the fourth day of January, 1750, a year 
rendered somewhat remarkable by the 
jfirst indication of a wish, on the part of 
the British Parliament, to infringe the 
rights and privileges of the Ahaerican 
colonies *. 

It would not be an unpardonable hy- 
perbole to say, that the adventures of 
Enoch Crosby commenced at the early 
age of three '^ears, as, at that period, 
he left the place of his nativity, and, 
after a journey of more than two hun- 
dred miles, became a resident in the 
. . , state 



♦ It is well known, that tihe '* mother country" 
•had, for ^ long period^ reaped a xidi harvest £rom 
019 tradi of h/^ eolttnial jsulgec^ ia Norl^ A^^ 
rica. In orde^. to i^eemre a perpetuity- o{ these com.- 
m^rdal advantages, hy compelling her colonists to 
^* let their woiioshops remain in Europe," sundry 
l^fobihitory.acts were passed* by Parliamedt, in the 
jear alluded tp, wibic^ produced coiiaiderable ex- 
titement im ibis'side ^ Atlantio« . 
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^tate.^pf New*rYork.u Hi&.&ther had 
purchased. A fmn in .the : tomiship of 
South-east*, then in the county of 
J!)utcbe$s» /but sinoe. set off as part of 
the county of Putnam, to which place 
he renlQV^ his family in 1758. 



t- 



.. In thia deHgbtful retreat, Enoch pass- 
ed the happy period of duldhood, bless- 
ed with parents whose tenderness and 
affeot&on >vere only lequalled by the reo- 
titude of .their, liveau and ifidulged with 

every 

* This town derives its name from its situatioil, 
being the M)u^A-ea<^ comer of Putnam county. In 
ex^nt^ it is about six miles square^ bounded b^ 
Connectiput on £he east^ and the county of West« 
Chester (the neutnl ground) on the south. The 
fiaoe of the country is rather mountainous and hilly^ 
with numerous little valleys^ running south-west 
an4 north-east. It is well watered by the Croton 
and Mill ijlvers^ and their tributary streams. There 
are> in the town^ five natural ponds^ the largest* 
of which is two miles in length, and one in 
ture^dl^. 
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ievery reasonable gratification that mo- 
derate affluence could procure. 

The natural scenery which surround- 
;ed his piEitemal mansion was picturesque, 
wild, and romantic, and, no doubt, con- 
tributed to tinge his infantile mind with 
that cast of romance and adventure 
which so eminently influenced the ac- 
tions of Im riper y€ars. His earliest re- 
o-eaticms were mmang crogged rocks ai^ 
dizzy steeps, frightful piredpices, roar- 
ing cataracts, and placid lakes. A high 
and romantic eminence, called Joe's 
Hill, which rises near the t^ntre of the 
town; and extends several miles into 
the state of Connecticut, was the the- 
atre of mapy of jtis juvenile exploits, ^ 
were also the flowery banks of the me- 
andering Croton, and the borders of se- 
veral' beatififul pbnds, which lie, like 
ihiiTors, in the bottom of valleys re- 
:flec(ing, frojca their lucid surface, the 

mountains 
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iiiountifti»)s and the- sky^ Endowed by 
nature wiih more tban' oidinary phygi- 
cal advantages, he generally bore away 
the palm from hii playfellows in every 
athlede> exercise; especially such as re» 
quired a; combinaticm ' of personal cou* 
cage; strength^ i^d^ictivity. 

Thus for several: years glided the 
smooth current of his exist^ice, spark- 
ling in the sunbeams of hope, and un- 
mffled by any ^ intruding cares, save 
audi ^ 1^ are incidentiil to the AprU 
iaioming- of life* . As hia mental facul- 
ties gradually developed themselves, 
th^y were doubtless- assisted by sudi 
ipreearioiis lit»ary instruction aa could 
^be 'OpnToiiently obtfluined in a thinly- 
populated district, at a^ period when the 
state of < education was not very pro- 
:mi8ing in any part of the country. 

ip'i^der such du:cumstances, it is jnot to 

be 
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\)e pvemtryeSCth^ a lad/of fourtem.years 
x^ould^ have a very dear idea of the 
political relation^ existing between dif- 
ferent; cOuntriea ; yet there is little doubt 
that the political discussions to whicb^ 
at that age^ he was frequently a^ silent 
listener, had <x>nsid^ble ' influence in 
preparing his mind for the part he was 
destined to perform in the ^reat drama 
^f the revolution. ;. ^ •! 

. • . ■ r « • . •- - . 

These discusdons originated in ce&- 
!tain acts of the Britisliparliamentj whi^ 
were passed in the.year 1764; oneof 
,wfaidi commenoed in the following 
ralanning terms :-*?" Whereas: it is just 
land necessary that a reveniiCr h^. raised 
-in jddneriaa; for defraying rtheexpeneets 
of defending, protecting, and securing 
-the same*, we, the commons, &c. give 

■;:.' ■.".••: . : ;. and 

♦ Tudor, in his life of Otis, gives us the follow- 
sng interesting anecdote :— -When president Adams 

was 
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ind grant tinta yourmigesty, the^um 
df,"" Arc. .£[efi& followed a speoifieation 

■ ' ' '* ^v^ 



-mvB vuniifeer at tb* eoort of St. Jaines^ 'be often 
«aw Ims ooaiiti7]aan>.B«njfaBia Westy Uielalepreai- 
dent of tifc Ro^v^cn^^j^ Mr. Wept always xe^ 
tained a strong and unyielding affection for his na« 
£iye land. Mr. West one day asked Mr. Adams if 
he should like to take a walk with him^ and see the 
cause- of the American. zeTolutkm. Hic; nftoiistto^ 
ksriog; kninm fomcthing of this matter^ smiled at 
the proposal; hvft lold hii& thatihe should be glad to 
aeef Ae'dsuiie of tihsl xevolutioD, atid to take a walk 
withi Hsifidmd W^ aby where. : .. The next morn- 
ing he 08lled^'.icf0iflii^ to agreementi and. took Mr. 
Admns &ito Ifyde. Par)^ to a s^t.near the Setpen^ 
tmeRiv^iidieve lie: i^iM^him the following nar- 
rative :««-^5.Thjj» king came t» the throne a young man^ 
tdhxmnded. by 'flattering courtiers; on^. of i^hose 
fte^pieat ^dipaes it was^ to dedidm against'the mean- 
ness of iii8-.^ilaee; which was wholly unwoi^hy a 
inonarckiorsuchiicoiii^iy.adEngbmd* .Thay.said 
^nlr\thBre ma ndtd^soTerngn in £urope tirho was 
lodged^ soi^rly^ ;:. that hia 'sbixjr> dingy^ old, , brick 
palaoe.of Sti^Japieii; kxdkedlike ftstaUi^ and that 
hb" ought to buiU a pdbu^^auitaUlb to his kipgdoitt. 

'■..■•• .:o..:i^f: • ^•;l ••.•The 
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of duties on certain articles of foreign 
produce, such as sugar, indigo, cofS^, 
silks, calicoes, molasses, and syrups. 

Ths being the first act of the kind 
(avowedly for the puTJpose' of raising a 
revenue ft6m the coldifies,) that had 

. eveip 



r: .,• , 
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The iing^ wks fcmd of exidiiieotu^/>iUid wcniid 

#ero infaeii^tciie* 'Iliig gpol tiiafc ^ou fee l»re 
waS'sdeoted fbr llie dte, l^tweelitibii^and' this point, 
whidh weie marked outi ' l^e £iig applied toloB 
fluaiBtenB d& tliemilg'eot; thjey-iiiqiiired what.s^m 
iVooM be wffiiMd bf his^tiujei^/jirlib said thatLlb 
^rould beglii'mth a iinilii«f^: ihef^itat^ the eoD- 
peiioeg of the war, aod the pecve^ of tftie-treasuiT; 
Imt that Wb niaj€St3r'9'Wis^idieu3dvbe 'taken into 
fyi-oomid^fiaticiii. SbiBietilneiaift^hraii^ the king 
was iafiiiwedV ^at the nfieBBiifl'iof ther^lreaButy were 
t0D urgent t6 odimt of a suppljr froiii;thcir present 
means, 'but.thaia lemime might- be saieed in :Amc»- 
fica to supply idl the kiag^s Wishes;: (This suggest 
tioa was fellbwed up^ aiid'th^ kis^'idras in this waj 
first led tty^cohsider, and di^ td'cdnsent, to the 
scheme for taxing the colonies." 
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ev er disgiiac^ the ppirU^meiitaiy statute 
book^ it na|;i^ly . prodiioed\. mucb ex^ 
dtement and aqimadv^ejrsii^ on this fiidie 
the Atlantic The merits of the quest 
lion were freely and w^jooly era vaased 
by persons of all. epuditions and agea^ 
and in every, situatuxn wbene two or 
three happened to be coogregated; by 
females as well as males, and even by 
chilcbrenr in their seasons of recreation* 
The village lasses felt indignant at the 
interference of parliament in matters 
connected .with the regulation of their 
wardrobes ; while the children justly 
apprehended some economical restric* 
tions in their usual allowance of gitiger<r- 
bread and sweetmea.t«. 



- » * 



Master Enoch, of coijrse, was not an 
indifferent auditor of tb^se perpetual 
discussions ; biit regularly reiterated, to 
an audience of schoolfelloV^s, such of 
Other's arguments and observations 

as 
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as his juvenile mind partially eompre^ 
hended. Eacb of bis comrades oould, 
from a similar source, furnish his own 
quota of remark ; and thus a determined 
spirit of opposition to ministerial en-^ 
croacbtnents on colonial rights^ was per- 
manently, and almost instinctively, es- 
tablished in the bosoAis of the rising ge- 
nerationr, even before they were capable 
of understanding the nature or extent 
of the subject; 

Ere these newly-awakened feelings, 
in the. minds of Americans, were allowed 
time to subside, the celebrated stamp 
act ,w^ received from England. The 
astonishment, alarm, and indignation; 
which now agitated every patriotic 
breast, would hot be restrained, but 
bui^t forth in expressions and acts that 
could not be misunderstood by the 
friends and abettors of the obnoxious 
measure. A Mring of patriotic resolu- 
tions 



Horn on the subject, offered by the cele^ 
hmted Patrick Henry, and adopted by 
the legislature of Virginia, were printed/ 
and circulated through all the provinces. 
Wherever they were read, they were 
bailed with enthusiasm ; even schoolboys 
were encouraged to recite them in theif 
respective classes, and exhorted to im** 
bibe the spirit by which they had been 
dictated^. 

- A new mode of expressing the popu- 
lar resentment against this odious act, 
began with the Whigs in Boston, and 
tiras soon adopted by those of the neigh- 
bouring colonies. This was by hanging 
or burning, in effigy, such of the prin- 
cipal loyalists as had openly avowed 
themselves friendly to the revenue sys* 
tern. The temper which prompted these 
VOL. I. c tumultuous 

' * When tbefle resolutions were first read in the 
Ikmse of bnrgesses, in Virginia^ the boldness and 
nOfwAiy of theiu ailfected one of the members to such 
a degroe, ^al hib iaiet &aU^** Inceami I tzeasourr- 
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tumultuous prpceedingg rapidly spread 
.through the cx^onies, until popular oom-^ 
motions prevailed to n degre? that gave 
serious alarm to those oool and reflecting 
citi^^ns who regarded the morals as w^ 
as the liberties of their country. Scarcely 
a day passed) without furnishing the 
peaceful inhalifttants of South-east with 
some new account of riots *, mobs, and 
summary chastisements, inflicted on the 
&ieodsof the $tamp act» in Boston, New- 
port, Now-Yoark, Baltimore, and other 
populous towns. This was eertainly a 
dangerous spirit to let loose in sodiety ; 
and though in the present instance^ ita 
excesses were» periiaps, in some measure, 
sanctified by its motives^ still the neoes^ 
sity of its existence was deeply deplored 
by the best friends of their country. < 

The 

* Ip all Am^ricd tber^ badbeoo but ^etfen presses 
mmg newspapers, previous.^ tbe year J 750. In 
1705 tbs^" bad inci^i^ ^ 'tmnH^^ qq, ibe Con* 
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The mind of youth is easily dazzled 
by such vivid corruscations of patriotic 
fervour ; and , there is little doubt that 
tbey had a due share of influence in the 

formation of Enoch Crosby^s diameter. 

■' ' ' 

About this period^ patriotic asaoda- 
tions were formed^ the members of which 
were denominated the ** Sons qflAber^ 
t!ff' and they agreed ^ to march with 
tiie. utmost expedition (at their own 
proper cost and expence) with their 
whole force, to the relief of those who 
should be in danger firom the stamp act, 
or its promoters and abettors, on account 
dT any thing done in opposition to its 
obtiuning*^' This i^reement was sub* 
scribed to by such numbers in New- 
York and the eastern states, that no* 
thing short of a repeal of the offensive 
act could have peveiited the immediate 
^mmencement of a dvil war. It was 
accordingly repealed on the eighteenth 
Of March 1766. 

c2 The 



The subject of this memoir very dis- 
tinctly remembers the unusual rejoicings 
wlucfa took place in his vicinity, in con-> 
sequence of this highly-interesting event: 
Similar demonstrations of joy were ex-* 
hibited throughout the colonies. The 
names of Camden and Pitt were cheered 
to the skies. Every indignant resolu-i: 
tion was immediately rescinded; the 
churches resounded with thanksgivings^ 
illuminiations and bonfires Were every" 
where exhitated ; and a : joyful . holy w 
day was held throughout the country. 
This was another circumstance . that 
made a lasting impression on the youth-* 
ful mind of Enoch, and assisted in the 
formation of a character which hais since 
been so admirably delineated by the penp 
of a master. > . . ^ 



: J . 



But while the whole country was tlius 
dissolved in joy, there were not wanting 
a few enlightened patriots, who main** 

. .u . '-. tained 
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tained ^' that the immoderate transports 
i>f . the colonists wer^ disproportioned to 
Ijie advantage they had gained ;"' for at 
Jthe same time that the stamp act was 
repealed, the absolute unlimited supre^ 
macy of fmiwmenl was, in words, as- 



I i 



. "Wherefore do we rejoice?" asked 
the good clergyman, to whose pious ex- 
hortations, both in public and private, 
tjie Crosby family ever listened with 
pleased and devout fittention, '^ Is it 
because the parliament of Great Britain 
.has been graciously pleased to exchange 
our handcuffs for fetters ? Is it because 
$he claims the power and right to bind 
the colonies in all cases whatsoever? 
•Are we prepared for this? Shall the 
petty island of Great Britain, scarce a 
jsypeck on the map of the world, control 
the free citizens of the great continent 
pf America? God forbid !" 

c 3 "I be^ 
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" I Mieve, Ar;* replied the eldet 
Crosby, •* that we are hallooing before 
we are fairly out of the woods. Our 
poKtidatis seem to overlook the degnu 
ding condition which is tacked to this 
boasted repeal, that we must make com^ 
pensation to those who have suffered, in 
person or property, through their own 
wilAil adherence to the cause of our op- 
pressors. If we submit to this, we de^ 
serve to be slaves."^ 

" It appears to m^,** observed the vik 
lage sbhoOlmaster, who happened to be 
present, and who was strongly suspected 
of leaning to the ministerial side of the 
question, •* it appears to me, that if we 
look at this subject by the pure light of 
sober reason, and not by the illusive 
flashes of exicited passion, we shall see 
the propriety of waiving all debate and 
controversy; and, for the sake of inter** 
nal peace, of making ttie trifling com- 
pensation required, tt cannot amount 
to much." 

"It 
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. ^t It is not the amount of tfae sum 
thit I obgectito/. Teturoed the other. 
^^Jt 18 the princifde that I em oontend^ 
ing ioc If we yield in one pmnt, there 
ia no tdlitig how f» their encroachment 
may extmd;'' 

^. Is. not their compKanoe with <mr 
petitioiit for repealing the stamp act an 
evidence of thehr respect for the rights 
of the eolcnaies?^ 

^* No, sir,** replied theurgy man. '* In 
this measure the minietry have not been 
so much actuated by principles of equity, 
as impelled by necessity." 

" Necessity !•* reiterated the peda- 
gogue. *' To me it appears an act of 
favour and lenity." 

*' The doctrine of submission, passive 
obedience, and non-resistance, may do 
very well in the discipline of your 
school," answered Crosby ; ** but I hope 
my son will never imbibe from you, or 
any other man, such sentiments as ap- 
plied ih politics." 

c 4 Here 
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Her6 the conversation terminate ; 
and £nbcb» who was present, did not 
feel any great increase of respect to- 
wards his preceptor in consequence : nor 
was it long afterwards that his father 
placed him under the tuition of an 
plderly gentletnan, of superior literary 
acquirements, whose political sentiments 
were in accordance with his own. As 
this personage will again appear on the 
stage, iw.the progress of our little dra- 
ma, we beg the reader to bear in mind 
that be is not only a ** staunch Whig," 
but in every other respect a worthy 
man. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IL 



LEAVING HOME. 



^* Here, as, with wearied steps, I bent my way, 

I markM eadi dear and welUreinenibered spot. 
Where yoiith had buoyed my mind with visions gay, 
Nor thought I then how hard would be my lot." 

At the period of which we are writing, 
it was the earnest wish of all parties 
that harmony might be reestablished 
between Great Britain and her Ameri- 
can colonies. The severities of the Bri- 
tish government " had not yet taught 
the colonists to express themselves in 
»ny other modes of language, but what 
indicated their firm attachment to the 

c 5 mother 
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mother country; nor had they erased 
the habitual ideas, even of tenderness, 
conveyed in their usual modes of ex- 
pression. When they formed a design 
to visit England, it had always been 
thus announced — " I am going home.* 
Home^ the seat of happiness, the retreat 
of all the felicities of the human mind^ 
is too intimately associated with the 
best feelings of the heart, , to renounce 
without pain, whether applied to the 
natural or the political parent*." 

But although a strong desire for the 
reestablish ment of harmony was mani- 
fested by persons of every description, 
there still existed a great diversity of 
opinion as to the best means of produ<» 
dng so desirable a result. " There were 
several classes in America, who were at 
first exceedingly opposed to measures 

that 

* Mrs. Warren. 
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tibat. militated with the designs of ad- 
inioistratioiL Some^ impressed by long 
connexion, . weoe .intimidated, by her 
power, and attached by affec^on to Bri-^ 
tain; others, the true disciples of passive 
obedience, had real scruples of conscience 
with, regard to any resistance to ' the 
pow^s that be:' these, whether actu- 
ated by a£Pection or fear, by principle or 
interest, formed a dose combination 
with the colonial governors, custom- 
house officers, and all in subordinate de* 
partments, who hung on the court for 
subsifitenceV 

The. partizan distinction of Whig and 
Tory was adopted at an rarly stage of 
the controversy, and introduced in every 
political altercation to which it gave rise. 
It was no uncommon occurrence for 
members of the same &mily, not only 

c 6 to 

** Mrs* Warren's American Revolution. 
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to espouse opposite sides of the question^ 
but to defend .the stand they had taken, 
with a zeal and pertinacity that ulti^ 
mately sundered the tenderest ties of 
consanguinity* Thus, as the general 
ferment increased, the father was often 
arrayed *^ against the son, and the son 
against the father f brothers became 
implacable enemies to each other ; and 
even the fair sex were not unfrequently 
involved in this frightful whirlpool of 
politicalcontention. 

Fortunately for the subject of these 
memoirs, and happily for his country, 
his father's family, to adopt his own ex- 
pression, were " staunch Whigs ;" so 
was a majority of their fellow-towns- 
men, particularly the good clergyman, 
the reverend Mr.' Gregory, before men- 
tioned* Indeed, the clergy, of every 
denomination, throughout the country, 
with very few exceptions, warmly es- 
poused 
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poused th^ cause of the colonies ; and 
embraced every opportunity, both in 
public and private, of exhorting their 
flocks manfully to resist every encroacbn 
ment on their rights as freemen. Their 
influence was great, and its efiects such 
as might have been e^&pected'*. 

The 

* The dargymen of New-England, in pardcolar, 
were among the strongest advocates of *^ Whig 
principles ;'* there were a few instances only of g 
separation of a minister from his people, in conse* 
quence of a disagreement in political sentiment. It 
was recommended by the proyindal congress of 
Massachusetts, that on other occasions than the Sab- 
bath, ministers of parishes should adi^ their discouri* 
ses to the times, and explain the nature of dvil and 
religious liberty, and the duties of magistrates and 
rulers. A zealous dirine, who had been compelled 
to abandon the people of his charge in Boston, on 
one oocadon used, in the pulpit, at P***, the fol- 
lowing emphatic language^'^ Oh, Lord, if our ez^e« 
mies will fight us, let them have fighting enough. 
If more soldiers are on their way hither, sink them, 
oh. Lord, to the bottom of the sea."-^ TAacAerV 

Joumai, 
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The attention of the elder Crosby^ 
however, and that of< his amiable fami« 
Ijf weret for atiooe, diverted from po* 
lificaL diffiouUies by domestic misfcM^ 
tunes. From m state of comfort and 
comparative affluence^ he suddenly found 
himself reduced to poverty and distress \ 

This 

Journal, p. ^^ ^^ '^^ 9^^^ ^^ New-£^land 
were a numevous^ learned^ and respectable hoiy, 
who had a great ascendancy over the minds of their 
hearers. They connected religion and patriotisoo, 
and, in their sermons and prayers^ represented the 
cause of America aa the cause of Heaven."— *22aift- 
^. " The clergy were among the first and xnoat 
zealous patriots^ ^^. ^ speaking and writing in 
vindication of the rights of their country. No dass 
of men had more deeply imbibed the spirit of their 
venerable ancestors^ the first settlers of New-£x^« 
land, than they. None more generally engaged 
in the cause of their injured country, nor had a 
greater and more general influence upon the people." 
«— 3for*e'* Rev* 

* Mr. Cooper frequently intimates that the. pa* 
rents of Harvey Birch had been suddenly '^reduced 
from competence to poverty.— ^ee Spif, Vol. i. 
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Thi6 unexpected Yeveaw of fortune ren# 
dered it necessary for the son, at the ag* 
of sixteen^ to leave, for the first time, 
the shelter of his paternal roof, and seek 
his own fortune in an untried world. . 

The painful sensations incidental to 
the parting of an affectionate child from 
indulgent parents, and the home of his 
childhood, are seldom forgotten hj the 
parties concerned; but in the present 
instancy their impre^on was^ left with 
a vividness of colouring, which the lapse 
of more than sixty, years haa not been 
able to obliterate. In reverting to thn 
incident^ at the age of seventy-eight, the 
i^ubject of this memoir expressed hims^l^ 
in substance, as follows z'^^ i 

** At the age of sixteen the scene 
changed^ and I was compelled to leave 
the home of my childhood, to seek the 
protection of strangers, and depend upon 

my 
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my own exertions for support. With 
the scanty outfit of a change of clothes^ 
and a few sbillinga ip my pocket, I bade 
a long adieu to the friends I best loved, 
and the scenes of my happiest days. 
After receiving the blessing of my pa- 
rentSy with much good advice, and a 
small Bible, which they assured me 
would prove my greatest consolation in 
every trial and affliction that might be-* 
fall me, I shouldered my pack, clasped 
their hands in silence — for I dared not 
trust my voice to say — * Farewell /' — 
and hastened away, leaving my poor 
mother in: an agony of tears. 

^' I proceeded a short distance, with a 
burden at my heart much heavier than 
the one on my back. I then paused, 
and cast back a * longing, lingering look/ 
on the spot that I could once call my 
home^-but now no longer a home for 
me. I then resumed my march ; and 
after proceeding a little further, again 

turned. 



tdrfled, wben^^ for the last time, I saw 
•fitly, weeping mother through the win- 
dow, gazing, with streaming eyes, after 
her exiled son. I hurried away— »I 
could not look again, ^ The^ hills which 
surrounded the beloved mansion, soon 
hid it from my view, and I fe|t mysdf 
alone in the world, cut off from all that 
I held dear ; while the future appeared 
like a dark impenetrable doud, scarcely 
illumined by a ray of hope," 



. ) 



Painful as these sensations mrust hav4 
been to a youth in his drcumstapces^ 
they were soon dissipated by the no* 
velty ever attendant on a change of 
soene and associations. H^ became ad 
apprentice to a worthy man who resided 
in the eastern part of Fhillipstown, since 
palled Kent, in the county of Putnam^ 
Here he was taught the '^ art and mys^ 
tety of a cordwainer,*^ and faithfully 
fiilfilled his term of service, which ter* 

minated 
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minated on the fourth day of January 
1771» that day completing his twenty-^ 
first year. 

•. •■" *" .... 

i Let it not he supposed^ however, that 
during aU this period he was an uncon^ 
oomed spectator of the political tnove<^ 
tnents around.bim. Far from it The 
^ntiments which he had imperceptibly 
imbihed in childhood, ^' grew with. his 
growth, and strengthened with his 
strength,** and now began to flow out 
into efiectivp operation. Although mi- 
litary discipline had £br several years 
been almost totally tieglected,: it »o!v 
began to assume a more respectable atti- 
tiKle. New train«bands were 0rgani;ied« 
in oDe of which young Crosby soon. be- 
cam? an active aipid efficient member ; 
and he largely ebared in the prevailing 
impressl<Hi» that a most important crisis 
was fast approaching, for which it wc^ 
the duty of every lover of his country 

to 
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to be duly ond peoperly prepared Nor 
was this impreswm weakened by an io- 
fddenl which occurred in the last year 
of bis minprity, an incident which forms 
a conspicuous dhapter in the history of 
those times; we mean the massacre, in 
cold blood, of several citiasens in the 
streets of Boston, by the JMtish . sol- 
diery. This wanton act of barbarity 
was perpetrated in open day, on the 
fifth of March 1770. , 

No. previous outrage had pisodttced 
such a general alarm as the one here 4il- 
hided to.^^^ Yet the acddent that cr^ 
ated a resentment whidi emboldened 
the timid, determined the wavering, 
and awakened an energy and decbion 
that neither the artifices of the courtier, 
nor the terror of the. sword, could easily 
overcome, aroae firom a trivial drcom- 
stance : a sentinel, posted at the door of 
the custom-house, had seized and abused 

a boy. 



5S 

% boy, for casting some opprobrious r^*- 
4Blections on an officer of rank; his cries 
t2ollected a number of other lads^ who 
?took the childish revenge of pelting the 
soldier with snow-balls. The main 
^uard, stationed in the neighbourhood 
iof the custom-house, was informed, by 
Mme persons from thence, of the Hsing 
tumult They immediately turned out, 
iinder the command of a captain- Pres- 
ton, and beat to aitns. The cry^of fire 
was raised in all parts of the town ; the 
mob odlected, lUfid the soldiery, < from 
•^ quarters^ ran. through the* streets, 
^ord in hand, thieatenmg and wound- 
iing the people, and, with every appear- 
,ance of hostility, they rushed furiously 
:to the centre of the town. 

"The soldiers, thus ready for execos 
•tion, and tlie populace grown outrage- 
ous, the whole town was justly terri- 
£ed by the unusual alarm. This natu- 
rally 



rally drew out persons of bigber condi- 
tiou» and move peaceably diaposed, tct 
inquire th^ cauae. Tbeir consternation 
can scarcely b^ described,: when tbe)^ 
found orders wer^ given to fire promis- 
cuously junong the unanped multitude^ 
Five or sis persons fell at the first fire« 
and several more were dangetousl)^ 
wounded at their *^wn doors V -) 

.. • » - • • r 

ft 

. ."/How slightly soevetihistorians may 
pass ovfr this event^ the blopdof the 
martyrs, right or wrong, proved to b« 
the * seeds of the congtegation.^ Not 
the battle of Lfexingtonj or Bunker'a 
Hill— not the j^virf ender . of Burgoyne 
ox, GornwalJiSi were more .important 
events in American history, than the 
battle of King- street, on the fifth of 
March 1770 f." 



• t . 



* Mr&u Waxrea'» Americau Revolutioii. 
t John Adams's letters to doctor Morse. 



The immecliate result of this outrage 
is well knowf). Captain Preston and 
his party were taken into custody of a 
dvil magistrate^ tried fbr murder, and 
acquitted ; and all the royal troops Were 
subsequently removed from the town 
to the fort, about three miles below; 
but the indignant feelings which it had 
created in every patriotic bosom were 
not to be appeased ; the blood of their 
brethren cried from the ground for ven- 
geance, and the appeal was felt in every 
section of the country. Like other 
young men of bis age^ Enoch Crosby 
ardently longed for an opportunity to 
mingle the blood of the assassin with 
that of their victims; but the hour had 
not yet come ^. 

CHAP. 

* The town of Boston instituted an annual ora- 
tion in commemoration of this catastrophe^ and 
among th^ fiM oraton^ wetesndiiiames as flan- 
cock^ Warren^ andLoyell. *■ 
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CHAP. HI. 

THJi FIHST CAMPAIGN. 

O, who, xedined in dastaid ease. 
Could hear his oountzy's call in Tain ; 

Or view her banner ooiirt the breeze, * 
Nor sigh to join tiia hostile train. 

WOODVOETH. 

As we are not writing n history of the 
rise and progress of the revolutionary 
war,, but merely the memoirs of a pri- 
vate individual, who took an active part 
in that momentous contest, it is only re- 
quisite to give a bri^f detail of. ^uch 
events as are connected^ mow or less rt- 
motelyi with hi» own tra>nfiactkm8. 



The destruction of the tea in Boston*, 
the consequent port bilif » as it was call* 
ed, the formation of a continental con- 
gress, and the arrival of general Gage, 
with "an army to reduce the " refractory 
colonists" to submission, are prominent 
features in the history of four years, from 
the period of our last chapter. But 
events of still greater importance were 
at hand, and anticipated with trembling 
anxiety. 

Among the " signs of the times" was 
the newly-awakened military ardour 
which prevailed throughout the colo- 
nies, more especiiilly in the easterh 
states^ In almost every town, a cortait^ 

quota 

* , . t . . . .. i 

* Sfee Apt>endix^ No. !• 

r 

+ The first day of June 1774, the day when the 
Boston port bill began to operate, was observed, iii 
most of the colonies, with uncommon aolaouiityj ^ 
^ defy of fasting and prayer. 
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quota of hardy youth were draughted • 
from the militia train-bands, who volun- 
tarily devoted a daily portion of their 
time to improve themselves in the mill- * 
tary art, under officers of their own 
choice. These i were; styled " minute' 
men,'', and stood ready to march at a nio- ^ 
mentis warning, to defend the rights of 
thdr countrymen. 

At this period the younger Crosby 
resided at Danbury, in the state of Con- 
necticut; and though it was not his for- 
tune to be draughted as a minute man, \ > 
he was still actuated by the same mar- ' 
tial spirit which inspired the rest of his 
countrymen. 

The year 1775 had opened without - 
the occurrence of any incident of much 
political importance; but while thou- 
sands of bosoms were throbbing yvith 
feelings of intense .interest, every eye 

VOL. J^ ... { i> ,o . was . 
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was direeted to the capital of MassachiN ^: 
setts, as the quarter from whence md^- ^ 
mentous intelligence might be hourly •*• 
expected. ' . J 

- . ■■ • . • '•< 

The public mind was in this state <9f v- 
feverish suspense, when, in the montb r^^ 
of April, an express arrived at Danburyr 
with intelligence that " upwards of four* 
score of Americans had been inhumanly 
butchered on the plains of Lexington^,^ , :. 
by a detachment of the British "armyj -v 
which bad afterwards been ^utto fligbt i- 
by ,a few raw country 'militia ; thafc'tr 
houses bad been rifled, plundered, and 

' burnt^ • 
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* When general Washington heard of the battle i- 
of Lexington^ April the nineteenth 1775, and of .\'. 
the slaughter of the Americans on that occasion^ he .w :. 
said--^^' I grieve for the death of my countrymen ; ^£7^ 
but rejoice that the British are still so detemtinedrin^ 
to keep God on our side: for the smiles of Heaven '.iii^ 
can never be expected on a nation that disregards.!-^ 
the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven 
Koidained."— flTcmr'r Life of fVask^igtoA '^ 
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burnt ; that neither sex, age, nor infir- 
mity, bad been respected by these ruth- 
less marauders ; and that women, with 
their new-born infants, had been com- 
pelled to fly naked, to escape the fury 
of the flames in which their houses were 
enwrapped*!** 

iThe sensation produced by this intel- 
ligence, not only at Danbury, but in 
every other pla^e, can be better concei- 
ved than described. The shock^ was 
electee, and the whole country flew to 
armsf. 

D 2 " They 

* The celebrated reverend John Home (Tooke), 
two years after the events was tried^ in England^ 
and found guilty of publishing an advertisement^ in 
whidi it ^as' adverted, ^^ that the king^s tz^ps had 
oomialtted )h/iUtder^ at Lexington^ in America ;" he 
wajB^'oons^endy^ sentenced to imprisoninent for a 
year; t6' pay '& fiti6 of two hundred pounds^ and to 
find HbeoAtj for liiir'gbbd l)ehaviour for three years ! 

t Israel Putnam (aflfcerwards major-general) wm 



60 

'^ They heaid^— and the plough in the furrow was stayed, 
Each art was relinquished for musket and blade ; 
The pipe of the swain in the valley was still, 
While the bugle rang loud from each fbrtified hill," 

Within twenty-four hours after the 
routed " regulars" had regained the pro- 
tection of their shipping, the town of 
Boston was invested by several thou- 
sands of our exasperated countrymen ; 
while the colonies of Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, and New Hampshire, seemed all 
to be in motion. Indeed, " such was 
the resentment of the people, and the 
ardour of enterprise, that it was with 
difficulty they were restrained from ' 

rushing 



ploughing in his field when he heard the news. He 
instantly stopped his team, left the plough ia the 
furrow^ mounted a horse^ and in eighteen hours 
was on the battle-ground, a distance of one hun- 
dred miles ! He then returned to Connecticut, and 
raised an army ; the provincial congress of Massa- 
chusetts haying that day voted to raise thirty thou- 
sand men. 



• T 
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rushing into Boston, and rashly invol- 
ving their friends, in common with their 
enemies, in all the calamities of a town 
tkken by storm*.** 

The outrage at Lexington occurred 
on Wednesday, the nineteenth of April ; 
but the news did not reach the city of 
New-York until late on Saturday even- 
ing, nor was it generally knoSvn until 
Suiiday morning. A meeting of the 
citizenii immediately took place, who, 
without ' much ceremony, seized up- 
wards of five hundred stands of muskets 
and bayonets belonging to his Britannic 
majesty. 

Oh the following day, the keys of the 
custom-house were secured by the 
whigs^ who soon made themselves 
master^^ of all the public stores in the 

D S king's 

* Mrs. Warren's American Revolution. 




king's warehouses^ in the city and at 
Turtle Bay. 

At this time there were about three 
luindred regular British troops in the 
city, commanded by a major; and very 
serious apprehensions were entertMned, 
that the confused and disorderly manner 
in which the foregoing transactione were 
conducted, would produce a rupture be- 
tween the soldiers and the populace. 
A regular general meeting of the citi- 
zens was therefore called, and a com- 
mittee of fifty appointed, who were 
invested with full powers to act as the 
exigency and circumstances of the times 
might require. At this meeting a set 
of spirited resolutions were passed, and 
signed by the citizens at large, in which 
they pledged themselves, their lives, 
their fortunes, and tlieir sacred honour, 
to support their committee in all its 
operations, and also every measure of 
the 
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i.;th?.geik^al ocmgress^ then in session lat 
Philadelphia. 

One of the first acts of the committee 
VKas an. oi-der. permitting the British 
^tiroops to depart without interruption, 
, taking with them their arms and accou- 
trements. . In consequence of this order, 
the troops prepared to embark on the 
following day; when it was observed 
that Ijhey had sevetal carts loaded with 
. spare arms. ^ vMarinus . Wallett, and some 
others, immediately resolved, to prevent 
this^ virtual infraction of their agree- 
ment ; and, fleeting, the troops in Broad- 
way, jEitoppe4 the^m, and without much 
difK^i^ty took possession of the spare 
arms. With these Willett armed a 
new coippanjr of his. own raising, with 
. wbif;h Jfxe joined the. first .Canadian eK- 
>pedition. 

» 

The citizens of Dan bury were not 

D 4 backward 
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backward in this moment of general 
excitement*. A rendezvous was opened, 
to which the youth of the county flock- 
ed from every quarter; and two regi- 
ments were immediately raised, mie 
under the command of colonel (after- 
wards general) Wooster, and the other 
under the command of colonel Water- 
bury. 

Within a few hours from the ar- 
rival of the express at Danbury, the 
name of Enoch Crosby was inscribed on 
the muster-roll of captain Benedict, fol- 
lowed by those of one hundred and fifty 
young men, all residents of that town ; 
forming 

* This excitement was not confined to any class, 
age, or «ex. The femaleti largely participated in 
the patriotic ardour that prevailed, and eKhibitod 
instances of heroic virtuej that were never surpassed 
by the celebrated women of Sparta. See Appendix, 
No. III. 
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« ■ 

fbrmihg the most efficient eoiApany in 
Waterbury's regiment*. 

As soon as these regiments were duly 
organized, equipped, and reported to the 
provincial congress of Massachusetts, 
then in session at Watertbwnf, they 
impatiently waited for orders to move, 
and act in defence of their eastern bre-r 
thren. Nor was their impatience abated 

D 6 by 



* It 18 worthy of remark, that eyery one of theie 
yoang meb returned from the northern campaign 
in safety ;' while, during their diort ahsence, one 
hunted deaths occurred in the town where they 
beloQged. , Perhaps hy goii^ into danger, many of 
them preserved their lives. 



3I*- This kgidbtive body had voted to raise thirty 
thousand men, thirteen thousand and six hundred ^ 
of them ta he of their own province; and thai a 
lolterand delegate, be sent to the several colonies o# 
^ew. /Hampshire,, Connecticut, and Rhode Isliai;id- 
The committee of safety also sent letters to the se-* 
Teral towns in the colony, soliciting assistance. 
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by the successes 6f their entertmsfaig 
neigbboum 9t;TicQod^foga ^and^^Orown 
Point, on the tenth of May £btiowing If; 

but 

* This enterprise was managed hy colonels Gas- 
ton^ Arnold, and Allen; and sp iseeretly, judicuMis- 
ly^ and i:api^lj, was tibe expcditioa conducted^- dM 
they enter^ the garrison before it was. known that 
an enemy was near it. Arnold and Allen contend- 
ed for the honour of entering the fort first ; hut it . 
was finally agreed that they should both go in to^ 
gether. They advanced abreast^ and entered the 
fortress at the dawning o£ day. A sentry snapped 
his piece at one of them, and then retreated through 
the covered way to the parade. The Americans 
followed, and immediately drew up. The com- 
mander, surprised in his bed, was called 'Upoii'te. 
surrender the fort — *^^By. what authority?'' ts« 
daimed the astonished ioffioer>. rubbing his eyes,' 
and ficarc^y knowing whe|her he was aaleep or 
awake. 

" I demand it in the name of the great Jehovah^ 
and of; the continental eoa^resB/l'iNta -die respifhi 
ookmel AUni* . - .' ;-.-.-■ 

The' autk^F>^ could not be dkjmted; thelbrt - 
was^mirrenderod without renstaace, together, with 
forty-eight poBonen, several brass and irgmcataioB/- 
««d a valuable ^uaatity ^ wiupfifce Motei^;i' 



'hot oir the news of the tisttleof Rmkcr 
Hiil% it was wrought up to a pitch of 
painful intensity. Ev^y man longed 
to be in the field, and share in the dan- 
gers and glory that awaited the cham- 
pions of liberty. This patriotic ardour 
was shortly to be gratified. 

The continental congress was now in 
session at Philadelphia; and at this pe- 
riod the importance of possessing the 
Canadas, strongly impressed the minds 
of gentlemen of the first penetration, 
private. citizens as well as the represen- 
tatives of the several colonies, in that 
august legislative body. It was thought 
a favourable crisis to make the attempt, 
" when the flower of the British troops, 
then in America, were shut up in Bos- 
ton; and when the governors of the 
southern provinces, interrupted in their 

D 6 negociations 
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n^pciatipii$ witlk the Indians,' had tidceii 
r^uge on bqard the king's ships, eithef 
from real orjmagined personal danger*.'* 
Xt was therefore determined to employ 
QolQnel Waterbury's regiment, together 
with two regiments of New-York mi* 
litia, in this important and hazardous 
service; the whole force consisting of 
^ut three thousand men, under the 
command of gene|*als Schuyler and Mont-: 
gomery. 

• • • ' 

The reader may easily imagine with 
what alacrity our hero and his fellow-' 
soldiers obeyed the orders of their supe- 
riors to " strike their tents and march 
away," The language of each heart ^ 
was, 

" Strike up the drums; and let the tongue of war 
plead for our interest" 



They 



* Mrs. W^xr^n's Amecican Beyohitlocu 
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*^^1flfey we» orfeieff *Se dty^ of 
New- York, where they were joined by 
the New- York militia, one corps of 
which was comtnanded by the gallant 
Willett ; but encamped about two mfles 
out of town, near the spot now oocu-^ 
pied as Vauxhall Garden* After re- 
maining in this position about three 
weieks, they removed to Harlaem, and 
encamped in the village. From thence 
they took boats, and proceeded up the 
Hudson to Albany, on their way to 
Lake Champlain. 

• •• '• 
Gehcfral Schuyler being detained af 

Albany;' 

* In tbe year 1775, tlie city of New- York (we. 
mean the compact part of it) extended no farther' 
north than Partition-stieet, now called Fulton-" 
street, near St. Riulls Church.' Beyond this diere 
were only a few scattering houses, with here and 
there a handsome country seat. It was considered 
a pleasant ramhle *' out of town," to go to '' Me* 
Ji^lds/^'wheie the City HalL now stands. 



ro 

Albany^ % the purpose of in^^odathig 
an' Indian treaty, bis ooadjutor, the in^ 
^epid Montgomery, led on bis gullant 
biMid of patridts to Tieonderoga, wbe^o 
they arrived on the twenty-first day of 
4^ugust'*'. As soon as a sufficient num* 



'* Tbe fortress of Ticonderoga, so often mentioiv* 
e4 in tl^ bistory of the American warB> is no^ af 
heap of ruin8> though many of the walls ar^ sp? 
entire as to exhibit proofs of the excellency of t^eir. 
cdnstruction^ and of 'the plan of the works. It was 
built by the French in 1756, on a point of land 
framed by the junction of Lake George Creek with 
I^e Champlain, in N. lat. 43 deg. 50 min. and S4 
min. E. long, from New- York : elevation^ above La)Le 
Ghkinpliain, one hundred and ten feet; above tide 
waters, one hundred and ninety-six feet The name 
is 4^ri^ed' to us from the Indians, Fcenchipedj;and 
signified noMy-«-Che^n-der-oga ; j^bablyi^ allui*^^ 
isioQ to .-the iN:ater. But the French called, it Fort 
CjpillQiu . .It. was a pl^ce of ^eat stirengt^^ bptl^ by^ : 
nature and art. Qq three jddes it is surrounded I^ 
water,' and abputhalf of the other side is occupied'-^ 
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ber of boats could be provided to ooii'- 
vfey the arhiy^ down '£^e^ ChampUd^,^ 
they embarked for Isle auoo Naix, lying 
about eleven miles north of the lake* 
jxi the river » Sorel, which coxmkkks' the 
Wfrters- of Ghariiplain with that of ttfe 
Sti^ Law^encel On- reaching Isle Lif 
Motte, they wer€» rejoined by geneM 
Seihiiyier, who Tiid prepared an add^s^ 
t6 the inhabitartts of Cferiada, invitihg* 
tte^tri to 5oiri the ^ stkn^rd^ of Kbd-t^,'* 



.^l^ 



pleted by the French^ with the erection c£ a faireasi- 
waifi;^ nine &et high> on the onfy'iMaSaUe gi^ound. 
Ii(-Jl<758» general AbeiMarotnbbe^ iftfiih the-Bdtifh? 
army^ assailed this fortress; was de£ea^ July Q,,^ 
wi^h the loss of one .thousand nine hundred andr 
fortjr-one i^en. Bu€ it was surrendered to generaT'' 
AiidMEKrst7/in^JiJy of tlie fellowiag feix. It waiir-' 
th^ifirst fiirt^ress carried by ther anni of America, mX ' 
the war that, established our* independence; it ynM ) 
taken .by^ surprise^ by colonel A]len> May 10, 177^4 
and retained till July 1777> when it was evacuated^ 
on the approach of general Burgpyne with the 
Bkilidi'junqr. -.-t r. ■ '^'■ .•..>. c i i • . : *■ ^ 
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and unite . in the common cause of 



• > • 




From Isle aux Noix the army pro- 
ceeded to St Johns, the first. Britisb 
post in Canada*. During their passage 
dpwn the river, the soldiers were direct- 
ed, to hold themselves constantly in rea*' 
dipess. for defence, as it was re^onably 
apprehended that they might be assailed 
by the Indians from the woods which 
skirted the stream. 

Qn^ effecting a landing, at a short dis- 
tance from fort St. Johns^ the assailants, 
aboiit one thousand in number, imme- 
^ately formed in full view of the garri- 
son, and prepared for hostile operations. 
Their movements, at this juncture, are 
thtiS described by Crosby herself :— 

'"•''■' ' . ' "We. 

* About one hundred and fifteen miles north oT 
lloonderoga. 
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" "W* were how in full vieW of tffe 
enemy, who kept up a constant cafnAcrin- 
ading, which only caused us to dodge 
now and then, merely serving to jget us 
into a fighting mood. We were scion 
ordered to advance; but had only pro- 
ceeded a few roods, when we were sud- 
denly attacked by a body of Indian^ in 
ambush, who, after a short contest, weK 
glad to show us a specimen of their 
speed in running ♦. 

**Our 

'•■ . • . . -J '. 

* Ramsay says, that '^,the British pickets im» 
driven into the fort. The environs were then, ze^* 
connoitred, and the fortifications were found to be. 
iBtieh stronger than had been suspected. This it' 
duced the calling of a council of war^ which reoeiti* 
m^ded a retreat to Lde aux Noix/' Mrs. WamiDk 
says, that '' an unexpected attack from a laxfgd bq^^ 
of In^^ans obliged them to retreat to their former 
post> and await the arrival of reinforcements." The 
latter account is in strict conformity with Mr. 
Qrosby'sown statement. Both, however^ nuiybe 
correct 



^ 
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. *' Our sport, however, waa^ s©on in- 
terrupted, by am order to halt! — ^when, 
after burying the dead, ^x}d providipg 
for the wounded, a council of war was 
hejd by the officers,, in which :it was de- 
termined to return, to. Isle. aux Noix, 
,thWw a boom across the channel, aQd 
erect wc|rk^ for .its defence. 

. . . ' » ■ 

.*' In the mean time, a breastwork was 

' • .■..■•■ . • • • . -^ 

ordered to be thrown up on the sipot 
\yhere we stood ; and accordingly every 
one went to work with alacrity. While 
some were felling trees, and preparing 
timber for this purpose, and others throw- 
ibg^ up' tlid edrtli id foroi a parapeti we 
were constantly, annpyed by the shells 
fhrown from the .fort. This drcum* 
stance tendied to retard our operations ; 
firf \{libh ' a*^ shell rose in the air, ^eiy 
one , would stop wording to watch its 
course, anji ascertain* if it wojwW.&Huew 
.him. -:;} must confess tfaat I felt iu> pair- 

ticular 
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ticular afFection for these unwelcome 

H^mdSs; htit rtlBer r^ded thferi as 

i^idWfi^ngfei^ of fevil;' rtfli; hftweVei-, W6t. 

Wi«Kdt«Hairi^ {tie cold i^pinfon x^tifeh 
''I gaV6 thesft' warm-hearted^ VisitSt^ I 
^ tievei* thod^ht of the fasfaionible ex^- 

dient of * not being at home,* (in other 
' words,' of * dodging them,') until I heard 

some one exclaim — * Look out ! Take 

care there !' when I kK>ked up, and' saw 
«one descending to^ardrtbe verjr iipbt 

^h^e I WHi' staftdiiigf; I threw niy^i^f 
iSat on the grbiiiid^ and it just passed 

over me.-^' A miss is as good as a noSe,' 

thought I, as I sprang fiotai my rdcillii- 
'■ heriVp^tMe, sfttd festftrfW toy 1^^ 

Biit after that I'k5rot one eye upon t£e 

enemy« 

* • • • 

•• Otir geflefSl, hoMfever, gar^ tis some 
iilstWlfeflohs 6h • this^ siil^ect. tte' aS- 
vised us never to change our position 
uotH'the shell vira^ directly, over us ; and 





7?..,:,,.V„„^iV,i, 

if it should then appear that it had lost 
its projectile force, and was falling, ' it 
would be well enough to step on one 
side.' He was a noble fellow, that 
Montgomery * ; every soldier in the 
army loved him like a brother. 

" When 

• Montgomery was a warm-hearted Irislimann 
and war waa his profession. He had been a cap- 
tain of grenadiers in the seventeenth regiment of 
British troops, of which Monoton was colonel. In 
1772, he quitted his regiment, though in a fair 
way of preferment, because he disapproved of the 
sentiments of the ministry, and had imbibed an 
tvfibction for America, which he viewed as the 
ming seat of arts and freedom. A sentiment of a 
Gtill more tender nature might have had some influ- 
ence in this transaction, as he soon afterward married 
the beautiful and accomplished daughter of judge 
Livingston, of New- York, His many amiable qua- 
lities had procured him an uncommon share of pri- 
vate affection, and his great abilities an equal pro- 
portion of public esteem. His name was mention- 
ed in parliament with singular respect ; the mi- 
nister himself acknowledged his worth, while he 
reprobated tlie cause he had espoused. He con- 
cluded 
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** When the breastwork was com- 
plete, which was in a much shorter 
*^ ^ tinfie 

du&d an involuBtary panegyric by exclaind^g-, : 
'^ OilTse on his virtues' ! they have undone bis 
ccMmtry." When he embraced bis attiaftle liady- i(k ' 
the ^ last time^, on. his departure for Canadaj and- ^ 
bade, )ier a tender farewell, bis parting words were . 
— *' You shall never blush for your Montgomery !" 
She never did; but a nation wept his untimely 
fall. • 

"Yes, yes, I go," he whiqBered soft, 

^ " In fireedom*s cause my swcod to wield ; 

Coliimbia's Iwimer waves aloft. 
And gloiy calls me to the field." • . . 

Then foremost on the foe he prest, 
While war^ rude tempest wildly roared. 

Till, gashing from the hero's breast. 
The purple tide in torrents pour'd. 

He fell ; and, oh ! what fancies stole 

Throogh memory's vista, bright and warm ; 
TiU one lovM image o'er his soul 

Came, like an angel, in the storm. 
But loudly swdl'd the bugle's blast. 

His hand instinctive grasp'd the steel ; 
Again it swell'd— >but all was past, 

The winior'sl)ro8sthad ceas'd to feeL 

WOODWORTK. 
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tiipe tb^ might have been expectedr*^. 
€099i4fring the circumstances under ^ 
which we labpured, we prepared for a -r„ 
ret^t^^^^ this, sl)ew of hostiUty Wftg; «* 
meff^lgm J^^imi to divert iheQnetay*9*m 
attentic»K As soon as night set in, and r 
every object was shroude4 in darkness, ^ 
We^werje ordered to decamp with as UttJe 
noise as possible. We accordingly took 
our boats, and returned up the river, 
leaving the enemy to wonder at our 
sudden and mysterious exit. On the 
following day we reached Isle aux Noix, 
where we remained two, we^eXs* waiting 
for reinforcements." 



Soon after this event, an extreme -bad 
state of heallJ\in(J!iK5e4:g^^?l 5^ 
to retire to Ticonderoga,; and the ^le 
command devolved on general Montgo- 
mery. Immediately on the arrival of 
his expected reinforcement, this intrepid 
and enterprising offiper returned, to the 

vicinity 



Af 
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vicinity of St, Johns, and opened a bat- 
tery against it on the seventeenth day 
of '^Septeiribeh — ** Ammunition, how- 
ever, was so scarce, that the siege could ' 
not be carried on with any prospect of v 
spetedy success; the general therefore 
def^cbed a small body of troops, to at- 
tempt the reduction of Fort Chamblee, 
onlj^ six miles distant. Success attend- 
ed this enterprise ; and, by its surrender, 
six tons of gunpowder were obtained, 
which enabled the general to prosecute, 
the siegi of St. Johns with vigour. The 
garrison, though straitened for provi- 
sions, persevered in defending them- 
selves with unabating fortitude.*^' 

The severe duties of sq arduous a cam- 
paign, the frequent skirmishes, marches 
and counter<«marches, and constant expo- 
sure to sudden' changes of weather, in the 
inclement month of October, were not 
; . . . . without 

* ' ^' Rtmsay's American Revolution. 
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without their e£Pects on the health: of. . 
the soldiers. Among others, Crosby ; 
was seized with a severe indisporitim, ^ 
and removed to the hospital at Isle aua^ ^ 
Noix; but his impatience to share ia 
the dangers and glory of the approaidi- 
ing contest, would not permit him to- \^ 
remain under the surgeon's hands but a>,^ 
few days, when he returned to the army^ ^ 
in direct opposition to the wishes of bis ' 

medical adviser. . 

• .....■ I . 

In relating this incident, Mr. Crosby 
says—" I returned against the surgeon's 
advice, and contrary to the expectations 
of my captain ; for as the time for which 
we had enlisted had nearly expired, he 
had no idea that any of us invalids would- 
rejoin the army. As soon as he saw. 
me, he accosted me in a tone of unaffect- 
ed surprise — * Halloo, Crosby ! have you 
got back? 'yVhat induced you to re-. . 
turn before your health was restored? 

I never 



^ 
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I never expected to see you here again; 
my you might as well have gone home. 
You have not had time to get well ; for 
yott look more like a scarecrow than a 
soldier fit for duty.' I replied, that I 
willed to be with bim ; and that if I 
was not able to ^ht^ I might at least 
frighten the enemy, as he thought I 
looked like a scarecrow. At this re« 
mark he laughed heartily, and told me, 
that if I wished so much to fight, that I 
should soon be gratified. Accordingly, 
in the course of the day, we had a se- 
vere engagement, in which we proved 
victorious ; and, to my great satisfaction, 
I wi^ one of the number that marched 
into the fcMt to the tune of Yankee 
J)podle, and took charge of the prison- 
ersV V 

VOL. L E Our 

■* Major Presfon^ the commanding officer at St. 
Johns^ sunendered that fortress on receiving 'ho« 
noun^ terms of <»j[atulatu)n. ** By those it wa» 

agreed^ 
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Our invalid soon rfecoVered his health, 
afnd continued in the service, until the 
ktmy to6k possesfi^ion df Montreal, 4vhith 
they did, without resistance, '(fii- *£he 
twelfth of November. His ternt df 
enlistment having now expired,' hfe pro- 
posed to return once taoVe to the ' traii- 
quir scenes of his childliood. !Se%ks 
warmly solicited by his commiindant t6 
remain with the artay, and even pro- 
mised promotion if he would comply ; 
but heing strongly imprestsefl ^ith the 
idea that a more extensive field for Use- 

Hfulhess 

• 

agreed^ that the garrison should march out with iiie 
honours of war ; that the officers and privates should, 
ground their arms on the plain ; the officers to keiq^ 
their side-arms^ and their fire-arms he reserved for 
them^ and that the people of the garrison should retain 
their effects. Ahout five hundred regulars^ and one 
hundred Canadians^ hecame prisoners to the provin- 
cials. They also acquired thirty-nine pieces b€ can- 
non^ seven mortars, and two hbwitizers^and »bout 
eight hundred stand of arms. -Amongtke dkaaoa 
Were many brass field-pieces^ an article of which the 
Americans were nearly destitute." 
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fulness would soon be opened in the 
vicinity of New- York, he persisted in 
hid intention of leaving the army. In 
eompany with several others, whose 
term liad also expired (having enlisted 
for six iBonths only), he embarked in a 
^all schooner for Crown Point*, where 
be arrived about the first of December. 

E 2 " From 



*' On Lake Cliamplaia^ about twelve miles north 
of Ticonderoga. The celebrated fortress of Crown 
Pointy one of the best ever erected within the pre- 
sent territory of the United States^ gave its name 
tDrthis tbwn^ which contains the ruins of the fort. 
Along the lake^ the M)*£euse4s pretty levels but high 
nMmntama pervade the "Western part. The fort it- 
self is on a: point of land jutting far into the water 
northward^ «nd washed by a considerable bay on the 
west^ odled Wettt Btiy. This fortress was first 
erected hythe French, in 1731, and called Port St. 
Frederick* In 1759> it was surrendered to the 
British trcx^ under general Amherst, and was oc- 
cnqpied by them' until May 14, 1775, when it fell 
into the hands of the Americans (as stated in a pre- 
ceding note), but was evacuated in 1776, and again 

fell 
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From thence»** says he, "our little 
party proceeded on foot to Ticonderc%a^ 
wbere we procured a small boat, and 
rowed up the river which connects Lake 
George with Champlain. On reaching 
the falls, however, we were compelled 
to draw our boat on shore, and drag it 
on the ground, across a neck of land 
about a mile in width. In this manner, 
with immense labour and fatigue, and 
suffering greatly from the indemiency of 

the 



f^ into the hands of the British. The walls were 
of wood and earthy twenty-two feet thick^ and aix- 
teen feet in height; it was ahout fifteen hundred 
yards square, surrounded hy a deep and broad ditch^ 
cut in a solid granite rock^ with unmense labour. 
On the north is a double row of strong stone hax*- 
rftdcs, of a capacity to contain two thousand troops. 
On the same side was a gate^ a strong drawbridge, ' 
and a covered way to the margin of the lake. The 
whole are now in ruins, and the outworks, of which, 
there were some pretty extensive, are little else than^ 
heaps of mbHsh, barely sufficient to i^vive reinem- 
bfttim. — Spaffartts Gazetteer, 
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ttie season, we reached Sabbath-day 
Point **, in Lake George. Here, how- 
>. e8 ever, 

n .-^1,. ;• • • • • • 

- '^^ AiiBaUed,' from its having been the scene of a 
1)ljQ(|3.;.ni«48acre on the Sabbath day. A, large pac- 
tT of wiiites had encamped there^ ifvithout suspect^ 
ing an enemy to be near them; but the Indians 
diine npon them suddenly^ and cut them off, al- 
most to a man. Very few escaped to tell the disas- 
trpya story^ We have often heard the tradition, 
l^ut f^ not in possesion of the particulars. Lake 
George, of course, could not have been attractive 
t6 bur travelleni in the middle of winter ; but in 
any other season it is the most beautiful sheet of 
dear water in America, perhaps in the world* It is 
abonit thirty-three miles in length, and nearly two 
in txreadth. Its northern extremity approaches 
within two and a half miles of Lake Champlain, and 
the outlet is little more than three miles long, 
where it is said to descend one hundred and fifty«, 
sevesQ feet. Lake George is surrounded by high 
mountains, and is excelled in romantic beauties hf 
no limilar waters in the world. Its water is very 
de^j, the bottom so dean, that ndther winds or 
flreshets render it turbid, and it abounds with the 
finest pCfi^ fop, ^^ JSolmon tnmt are, tan 
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ever, no friendly shelter awaited us; 
and though almost perishing witlt ool^ 
we could obtain no better quarters than 
an old pig-stye. This miserable substi- 
tute for a tent was soon filled. wHb ¥nish 
and straw ; when, with wet feet and 
shivering bodies (all of us being thihly 
clad), we laid ourselves down to rest 
from the fatigues of the day." 

At early dawn^ on the fi^wiiig 
morning, this intrepid little party re- 
sumed their unpleasant journey; and^ 
ailer several days of fatigufi aod suff^^ 
ing, without meeting any remarkable 
adventure, at length reached their re- 
spective homes in safety. 

After a few weeks repose bad j^estoved 
Crosby to bis usual health and strength, 
he resumed the peaceful occupation of 

sboi?-^ 

ken> weigbing twenty pmm^ and npwaid^ witii 
a great variety of other ^h. 



Mk 
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^oe-nv^ipg, in bis fprioer ^tuation at 
P^pbqry. Ijlere he CQiitiflued uatil the 
t^en^y-§ftl? of January 177.6,. when a 
suc^dea gloQiQ was spread over the whole 
<x>i)ntry» by th^ dis^irpus news^ that 
hijs beloved general, the brave and ami- 
able Montgomery, had fallen before the 
walls of Quebec, on the last day of De- 
cember. Even at this distant period 
(1828), Mr. Crosby cannot speak on this 
subject without emotion. The soldiers 
almost adored Montgomery ; and there 
was scarcely an individual that had ever 
served under him, but shed tears for his 
untimely fate. Crosby was so much 
affected on first hearing of the melan- 
choly event, that he found it difficult to 
pursue an occupation that gave so much 
opportunity for painful reflections; he 
therefore sought relief in change of sce- 
nery, and paid a visit to his friends in 
Kent, where we will leave him for the 
present, while we take a glance at the 

£ 4 state 
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state of the country, on the opening of 
the eventful year 1776. In doing this 
\^e shall discover the causes which 
prompted the subject of this memoir to 
assume a new character in the revolu- 
tionary drama — that of a SPY, on the 
" Neutral Ground." 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE TORIES. 

Know, YSkiot) wfaati inch paltiy dayef prerame 
To^nSz in trcMon, if Ae plot succeedi, 
They*ie thtown nei^ected by : but, ifitfiuls, 
They're mie to die like dogs, m y6a shall do. 

Addisok. 

The winter of 1775-6 passed tardily 
away, and no military movements of 
consequence were made on either side. 
The British troops remained shut up in 
Boston, under the command of general 
William Howe, the perfidious Gage 
having saU^ for England. The conti- 
nental army in the vicinity of Boston was 
* *'^ ' E 5 rapidly 
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rapidly decreasing, by the expiration of 
the short period for which the soldiers 
had enlisted ^. Although Congress had 
exerted all its Energies to create a new 
army, still the recruiting service went 
on very slowly^ and no active operations 

were 



* At the dose of the year 1775, the continental 
army near Boston was reduced to a very critical 
situation^ ht^rtg obliged to sulistitiite new ^raised 
troops and nulilaa^ in the pl^cfi a£ thoae vrho had 
been in siervice ti¥e or six iOQiithfl; mid this ex- 
change w,a8 .made within inuskf»t<dH>t ot the ene^ 
ngr's lin^. During part of this period, their num« 
hers were not sufficient to man the lines, nor was 
there powder enough in camp to furni^h^/oji^r XDup^ 
a man ! They had only four small. Inass cannon 
and a few old honey^comb iron pieces, with their 
tninnioiis broketn off^ and thefle were ingeaioudy 
bedded in timbers, in the same manp^ as tl|^, gS 
^stocking a musket. These machines w^re e^^r^e- 
ly unwieldy and inconvenient, ^nequirtng .mij^ 
skill and labour to elevate and depress them, diad 
the enemy in Boston been made aeqitainled ivim 
:the lituation of their besi^jen^, ihe .owseqiiasiM^ 
JiUght have been unpleasant.— TAoc/^i Journal. 
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^fimiitt<»Dpt«l until :tbi^ hf^nmd^ 

^Qitflfe &PIQ tbf^ jii^iglits of DQUchq^t^rff 
Qefup^edl general Hoirie tQ evfuniAte 
S(«ilQiMuti4 thus i^yed the auffering 
intebitonte ffom %hw fiUtq^s and pi^ 
vatioiDs f. The British army was hastily 

£ ,6 eiDbarke4 

♦ See Appendix^ No. IV. 

t^Tb^ disiMffied of the inhabitants of Boston^ 
during the memorable win^ of 1775^, exceed de* 
scription. They had been promised permission to 
leave the town^ if they would deliver up their arms^ 
^irhich were aecordiogly depodted in Faneul-Hall^ 
tb die care* cfihe select-men. But no sooner were 
^'oitbeiisvti0m{))et^ dis^rnied^ Itfaan Oage vio- 
Ifited his .agrieem^t, and refused to let them de« 
part. Nor was general Howe^ his successor^ any 
more lenient ; for he issued a proclamation^ prohi« 
X*ltog »P fi^5Wn»;iWt^W.tin&^^ quit the town, 
Jrt*oi;^t,|fc OT^t^^a %nfie, ,oji paaally of jni&aiy 
Wfpi^;iWfk if^*ey cg^jjed^ tkey w«re to be 
ppsc;(i^d^ «g9Nif «i^5<9^f> afldtheur effects to be 
ftvcfeit^ .rfSb^ 0fimytett^ may be ewdly con* 
a^i^ ;?Q^J@yB|ted town was a aoene offamhf 
' ■" -. ' '■ " and 
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eimblrked on botfrd ^& dhifM and^ram^ 
ports then lying in the harbour, toge« 
tha* with a host of tarici and refitget^^ 
who claimed the protection of genend 
Howe, and abandoned their bleedit^ 
country. The fleet proceeded to Hdi- 
fax, where the loyal fugitives were land- 
ed, and where Howe determined to re- 
main, until the arrival of his brother 
from England, with the expected rein- 
forcements, should enable him to pursue 
the war with vigour. 

Immediately after this joyful event, 
Washington sent on the continental 
army, in detachments, to New- York ; 
lind as soon as he had made sonie neces- 
sary 

and distress ; the inliabitaiits were almost in a state 
of starvation, for the want of food and fueL TcS- 
tally destitute of vegetables^ flour, and fresh piroyi- 
sions, they were a6tually obliged to feed on horsed 
flerfi ; wh!le l^e fiews of churches, old houses, and 
timbered wharves, were demolished for fUel<-« 
Tkacher's Journal 




fiaryrammgements for the future dfignK99 
of; die. raateni atates» lie hastened qq 
ldiaiQelf» and made. every pos^ihle prepto 
ntian for the reception qf the expecilii)d 
endmy» who did not arrive at Sandy 
Hook until the twenty-ninth of Juite^ 

^ After waiting at Halifax: two or three 
naontbs^ for the arrival of his brpthj^r* 
lord Howe, with his " motley mercenar 
ries from Hesse, Hanover, and Bruns* 
wick,'* sir William became impatient -of 
delay, and set sail for New- York, ac- 
companied by admiral Sbuldham. Here, 
however, he found the continental aro^y 
so strongly posted on Long Island and 
the island of New- York, that he did not 
immediately attempt any thing of con- 
sequence, but landed his troops at Statei) 
Island, and there awaited the arrival qf 
his brother. .. , 

In the mean time, the declaration of 

INDEPEN- 



(NDBPfiNDBKCB was adopte^ by Oon^ 
gress, and puUtshed to the nation. . Four 
dayv ^fter its passage, it was read to the 
army at New* York, by whom it was re* 
Q^^ed with the most entfau^astic Je^ 
monstrations of joy. A leaden statae 
of his majesty, George the Third, was 
immediately thrown down, and run into 
bullets, for the reception of lord Howe, 
aAid his host of mercenaries^ wlio aeriviMl 
four days afterwards, with a formidable 
squadron. 

, ■ , r , 



After amusing, or rather insuljtingi 
the American government with an in- 
aldmissible proposition of reconciliation, 
the enemy made preparations to act wi£h 
vigour. Having been j(»ned kxy ffiiAie 
repulsed troops from the south war^JK^ 
and the broken squadron und^r. the 
command of sir Peter Parker ; by a ise^ 
giment from St. Augustine, and another 

' "' ■ fnom 

^ See first note, in Chapter VIII. 
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ffom Ptniflcola { abo;' b)r a fbw trMpp 
fiom'^ St Vinceiyts, 8oim sofiall additiMtf 
from other |iostg, imd a oonsiderablq 
party of tark^ from Ne^ Jersey/ and 
from the epvironi of Fhiladdlphia and 
Kew-York, whidi, hf great indwtry; 
had been ^Uected and embodied by gc^ 
rernar Try4m/> Che rhole hostile army 
croiaed the ohMind, and fainded on Long 
Iiland, where they w^re posted, in d^ 
tacbniienta, on the south side, from one 
end jof the ishuid to the other, separated 
from the American army by a ridge of 
hills, oovered svith woods. 

1 ■ • . k 

"Tryon, it will he reeoHected; was the 
Isrit governor who presided at New^ 
York, ttiMler the erown of £ngland;* Hie 
had fiMtiteiiy been governor of North 
Ciarolttia, where his severities had rei^ 
dered his very name universally detett- 
i6d^VKHer'oficx)un^ entered • witb great 
Mai. into all the .measures of the British 

government; 
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government ; and endeayoiired, with art» 
inftuenoet and intrigue (of which he waa 
perfect master), to induce the city of 
New- York, and the inhabitants under 
bis government, to submit quietly, and 
not unite with the other colonies in thm 
plans of opposition. Failing in this pur* 
pose, and becoming apprehensive for his 
own personal safety, he left the seat q£ 
government, and put himself at the head 
of a body of torics, whom he assisted in 
butchering their fellow-countrymen, and 
compaitting the most shocking enormi*'. 
ties on the defenceless inhabitants of 
New Jersey, and wherever else he could 
penetrate. He constantly held out mch 
flattering inducements for these wretched 
to join him, that scarcely a day passed 
without his receiving recruits from some 
ipiartar. ; 

.. At: this period the ^ Committee oi 
Safety" for the colony of New^Yorkt 

: .nrijjK'i •.)*•! ^ consisted 



bdiMiislled of Messrs. Jay, Piatt; Du6iV 
and Sackett^^gentlemen Who have sme^ 
bdd conspicuou&i situations in thi^ gc^ 
veiiraient of their emancipated country. 
It of course became the policy of thi# 
comtnittee to counteract, as far as in 
them by, the arts and intrigues of the 
wily Tryon. For this purpose, they 
exercised the utmost vi^ance to pre- 
vent the taries from joining the standard 
of the enemy, and felt perfectly justified 
in resorting to coercive measures to ef* 
feet this desirable object In fact, sa 
daring bad become their exposition and- 
outrages, that any lenity extended tck 
wards them would have been oruelty to^ 
the friends of liberty, as the following' 
fiiets will amply demonstrate. 

A gang of these unprindpled wretehe^ 

who had associated in New-^York for 

the purpose of joining the British a^my> 

had eVen concerted a plan to assassinate 

•M it. Washington, 
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Wa^^ingtpi^ ajr>ii $aia«6 other offioeca; 
and ly^ile pur firmy; ;was engaged wiih 
the eni^my, to b)pMr up the. loagazines. 
The qiayor pf tb^iQity, Md an arooourer 
who i9^a$ f^m^lpj^fd: w waking viflea for 
the torifif, tPg^tber* 'with aevend QtherSt 
were tajken into; cus^y^ andcpoanutted 
to prison. The rnayorf on examination^ 
confe^iSie4 th^^t he had reoei!v^ed; jgiWkfs^ 
ftojga Tryon to pay the arinoucer for the 
riftes, Two of . Washington'a ) body- 
givarda w^^ oonfedei^ate^ in thia oefa^ 
rioi\8^^Qpie ; but a third* to. wfaooi th^a 
aeqret r^i^^M eoniSdied, honestly disj;^kmd 
the iufhnmtion.; Sevei^al of these xca»^ 
creainta wera tried and con victed^ and 
two or. three were executed. 

About the same time» a similar plot 
\iii9. bi^Qu^t tjO light in Albany, b^f the 
ciQiifewon- oCtuM) Uxm^^ Their plau 
waato aet thfi city on fire, and blo.vif \3^. 
the magaaine. In consequence of this 

premature 
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prejQciature exposal, some of the conspl- 
ratoi® were apprehended, and the med^ 
tat^d plot frustrated *. 

But the most dangerous and culpable 
of these internal enemies, were those 
who had the efl&ontery and address to 
pas3 themselves off for whigs. One of 
these W9S doctor Benjamin Church, who 
had long sustained a high reputation as 
a patriot and a son of liberty. He had 
b^Q.i^ member of the bouse of r^ire- 
sentatives of Massachusetts, and was a& 
terwarda ai^inted auigeon-^eneral an4 
c^i'ector of the . hospitals. .Previous to 
the eVaCttfttioiii of Boston, howevevi be 
W9» detect^ ia it traitorous torrespoft- 
d^me with tlffi enemy — ^tried, eonyicte^ 
and expelted fron^ Uie house of repe# 
sentitUvei^ fnd ordered to bq^doaelyi 
confined in some secure gaol in C<»necVi 

ticut. 
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ticut, without, the use of pen, ink, t» 
paper ; and that no person be alloiited* t6 
converse with him, except in the^jprcs* 
sence and hearing of a magistrate, or the 
sheriff of the county/* After all this, 
however, he, was finally permitted tm 
depart from the country. He and hid 
family embarked for the West Indict 
but the vessel. foundered at sea^ and aU 
were lost* 

A man by the name of Ledwit2, wfad" 
by his own solicitation had beeti kpi 
pointed lieutenant-colonel in the ^xmti^ 
nental army, was also detected in a tr«l^ 
torous correspondence with the infamous 
Trypn. He intrusted his letter to one 
Steen, an honest German, to be conk 
veyed to New- York; but considering: 
it his duty to expose the perfidy, the 
messenger delivered it to Washingtotkf 

By 
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l^y this criminal act the perfidious 
wretch had forfeited his life, according 
to the articles of war ; but on his trial 
by a court-martial, his life was saved by 
the casting vote of a militia officer, who 
pretended some scruples of conscience f 
He was, however, cashiered, and deda* 
red incapable of' holding any military 
office in the American siervice*. 

But it is unnecessary to multiply in- 
stances. Enough has been said to show 
that the tories were the most insidious, 
virulent, and implacable enemies, with 
which the friends of liberty had to con- 
tend, in the fearful struggle which se- 
cured the independence of these United 
States. Internal secret enemies are al- 
ways more dangerous than open avowed 
foes in the field ; and it ought to be con- 
sidered as a signal and remarkable inter- 
position 

* See ThM^er^s Journal^ p. 64. 
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position of Divine Providence, that their 
vile machinations were so frequently de- 
feated. But Providence always operates 
by instruments ; and among the most leffi- 
cient» patriotic, disinterested, and suc- 
cessful agents, in counteracting the me- 
ditated treachery and machinations of 
internal secret enemies, was Enoch 
Crosby, as will be sufficiently shewn in 
the following pages. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 

« 

SECRET SERVICES. 

What if it diat yoa would impart to me ? 
If it be au^t toward the general good, 
Set honour in one eye, and death i* the other, 
And I will look on both indifferently : 
For let the gods so speed me, as I love 
The name of honour more than I fear death. 

The unfortunate hMtle of Ix)ng-I$land» 
the cofis^ttent i^treat ^ the Atn^can 
aHuy, and the Subsequent bccupMion 
of the city of New- York by the British, 
under general Howe, are events fami- 
liar to every reader. The first occurred 

on 
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on the twenty-seventh of August Vff^^ 
and the last on the fifte^ith of the f^^ 
lowing month. The afikir at Ki[^% 
Bay*, the contest at Harlaem Hei^^ 
and the landing of the enemy at ThragV 
Neck, in Westchester county, followed' 
each other in rapid succession, and ex« 
cited the most lively interest through- 
out the country. 

It was during the occurrence of theses 
important transactions, that Crosby de- 
termined to rejoin the standard <^ his" 
country. Several months' repose had 
recruited his health and strength^ after 
the fatigue and sufferings of his nor- 
thern expedition. He was now in the 
twenty-seventh year of liis ag^ with 
every personal and mental qualificatMir 
requisite for acts of enterprise, liazard^^ 
and address. In height he was nearly.' 

* See Cfhi^ter VI. third paragraph. 
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sj^B^fot^witb broad sh<wldew» fiiU diestv. 
i^Sld afiberal share of bone and mosde^ 
\fa^ not a superabundance of flesh*. 
Aeli^e^ athletic, and inured to hard- 
fillips, he determined no longer to in« 
dbttlget in inglorious ease, while his braise 
oo^i^inp^men wete in arms, in defence of 
tbeir flights and. liberties, and while per* 
sons of every age, sex, and conditipn^ 
were cheerfully submitting to unexam-* 
pled^ privations, for the sake of political 
fi?eedomf. He therefore resumed his 
l^impipac)^, ^;shpuldered his musket^ and, 
dlice wore bidding adieu to the rural 
scenes of Kent, lie bent his course to« 
VOL. t ; F wardi^ 



nddfle liei^lit; spare> but fUll of bone aad i^uscle. 
His '^es were gKsf» 8unken> lestless; and, for the' 
few momoiis tihat tbey dwelt on the couatenanbistf 
tit thoi^ with' nvhom he tbnverBed, seemed to' x^ 
tteteiy soiil.— *iSj^> Fd. t. 



t See Appendix, No. % 
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niranis the hmdpquarte» of the Americm 
army. .•..:• , : ■ . . •• L:-- 

. ' fi .■■■■'• ■■■■: r::.r. 

It was towards the Qloa$ of a wairm 
day, in. the month of September 177i6^ 
that he readied a wild and j rciOMOtio 
ravine^ in ib^ i»un1^ q£ Weattdbeiti^$# 
Here he Ml iq^witba gentleniatot ;i^l«i 
appeared • t6 . be . itttvel)iiig ia the saiM 
direction, ttn^ wiili whQiii.:be jsicioii'jan^ 

* Westchester Countjis sittiated en tke easit-ride 
of the HudsoAi inwiediately f^bore YoikclBlaQd^:. 1% 
is jou^ to Futpiam County on tke norths a^d 
<Pppii]LeQticut on the eastj. comprismg aho\it ,four 
hunted and eighty square miles. It enjoys a direct 
communication with the Hudson on the west^ and 
with tb# Bwmi on the spuj^b-eaji^ . ItfrSi^rfafe,^ in 

b^utifuJlJri^l^dAl]fotiAg^M4k2^i^^ ^ 

that i%irfe^]rtf(ii»tvMi$ii9 9»4f^ 

of this county, lying hetwWfclih,^!tVii lifis^c^^^lii^ 
during the revolutionaxy w:ar, was called the '' Nxu- 
tJUJi OaouMn.7 ^:\^. ,-i[ .::..-/•. s-c; •> 



%. 
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tered into&in^suf^ tx)p¥«]:falMii i .Among 
other !q[Uestipns^ tbi^lsjtiuagei! imjoUvd^i^ 
Crosby wbA goi^g ". dqfwnr h^nw T\ tft 
wblolirhe^readUy answ^r^iiii fihe.aflSrrt 
matlvje;T The ;. interr<]f^b>r vAPtpear^d 
pleased with this reply, and let fpU a^o)^ 
Biptemoxok whidi plainly iadiicateii that 
he had' \ V- mi^t^ed^n hi» m^/,suppp3ing 
Crosby tq :bfe;arl^alist, pn his tfay^ to 
join/ the Biitiph army^ The latter liVf 
stantily perceiyM, the adiyantagei which 
might ( be deiiYed from ihisr jixustake, and 
m^ei hw 'Ueff, ioonipataiim . to ^renojaiii 
under the erroneouis imf>Ke8aion. 



• ■ .. . • ' . • ^ 



^* Are yott not: awaJ-e^". said the stranf 
£^r; f ^th^vU[jia>so;QQe^bat ^ai^aidQUSitQ 
igo d^vm alkmfi ?u^The ri^la anions tb^ 
aUrtf aod. youctti^j^ineet ixvitbiobstadi^i 
t^ttrjaijDOfe%>ei^pl^uaaiit.!'..w. :r, . 

. >* Irfde6dirL.ret;a»i*d.c CroAj^,, witb 

mbcb affected vmcemvu.^ Whdti course 

wCHiid^oiiriheDL ad vise) me to i puifsu^ ?''/ 

; r8 '**! will 



*^ I will tdl you, fiir. ^ I Ireside but a'' 
short distance from bence ; go with me^- 
tod make mj houte your; faoine.6H^ » 
few dajrsy when you can go down witb* 
a company that is now forming for that 
purpose.** - - • > - - ? 

^ ^^'That is ind^ a piost fortunate cir- 
cumstance,'* replied Crosby ; *^ and I ac- 
cept the hospitable ipvitation, with aa 
nftuch ccx'diality as it appears to -have 
been giv^n. This arrangement will i^e^ 
lieve iny miitd from a load of an:ridtyy 
and I shall feel myself under a weight- 
of obligation to you." - - 

** Not at all, sir ; it is a pleasure to 
serve those who, in these trying tiunes, 
retain their integrity, and remain fiuth-i 
&X to his majesty. I am happy toknow 
that many of my neighbours Bxe^of tbia 
class ; and though the Tigilance ^f Jay^ 
Duer,.Platt, Sa^ett, and their dduded 
instruments, compel my iriends to be 
very ctrepmspect in their tnovemetitsi 
i:^ A ^ ^ : there 




lod 

Ihere is tk6 ^oubt i^ tfadr being able to 
oopoplf te theii* airangenoents^ and reach* 
Bag I the annjr c without itadestation^ 
They wiU very gladly reodve you a» a 
]^mber, aAd in their company yoU will 
be perfectly isafe." 

** I have no doubt of it/* returned 
Crosby ; ^' and am impatient to be in- 
^•oduoeid to tbeir acquaint tode,"* : ; 
.>>'/^ Yonder is .toy reridence ; and you 
i{aed irefrei^meiit a(id repose. Re^t y oiir^ 
S§lf:tBh^hUt md in; the morning your 
sTtUJ^ shall be gl^tified.'' ^ 

r». — '' '■•'.• ■■■...< ','..' 

T Cro^y readily acceded to this propo* 
sfl, md IbUowed^ his new 'acquaintance 
into a sradl e^fdosure, tlmt led to a neat 
|iirin*^QUse at a :$hort distance from the 
tOad. Kere he was reoeived with a cor** 
dial wt^locH^i md furnished with sudi 
refredbments as his situation required. 
After sapper, the evening was spent in 
OMf^niiiig on a^variety q£ subjects^ that 
r,>i^.>4r p 3 naturally 
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nktwMy^gww'ini' bf ttie oriticil ^Mrte 
of the ii»i€ir«t^bH;peftodi; 41^ abltilirjr 
easily ^Motimagiiied ^to i/HMm pM8«d ^ 

tibki :iotettigisfice» tfiid ^ ¥ekt^4»if»^^<^ 
had no suspicion of the elittrdc^ t^' fall 
guest ■ . - . -w* : -•'. r :i »' 

Haviri^fhadJab oi gft M -Uibfe Atglriii)i'W6t» 
Mid 8<«ubfCtt»<k^1)f>^£i8i;>Closi6y''re< 

t&et hiMk to ftuetii <»f^ hht: nifej^ift($^ni m 
were faithful to the ft)}ld^;dt^l flirtlM- 
larly those who were about forming i^ 
oocnpattf 'iajdn the Si^dslt aitfii}r>> I 

^ftniitted iHih 4lie.»]gen4«;^lb^foii«: I jMh 
liilAhpe «hti»piiw. 'I« Is %4bl 'ti*J^wim 
et 'fsRV ■ pmflMaiasr ^ that oiA" 'ii sitf^ 
tbuAedV'i ^^ to«eie and judge J;>f M)^- 
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IFhi^YtJUOftaUetiess of thte |0fai»fe i 

dttcod 
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daded ll»^kind eiitertauim todomply 
wsith ^ ivitboiit dehiy^ CiosbfiiiraS' acM 
totcliiig^y iEDtradiK^^j^^ iiiiiiibeprbf 
pMsdni^ on wsxiyx£ Whom the shadow 
ii iu^pici(m^ha& ne^^er. Iiefore Mghted^ 
the)^^ having ever profiHg^ito be>>iNinwi 
aiHieffente of ihe AtneriwiicsHiftc. 'Bv&y 
one i Heodved hirp iK^th >ooi4ialitys - and 

ti»feki8l diflgnig^.oij reBtxa^ 
fijbtdj had tl;^^ been thro wa^ofl&thm 
guoxjd b^ :thek jeoilfid^nte in tbe^pi^Bion 
wl«> Ittd; t^eooi^Qi^ded fakui ^He found 
fi» "vrhde ci them to bei>mo8l'hrreteMte 
knd virulent in tiieir hcstifitjr 'to . the 
friendiB df Uherty, aiid wasi^eontixxied 
that he could hot Fenderii greater ser- 
vice to his bleeding country, than by 
doonteraeting the inaohkiationci i df her 
mosidaqg^sous (bcieaitse niost; sedret and 
ihiJidipni^ foes. 

Aboordingly, at the e^^^nttioQ 6f 
> t^;t /. F 4 three 
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three days, during which time . he .had 
made himself master of all the inforinia*- 
tion in their power to communiciite ^and 
sonie of them, held secret correspondmce 
)vith the enemy)».he told his host, that 
ke.felt:.t6o impatient to join the army, 
tp. wait .any longer the dilatory move- 
fnen ts of this company ; he was .there«» 
fore resolved to prciceed alone, and to 
trust to fortune and his own address for 
protection. After vainly exhausting 
every argument to dissuade h^i guest 
from so hazardous a project, the other 
finally consented ; and Crosby resumed 
his knapsack and musket, took leave of 
his entertainer, and was soon out of sight 
on the road to New^York.. 

♦ *•■ ","' ' f* % .' 

V In. this direction, however, he did not 
travel long; but took advantage of an 
abrupt angle in the road, to change bis 
course; when leaving the highway, he 
plunged into a thicket, apd pursued his 

way. 
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way, through a pathless tract of country, 
lA $ nOrth«we$tem direction. 

';''•' ' • .... 

'He bad heard of a Mr. Young, who 
jresided- within eight miles from White 
Plains, ^nd knew him; from reputation, 
to be a warm friend to the American 
eau^;- with him, therefore, he deter- 
mined to consult on the proper steps to 
be- taken with • respect to the arrest of 
these traitors to their country. Owing, 
however, to tKp circuitous route he had 
adopted, to ia void the observation of his 
late associates, night had set in before 
his journey was half accomplished ; and 
jtwas with extreme difficulty that h^ 
" groped his darkling way" through the 
wild and broken region that lay between 
him and the object of his pursuit. Hills 
were to be climbed, thickets penetrated, 
and streams forded, before he could gain 

the road which was to conduct him to 

• • - • - . 

jqansion of Mn Young. 

., •. F 5 All 



r ■-<■ 



'^ Alt theater '^KflSSfllwcSi' IIMIir^tt^ W§K 
at length blif^''sdfmd«ftifedV^^b^ If 
was near midnight when he reached th^ 
6nd or bis journey. FortunkSftl]^- Ihe 
master of the l^oiise was siilF'tip and 
alone, his^ family having all rkited^ 

' Ctosby was a stiranger, ' ah^' the "bote 
unseasonable ; biit 'such di^guliistatides 
were not uniisuar'^iit thosfe **8timng 
tS^mes.^ He was prbmptfy adtaitted> 
and politely invited to take a' seat ; 
when Mr. Young, fixing oh him a 
sea^chin^ gSLze (as if ankious tier p^e- 
trate into fitesiecrrt recesses of Rii^btart^ 
and there to i^ead hiis ri^r chatacteirl in*> 
timai;ea that he wiits ready to lemi the 
purport of ms untimely visit. 



Crosby Was aware that the inhabitants 
in that sectibn of the countiy, had lost 
much of thefir' ^rmer confidbnce in eadi 
Other, and knew not whom to trust; hh 

therefore 



tbesiifbMi hMtmei tojcgqplam Jlie outlet 
af bbintvimbiijiaBdrelieve bis host firom 
the evidenl anbarnrtsmeot his suspicions 
had cre8t^4ltr.-> i^ 

• •/ ■'-*•(, ' t>ii.> ,i^'iif'i.tii}' >.^ , .. . 
■^z^^,I:i unjokratand, ..sir,f i.said . ;Crosby^ 
*$.tfafl!tiydii:acii.&sfiiekid toithe 'upper 
peoftyjC ^jQhre fneileaVje taaskiflhave 
been eqnectiy infiiKmed ? Is it .tatie ?''. ; 
** Yes? M-/* promptly replied the 
. - . F 6 other; 

* The pouQty of Westcbester^ after the British 
had 6ht»uie3 posseiimoii of &e island of New-York^ 
became oommoit ground^ in whidi hoA parties con* 
fSoAedftodiit to tfte^SBmaiiidciv of the war oi the re* 
▼ohitipn* /lAf Ifig^ prqK>rtioa of its inhafaitaz^tfl;^ 
either restrained by their attachments, or influenced 
by their fears;^ affected a neutrality they did not al- 
ways feel.^— iSjpy, P'ol. I 

t As^reqpects location, the Americans were al- 
ways the *5 ujper*' party> in the, vicinity of New* 
YtiAii f(»r' tdiiS^ rixiey tetdixted possession of th« 
df^-^ 'Binikh wcarfs still below then^^ at Staten 
Idtod* ;Thd same relative position continued on 
reat through the county of Westchester. 
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other; ^ it is true; ' I am a frieiii 
my country; and am not afraid cnr whiE^ 
med to avow it, to friend or foe." ' 

** I have always understood^ sir, that 
such was your character, and rejoice to 
find that I am hot deceived. Under 
this impression, I have taken the liberty 
to wait on you, for the purjioise of com-r 
municatiiig information that may prove 
beneficial to the Americaix caui^;" 

^^ Gro on, sir," returned the host, in a 
tone bordering on sternness, and with- 
out. relaxing his featiireis. "Proceed ; 
J am alirattention."; 

'"'^ Do you know, sir^that there are 
traitors arOund you ?-— that even some 
0f yCur neighbours are secretiy* concert- 
ing plans, to assist the common enemy 
in plundering and butchering their own 
"birethfen attd fellow-tsountry men ?** 
. K I jam well aware;'* tetumed. You hg, 
.with ft i^igbj ^^ that there are too many 
'Who feel ' secretly- disposed to aid the 
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cause of the toeaiy. But they dare not 
openly avo* it.'* : /' : 

; "That 4s true, air;*' 

*^ Ob that I ktoew^ them !** continue^ 
the4io8t,. with increasing animation^ as 
he itose from) : his Sj^. ** Oh that I 
ooi^ki designate them-~point them out 
^name them ! Thciy : should , soon be 
linked^tog€sther, by closer and stronger 
ties . than tfao$e : which now connect 

them;'^ - V.a ; :: , r 

" Then,;: ,«rj^ . replied , Crosby, with 
confidenice, rising on his feet, and ap- 
proaching the other, '^ I have news that 
will interest you^ : I hay ^ just left a com<- 
pany of tbese wretches, after having 
spent: three days with them, and know 
all their plans. .Their intention- ia to 
3^n the, 'Jpweji? party,' with whom they 
>iQw^ hold a ^ret correspondence, and 
itaise their p^Qidal hands against their 
.bloediog country.". ':> , 

ii •' •* It 
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" Itis tS6St ti^ae, ^ I hhdW l^em 
all — have visited their &lii]iesi<&att«iMiu 
ed their secret meetttigsi^kusMBtedi fhtoi 
^ MkitUiiitig ftieir ncfiifibus p)ih».K 

*' ZtkJtMdt Vhrn ym yMmel£>c*«Uf. 
^ <' tTn^i^fand me," ititetra^te^ Gros. 
tty^ x'lthaV&'IeTetiett this ^dcefitoo 
^mefi' £f tfet^ d^n Mid avow«fli eneniiee 
df «Mff cro^WCry» «d be^ ' on t^nm 'of iidit 
mniy wifh her- itkitet fb^ exoe^t iirt 
the purpose of discovering and previoib 
ik]^ theif* «8D^ntfpIaeed i;relich0i7/ 

Tctt>i€ d^fpLve tfpartictiiap detail 
de «hi^'drkfiittiyi6^ coiineed^ with^ liia 
ifiC^bAitie^ 'td llie" men^b^Ki o0 ihiB 
«i^^l ^hfedieiliG^'^pariiiiailiin pit^ 
#fKich ^te* reader' id ah^d^ aeqdtiiHted^ 
ted as' h^'^Vdiitea^, the deuntena^te' of 
Ih -atldfldr 'g»diulfly> !bri||htehtid. iM 
^n as h\^h!Bia'finiilhed>, the ht^r seisnd 
Ui^ ea^lf by the hahdj .and; with 
sparkling eyes, exclaim^-'^" Is- tfafe 
true, upon the honour of a' nian' ?" 

"It 





urn 

the olhef^ H and^ifi yotti^witt^wsiari ue 
with j€Mv adHce^md^XMiptmli^ dghl^ 
and-forty hourar shdl not ekpse unlB 
you are oonvinoed by the testimony of 

eifelMtned YeuAg^litaingibis bat. ""Ite 

if Safi^ arr. at Wlafe 

(Bind lMtbar> weviMsfc-proeecd 

' S^oHoir me qakkly^ and 

I wiJl be yoor pilot;'* 

Crosby was not backward in oomply* 
i^witfe tbigiinjunclicn]^ tkosgkdlreiidy 
mneh ftl%iii9d -by?' Uarrrncnti jouim^ 
bu«|)rom^t^'foB«weAofai0;faas(^igi^^ 
(^ ttib ttidnigte eki|raiah.s IFtoee* 
ro^Si 4li^ st^eansi weie but.€^%bttii]i». 
peditaflMtits^ - / . 

'« T6 lietttt iMohad; and llffl^ ' 

■ • ■ ■ , » - - , 

and befQi;e. two Q^xiTocTt they &und Chem*^ 
selves at the end of their journey , in the 

viUage 



village of White Plains, and in presence 
of the honourable John Jay, one of the 
most vigilant of these Mratchful guar- 
dians of the public safety « 

' ■ ■ - ...» 

•• • 

This gentleman being pnade acquaint*^ 

• 

ed with the foregoing particulars; dis- 
missed his infprmants with a request 
that they would remain near at hand^ 
for further instructions, as he intended, 
at early dawji, to convene the tommittee, 
and hold a consultatioti on the Impor- 
tant subject. 
*" .... 1 J ' . 

- Were we writing a roinanee, instead 
of an authentic narrative of events which 
actually occurred, and could we com- 
mand the descriptive pen of our inimit- 
able Cooper, here wquld be the place to 
introduce a series of incidents which at- 
tended (or might have atten4?d) the 
subsequent movements of our two noc- 
tprnal adventurers. Their difficulty in 
o„. procuring 



procuring comfortable quarters for th6 
remainder; pf the nigbtrr-a description of 
ithe village inn, . where they finally sue* 
ceeded in. rousing the lazy landlord from 
bis: slumbers— -the motley group which 
lay snoring.pn the floor of the bar-room 
fr-a portraiture of the florid-faced land* 
lady* apd . the . varioufi incidents resulting 
from this unexpected intemiption of her 
airrangetnents. for. the night— -would, all 
together^ fqrm .suffidlent materiab for an 
infeeisesting chapter. But as^ nothing of 
the Jkiad bas^ been promised in our titles 
page^ the reader must . rest contented 
with a plaiUf unadorned narrative of 
such facts as our hero can actually re- 
members at the advanced age of seventy- 
eight 

The committee were convened at an 
early hour on the following morning, 
when.Cj^by yfas summoned before 
IJiem, to : recapitulate the particulars . <^ 

•-■■ '■;. •• - 'his 
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iMiee^nt, and eMonilttug bntlMi BKwt 

CMtib)' iMis i^ttested to iboM hibia^ iB 

SifigdM * <o(i^e «ii8ttihg night)^ ttt tli6 

tite iMliit «if Adding tbelT' scotel «ih«di. 
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tffei!6f' M<«eM^ Wifltbttt dfltaoiH^ tif 

lti(^Wt^ti0ii,thM vile edOff^ratdttibadHd 
(Mtiadelves itfddenty «ai«ontid«diiiy ft 

iter, llf tti) ia 1«IH time thtti «>ift Alflro 
imi "i^itSR&d, Ilis ftl^d Ycftsag ifid (Aie 

Atii&iMdtt of denAttg th6 WlM>te ^jiem^ 

cade» linked together in pairs^ safely 4fffif 
ducted to prison, to the tune of th^ 

iM^never tbey should occur^ and to go Wliexever 
the committee should direct. 
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' -Tbe ' mideesflfal remxU ' 0f 'this ' enter* 
pstiae influeed' tbfr'btaimittee to believe 
UMt 'tiie ^cmise in i;i4iy h Hliey biA so 
^aleiuid]r''enibafk0d, mi^^^be faigldy 
prambfedy' i. by engaf^ng^^^ perscm of 
GrosKy^ii aeutenesb 'md a^r^^ in simS- 
tBtt^Wretsertices^ 91»e proposition tras 
lEibcordingly made to him at a oonfiden* 
tial interview. 



«;»...' .'.:.•. ... •'•/»• ^ - : . ; « • 



' ** it vrrt Ttiur %itferitioni« sdfid tbe 
iHmtmanf ^ i^ain to serve your 'country 
as a private in the ranks. Such a reso- 
itr^on/in a person of your tiiaraeter and 
iSiRBitie^ oould only 'httve originated in 
tiiotives'of the purest patrlotisfn. * *But 
yoti must now be convinced f^kt hradi 
^gtetitst sertioes nn^^ be rendered 'by 
fiiorrsuing a different, thou]^ c ertai nl y 
not a less liazardoui^ course. 1?hetfe*isa 
iorffident number of brave fellows to te^ 
pulse Qur open and avowed enemy. 
«^Rie greatest danger which now threat** 



pns this suffering oountrys is from .her 
internal foes — ^those secret enemies ^iu^ 
}n tb^r loidnigfat ^ cabals^ are plptting 
our destruction. I{e who suoceeds ip 
bringing such wretches to ju^tiee^ df^r 
^rves infinitely more of his pO)U|itF]r> 
|;haii he who .fights her : battles. Ars^ 
Xqu willing to engage i|i ^udj^. , ^iv 
vice?" , h * ^-> 

^' I am willing to encounter any dan* 
g^r, and make any sacrifice (my bpnoui^ 
only excepted), in the servi9€$ f>^jf3f!^ 
obuntrvi" .. , 

'' It oannpt be di^uisedy that in ib($ 
service now proposed: to you,^ evj^n ;h% 
nour, in the general ^tccep|batiop x^^ that 
term amcmg nien, nciust also ^ siacri^oe^ jl 
but not sp in the eye of that Being w^fyp 
rjeads th^ secret thoughts of .the rbj^f^ 
aqd judges the niotive instead! pf jJbf 
?ct. ^e wi^l apprpye, tlwugji pc^majr 

- ' -J* i?Ai«4?«d a i^zardous pai^ ypg^ 

would 



would have me play. I must bJEHSome a^ 
Spy.'*' .-: .- . '.; 

*^ in appearance only; Om « bleeding 
dCHintry requires silch service at this 
momentous crisis. Wo' must flight, our 
seiatet foes with their own weapons ; and 
he who will magnaninloUsly step for* 
ward as a volunteer in that service, will 
merit a rich reward, and receive it, too, 
from Heaven, if not from man. If he 
fallsj he fiills a martyr in the glorious! 
cause of liberly.*? 

** I will be that man," replied Crosby, 
with firmness: ^' I have counted the 
cost, and am aware of the danger. I 
know that I inust be content to eiidui^ 
reprrach, obloquy, and detestation ; to 
cover my poor doating parents with 
shame and misery, and incur the hatred 
of thdse I deadest love; perhaps to suf-j 
fer an igAdndnious death, and leave a^ 
name of infamy behind. I know it alii 
and yet I will not shrink from the task. 
■:n.A I will 
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I wiUr ^iiitk>untar •idl — ^mk aU-**-6ufifarr^ 
if I can thereby serve my country. ' \Bii|> 
thens'if one Cf>nditian---^f I do falLin 
the cU«cbf0^:Qf. this dutyir you-niiji^ 
pledge ^jioiH»?lfe«B, to do^^j^stiea rtoimy; 
mesiQiy<d ; It/WiCHiWt b^ c(r^&l ^^t%die^ 
aB4 le^e sjaab'aiww^hbehind^im^f r : 
*^ QCithftis )fe$t mmns^/ll rpp^iedr tliie 
chain»anf'n^fi|lit|lQ[9ireet?4fby ithe^so* 

we ho^ w!^ jMrufiit^ ; tbftit theimela^di^ 

duty will not be soon re(^wed'^at>:^QMs 

bMde^: > We will furnish you; w|tb a 

paiais fiifrryour protection ibitt It^ must 

dever be 9x|ti^itedr ^n^ in the^tjes&i 

tremityo. Should y qw be nqrest^^ilff 

emim^rM' the enemy^, you , sbatfrrhie 

sec»etlyt r fwwsbecl t with .^bp m^n^. V 

escapA ^iBufeibe wc^'et^.your resA'Chft. 

Acter jm^i^!^ na f»rtbiBi|. Ypufr^Mp^ 

e*t €ii$nd^in\istr.n9tp beriiiitrttsted with 
if *» • 

. . ' :". • ■ • . ' ' - . ■ ■• 

After 
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. .Aftecfufpwbingtbsip xjewagj^ftt with 

every necessaiy insta^^opf tog^tbei: 
with the promised pass, the committee 
adjourned, and Crosby immediately set 
about making arrangements for his new 
undertaking. His musket was laid a- 
side ; and instead of a knapsack, he fur- 
nished himself with a large pedlar's 
paek*f containing a complete set of 
shoemaker^s tools. Thus equipped, he 
sallied forth in quest of adventures. His 
ostensible object (in order to avoid sus« 
pidon) was searching for employment, 
or what the sons of St. Crispin, at that 
period, termed " whipping the cat ;" but, 
m more modem times, we believe it is 
called " cutting a stick." Whatever be 
the genuine classical appellation, how* 
ever, we must leave our itinerant to 
pursue his peregrinations in the interior 

of 



* Harvey Birch had been a pedlar from his youth ; 
l^Jpsi^ 80 he frequently asserted.— «/S/;^, FoL t. 
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of Westchester county, while we take 
a peep at the army below. 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE SPY AND THE HAYSTACK. 

«« Our Ibes shall fidl, with headksa feet, 

Into the pt tfaejr made ; 
Axidioriet periih in the net 

Which their own hawU have spiead." 

Immediately after the battle of Long 
Island, the retreat of the Americans, and 
the barbarous execution of the brave 
and unfortunate Hale *, the enemy made 
prompt dispositions for attacking the 
city of New-York. It was a serious 
VOL. I. G question 



See Appendis;, No. VI. 
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question with Washington, whether 
that place was defensible against so for- 
midable a force ; it was finally decided, 
however, in a council of war, that it had 
become not only prudent, but necessary, 
to withdraw the army. 

Several of the enemy*s ships of war 
having passed up the Hudson^ on the 
west side of York Island, and also up 
the East Uiygii , C(ji i tUg opposite side, 
sir Henry ClintpB eiufaarkedi at Long 
Island, at the bead of i€^ thousand 
men; and proceedtog through New- 
town Bay, crossed the East River, and 
landed (under oever of /fiv^ ships of Wm) 
at Eipp'sBay, about throe miles above 
the city. Works cCoQDsiderdble strength 
bad been thromax up at this place, to op- 
pc6e tbe. famding of the (enemy; bu); 
tbey were immediateiy abandoned by 
the tropps stationed i in them. Terrified 
at the fire of the ships, they fled preci- 

: - pitately 
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{Stately towards their main body, and 
communicated their panic to a detach- 
ment which was marching to their sup- 
port. 

Washington, to his extreme mortifi- 
cation, met this whole party retreating 
in the utmost disorder, and exerted him- 
self to rally them ; but, on the appear- 
ance of a small corps of the enemy, 
they again broke, and fled in confusion! 
The general, who was not only morti- 
fied and distressed, but actually enraged 
at their cowardice, drew his sword, and 
snapped Uis pistols to check them ; but 
they continued their flight, without 
firing a gun ! 

For a moment, the feelings of Wash- 
ington got the mastery of his reason. — 
** Are these the men with which I am 
to defend America ?" exclaimed he, in 
a tone df Uttemess; as he gazed after 

G 8 the 
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the recreant fugitives; then, turning 
his horse's head to face the advancing 
enemy, he remained for some minute^ 
exposed to their fire, as if wishing, by. 
an honourable death, to escape the in- 
famy he dreaded from the dastardly 
conduct of troops on whom he could 
place no dependence. His aids, and 
the confidential friends around his per- 
son, by indirect violence compelled him 
to retire. 

Nothing now remaiiled but to with- 
draw the few remaining troops fi*om 
New- York, and to secure the posts on 
the heights. The retreat was efiected 
with very inconsiderable loss of men; 
but all the heavy artillery, and a large 
portion of the baggage, provisions, and 
military stores, were unavoidably aban- 
doned. 

Major-general Putnam, at the head 

of 
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of three thousand five hundred conti- 
nental troops^ was in the rear of the re- 
treating army. In order to avoid any 
of the enemy that might be advancing 
in the direct road to the city, he made 
choice of a route parallel with, and con- 
tiguous to, the North River, till be 
could arrive at a certain angle, whence 
imother road would conduct him in 
such a direction as that he might form 
a junction with the . main army. It so 
haj^ned, that a body of about eight 
thousand British and Hessians were, at 
the same moment, advancing on the 
road, which would have brought him in 
immediate contact with Putnam, before 
he could have reached the turn into the 
other road. 

Most fortunately, the British generals, 
seeing no proi^)ect of engaging the 
Americans, halted their own troops, and 
repaired to the house of a Mr. Robert 

G 8 Murray, 
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Mwaafg a quftk^ri a&d ^ wliigii iM}% 
Murray (treated Iheeei m liofl^btet^ly with 
cake MkA wine, that tiiey weve induced 
to tarry two hours or moUe, durii^ which 
time Tfyon wafi frequently Joking her 
about her American feienda. 

By thia happy incident; Putnadfi' ea^ 
oaped It rencontre with a grefitly supe- 
rior fortes which must have pfoi^ed fatid 
to his whole party» as oDe half hour 
would have been sufficient fi>r the enemy 
to luiive secured the road At the tucn^ 
and entirely cut off Putnam'^ retretit^ 
Doctor Thadier, in relating this oiroumr 
stance, adds-—'' It has sinee beooeae ftl« 
most a common saying among our ^pIS^ 
cers, that Mrs. Murray saved th4s ptvt 
of the American army." 

The enemy immediately took poceea- 
sion of the city, for the defence of wIhcA 
he left a suitable detiuthment, atid then 

advanced 



of Washington, The Americans now 
occupied Kingsbridge, at the north- 
tWestern extremity of York Island, both 

es of which had beem carefully forti- 
ned : they were also in considerable 
force at M'Gowan's Pass, and Morris's 
Heights. A strong detachment was 
posted in an intrenched camp, on 

le heights of Harlaem, within about a 
ttile and a half of the enemy. 



On the day after the retreat from 
Kew-York, a considerable body of the 
nemy appearing in the plain between 
pthe two camps, Washington ordered 
Uicolonel Knowlton, with a corps of ran- 
jers, under captain Townsend, and ma- 
vljor Leitch, with three companies of Vir- 
■ ■^uians, to get in their rear, while he 
amuBed them by making apparent dis- 
positions to attack them in front. The 
Klan succeeded. A skirmish ensued, in 
Kv^w /wwnp -^ ' W4 ■""" which 
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which the Americans charged the eneiiif 
with great intrepidity, and gained eon- 
siderable advantage. 

Knowlton was killed, and Leitch bad- 
ly wounded; but their men behafved 
with great bravery, and fairly beat their 
adversaries from the field. Most of 

« 

these were the same men who had dis- 
graced themselves the day before, by 
running away from an inferior force. 
Struck with a sense of shame for their 
late misbehaviour, they had offered them- 
selves as volunteers, and requested the 
commander-in-chief to give them an 
opportunity to retrieve their honour. 

Tn the mean time, Crosby was earnest- 
ly pursuing his new vocation, travel- 
Ihig about the country, and, with his 
characteristic acuteness^, becoming '* all 

things 

• Harvey Birch poeBeaaed the common mamiera- 
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things to all men,** in order to elicit such 
infonnatton as would enable the com- 
mittee of safety to discriminate between 
their real friends and their secret foes. 
Through his intimacy with the latter 
(who, of course, hailed him as a kindred 
spirit), he obtained regular information 
of the movements of the enemy below, 
and privately transmitted the same to 
his employers. 

As may readily be supposed, the com- 
mittee, at this time, were trembling for 
the safety of the American army ; and 
their well-grounded apprehensions were 
hourly increasing, when a secret com- 
munication from their new agent in- 
formed them, that the contest on the 

6 5 heights 



of the coantry^ and was in no waj diitinguuhed 
from men of bis dsas, but by bis acuteneu^ and tbe 
mystery wbicb enveloped bis morements.— 5^> 
F0I.U 
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hei^tt «f Harlaem iiad fdJfy retnemA 
the tarnmshed honbtir of the AmenOof 
arms ; that their gdbd co]iAiiet» at iMs 
secK^d engagement^ had pn>ved an aliti^ 
dote to the poison of their elcaHaple 4ni 
the preceding day, and demonstrated 
that Americans; only wanted resohitiim 
and good officers to be on an equd foO^ 
ing with their enemies. The committee 
were thus inspired with hopes 4^t a 
little more experience would enable their 
countrymen to assume, not only the 
name and garb, but the spirit and firm-> 
ness of soldiers. 

In one of Crosby's reconnoitring ex- 
cursions, the approach of evening, and 
some fatigue of body, reminded him that 
it was time to look out for comfortable 
quarters for the night. There was no 
public house of entertainment within 
several miles, and only a few poor farm* 
houses, thinly scattered, within tbe 

whrfe 
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ene c^ lli^M» theitafote, be detemuned 
to -kp^y ftk 8cif>pdr and lodgh^s. He 
ude&l^lkig^ '^ilsrttA off info a fbotpath 
Whifeh liefl to tbeinettimt; and, bendii^ 
bSneatti ^ #eiglit of his pack, ddvan- 
oBd to the door, aiid knocked for ad- 
mittance. 

A foi^^ec&ed girl, of about fifteen, 
jiift buddftig Shlo tiiataritj, of rastie ap- 
pc^afMlfibe, and bash&l demeanour, at 
length ap{jleaNfd, ivith visible reluctance, 
to miswer to hi6 summons. On being 
made Ac^ainf^ With his wishes, the 
timid thuidtR hesitated, stammered, and 
then i^ddehlj retreated, saying, as she 
do^ed tfte d6br-i^'' I will ask mother, 
or.'* • 

Ii^ a few tmntftes, however, she again 
made hec kppeHathfite, and bade him walk 
1^. He did not ^^ for a second invi- 

G 6 tation, 



140 

tation, but followed his fair conductor 
into an apartment, that served at once 
the twofold purpose of parlour and 
kitchen. Here he repeated his request 
to a middle-aged female, who sat in a 
corner of the capacious fireplace, very 
busily employed with her knitting- 
work. 



" Lodging, did you say ?" exclaimed 
the good woman, surveying her weary 
guest over the top of her spectacles. 
" We don't keep lodgings, sir." 

" I am very much fatigued, madam, 
and would be very grateful for permis- 
sion to stay in your house till morning." 

" Oh, well, I don't know," returned 
the old woman, rising from her seat, 
and approaching the stranger to examine 
him more particularly. '* Ther'es some 
strange works now-a-days, and I don't 
like to keep any body, for fear of some- 
thing. What, in mercy's name, is that 
great bag there ?" 

" That. 
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'' That» maflam, is my shop. I am a 
shoemaker by trade, and am in search 
of work, with my shop upon my back : 
will you give me leave to dismount it ?" 
' " Well, I don't care if you stay long 
enough to make our John a pair of shoes, 
for he is going over east, to see some 
men that are going down to the army 
next week.** 

" Are they going to our army ?** asked 
Crosby, as he disencumbered himself 
from his ponderous pack *. 

" I 'spose you mean the lower army, 
don't you, sir ?" 

" Oh, yes, madam — certainly,** an- 
swered Crosby, helping himself to a 
chair : ^* I mean the royal army, a large 
detachment of which is now at Throg*s 

Neck. 

♦ At first ught his strength seemed unequal to 
manage the unwieldy burden of his pack ; jet he 
threw it on and off with great dexterity^ and with 
as much apparent ease as if it had been feathers."— 
Spy, V6L t. 
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Neck. The rebel army lias i*un aWay 
from York Island, and is now moving 
towards White Plains. But Howe will 
soon overhaul them, and give a good 
aeooiintof them too, or I miss my guess." 
" Here, Sally ! — where are you ? Get 
this man something to eat, for his good 
news ; and then see if the best bedroom 
is put to rights, and make him as com- 
fortable as you can." 



As a good loyalist, Crosby was now 
made welcome to the best the house af- 
forded. While he was thus refreshing 
himself, and diatting with his loquacious 
landlady, the goodman of the house 
himself came home, to whom she eagerly 
introduced her guest, as a warm adhe- 
rent of his majesty, and a sworn enemy 
to the rebels. This assertion was abun- 
dantly confirmed by the remarks of 
Crosby himself, during a long and inte- 
resting conversation on the subject of 
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that wibked reb^an against the mother 
ctfttnti^. 

In the coiiMe of this conv^rsationt 
Gro6b]|r learned that a coitipany was 
forming about tbre^ miles east of thM 
placet Ibr the purpose of joining tbe &i- 
tish army. On his intimating a desire 
to become a Boeonber of this corps, his 
host readily agreed to introduce him to 
the captiiin» in the course of the fbllow- 
ing d^y. He then conducted his guest 
to the best b^ tn tbe house, and wish* 
iag him a pleasant night's repose, left 
httQ to his own meditations^ to dream of 
plots and counterplots, or any other >luh' 
ject that fancy might conjure up. 

Whatever might have bden the cb»« 
meter of his dreams, bowevtr, our afd« 
venturer arose tbe next moiniligp oom* 
pletely refreshed and invigorated ; and, 
a^r partaking of a hearty breakihst, he 

accompanied 
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accompanied his host to the residence of 
the tory captain before mentioned. On 
being introduced, by his attentive guide, 
as a loyalist, who was desirous of serv- 
ing his majesty, Crosby was most cor- 
dially received, and politely invited to 
stay to dinner, and to spend the re- 
mainder of the day and the coming 
night at the captain's house. 

This invitation was readily accepted ; 
and in the course of the evening, Crosby 
was made acquainted with many inte- 
resting particulars relative to the plans 
and intentions of the captain and his 
confederates. 

On the following morning, at break- 
fast, the subject was again introduced, 
when Crosby was asked if he was ready 
to enter his name on the muster-roll. 

" I have not yet entirely made up my 

mind,'^ 
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mind,*' replied he. ** Such a step will 
necessarily be attended with considera- 
ble danger; for in case I should be 
taken by the Americans, and my name 
known, they would hang me as a 
traitor.* 

** Were there any solid grounds for 
such an apprehension,'' replied the 
other, " you would only incur that risk 
in common with us alL But the rebels 
dare not resort to such extremities, for 
fear of a terrible retaliation.** 

" It may be so," returned Crosby ; 
'* but I think I should rather go down 
without entering my name on the roll 
• — unless, indeed, I could first examine, 
and see if there are any names of my 
acquaintance on it." 

" That privilege shall be cheerfully 
granted you," said the captain, pro- 
ducing a long roll of signatures^ and 
jianding the same to his visitor, who 
ran over them with a satisfaction which 

he 



i 
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he took good <Sare to coooeal; £nr lie 
readily perceived, to use his own eiD- 
pression, that there w«8 a ^' finis haul 
tor fais net." 

After attentively examining eiWf 
lutme, he rolled up the Kst, with an air 
0f disappointment, saying, as be returii* 
4^ it to the captain — '* I sbaH beg fo be 
excused, sir; they ai*e all stranger^ to 
mie, und it is not impdissifole that l^s 
roll may one day fall into the handis otf 
the Ameiieatis. Besides, I can just as 
mum go -down without ^rollhig tny 
tiatne.** 

^ Well, sir,*' ifeplied the daptain, ** I 
have a safer way ydl, for those who aipe 
influenced by similar apprebeiiskHibWiHi 
J^xxns^i I put five of si& natbes on 
tme sUp of papei<, which I Hi^n ^tsbti^Hdi 
beneath a laxgie ^tane in ttiy mieadow. 
I hav^ iseteril such ^pcM^s. CdfiH^ 
tikitig Witti Tfie, fmd i»ay what yMi tb^k 
€4 the plan." 

So 
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So sayiqg, heiwosefmn the table, 
nd, tocompanied .by his guest, sallied 
ou^ intQ a large meadowr at some disi- 
tance from the house. After visiting 
several spots where these seeret muster* 
xoUs were deposited, he directed the afei- 
tention of his companion to a haystaek 
of enormous dimensions, and asked him 
what he tboughft of it. 

'M think it would prove a gnat 
temptation to a sd>el foraging par^y^** 
answered Crosby, after a short silence, 
and with some covert humour, which 
cost him an exertion to conceal *• 

"It 

*# '«t' Yt^eik eng^iged in liiil ordinary bunnesa^ the 
intelligence of bis face appeared lively^ active, and 
Botftte, ^oU£^ \il^ooMDQiil7 euttte. If tba 6on- 
.v«|9ation turned on tbe ordinary transactions of life, 
bis air became abstracted and restless; but if, by 
ekgma^ the ^gyolatimi Bad tlie eottitQr ^wfre 4be 
topics Ma wbole 9St«Bi«e«iLed aknred^^ Us A^ 
mktSm w«v^ MMi|Gevilxaled.tf b^ wedd lisltn^ Ar« 
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" It probably would,** observed the 
other, " were such parties abroad ; but 
it would be di£Scult for the best mathe- 
matician among them to determine its 
solid contents by measuring its super- 
fices — it is a mystery worth penetrating 
into ; let me instruct you.** 

With these words, the speaker lifted 
up the hay, on one side of the huge 
edifice, and discovered a small opening, 
which led to the interior of the exddh 
vated pile. Fond of adventure, Crosby 
entered without hesitation, and found 
himself in a most ingenious hiding- 
place, of sufficient capacity to contain 
forty or fifty men,, comfortably sealed. 



4 w 
f 1 < 



" What think you of that?" asked 






great lengUi of time, without speaking, and thoti 
would break silence by some light and jocular le* 
marks, that weke too much at ^variance with his 
fbniier manner not to be affectation."— -iSjpy, voL u 
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the proprietor of the hay, as his guest 
^merged from its interior ; ** would the 
rebels ever think of looking for you 
Hferer 

** I think not," replied the other, 
with an inward chuckle, as he surveyed 
the exterior of the premises very atten* 
tively; *' I should as soon think of 
searching for a needle in a haymow;*' 

The captain smiled with much self- 
complacency at this brief approval of 
his invention, and then renewed his 
solicitations for Crosby to enroll his 
name. The latter, however, still hesi- 
tated, but promised to give a definitive 
answer on the following day. With 
this assurance the other remained. satis- 
fied ; and the remainder of that day was 
devoted to making further arrange- 
ments for the contemplated expedi- 
tion. 

Night 



Night soon returned, and Chxsby was 
still the captain's gitrest; At the ustiaf 
hour he retired to his bed; wHerehelajr,- 
listening attentively to every movement 
HI the house, until' he Mt perfectly as- 
sured 'that the family 'Were saftfy locked 
in the arms of sl^p. WHen *^ every 
sound' was hushed; and' all was still,'*'he 
cautiously arose, dressed^ himaelf^ and 
stole out of the house, without giving 
any alam. B^ore midnight he was tx)n. 
suiting with his employers at White 
Plains. 

Sticfa arrangements were immediately 
adopted by the eommittee of safety, as 
were considered by all * parties appropri^ 
ate to the -emergency. Their informant 
then took his leave, and before daylight; 
was again* snoritig ih hi^ bed, at tb<^ 
bouse of fheloyd'captain. 

On the following morning he inform- 
ed 
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eA bli6 entertainer^ tiiat he bad^imde^ 
his mind as to the subject of their recent 
ooiiv^'Gatk)n^ He was win^ng^ and anxi- 
ous to beeome a member of the com- 
pany» and would hold himse£P ih readi^ 
ness to march with tliem at a moments 
warning ; but should decUne signing bis 
name to the muster^rcdl, until they bad 
safely arrived within the British lines. 
¥he captain appeared satisfi&d with this 
anrangement, and expressed a hope that 
ev^ry thing would be prepared for their 
departure on the following -day. 

••Would it not be advidatfte then," 
asked Crosby, *♦ to call a general^ meet- 
ing of the company this evenihg^? there 
is much to do, and it is necessary that 
we act in concert. When we are all 
together, our plans can be better digest- 
ed, as we shall have the opim6n and 
advice of eacil individiial. ^ch a meet- 
ing h indii^pensable befdre we ga dowtr, 

and 
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and there is certainly no time to be 
lost." 

** The idea is a good one/* replied the 
captain ; ** and every man shall be noti- 
fied to meet here this evening, when we 
will complete our arrangements, and be 
oflf to-morrow. You must assist me in 
calling them together." 

Crosby readily consented to exert 
himself on this occasion ; and went about 
the business with suqh cheerful alacrity, 
that before nine o'clock in the evenings 
the whole company were assembled in 
the captain's parlour, with the excep- 
tion of the lieutenant, who had gone 
from home on some temporary busi- 
ness. 

By ten o'clock the business of the 
meeting was nearly all completed ; and 
the usual refreshments were about being 
introduced, when the attention of the 

party 
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party was suddenly arrested by the loud 
trampUng of horses. 

« * 

The lights were instantly extinguish^ 
ed ; and they all sat in breathless silence, 
every heart palpitating with fearftil an- 
ticipatioQS of some unpleasant adven^^ 
ture, until they were aroused to action, 
by a voice at the door exclaiming -*- 
^ Surrender ! or you are all dead men !" 

At that instant the door was thrown 
from its hinges, and the apartment was 
filled with the American rangers, all 
heavily armed; 

. ^' Surrenda! I demand it in the name 
of the continental congress I** exclaimed 
the leader of these unwelcome intruders. 
^* Resistance is useless, and escape im« 
possible, for the house is surrounded; 
you are our prisoners." 

f0uX H Wordf 
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Words are inadequate to depict the 
general consternation produced by thi^ 
alarming salutation. Some flew to the 
attic ; others retreated aa predpital^ly 
to the cellar; and all fasost deroudy 
wished thettasdves in the bowek of the 
liaystacky as tliere was Botl»ing to hopie^ 
from the bowels of their aqptors. ^veral 
attempted to throw themselves from tfa^ 
windows^ but were soon jcohvineed that 
there was no chance for escape in that 
direction. . The secfet^ but urssuspeifted 
cause of nU this confusipn arid dismay^ 
made a feint of concealing hiikisdif in k 
closet, but was quickly dragged forth/ 
and compelled to share the fate of his 
eompiaiiiona^ wbo were nlanaded in f^ains, 
wd marehed like febnsilxi tfee viUage d£ 
White Plaint. 



. t 
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To be the mark 



t 

•i • . ... . , . . . I 

Of smoky muskets ! Oh, you leaden messengers, 
Tfiat n6e rxpon fiie Violent speed of ^, 

The historic events connected with the 
Dame, of WhS^iWUims wiH long live in 
thejp9ge$ of ^met'iom iA^ovy ; . and if: 
the r0ader have ^iA^n^ to jBtMoilorpan^ 
us thfoogb a fe# more chapters, he wiU. 
acknowledge that tfaisre is/ sufficii^nt: 
oanse lor this lasting e^lebritj^ At pr^ 
sent^ we tnerely wish to itttronhaeerfaini^ 

H 2 to 
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to the scene of so many important trans- 
actions. 

Bronx river, a beautiful stream cf wa- 
ter that rises just on the south line of 
Newcastle, in the county of Westdies- 
ter, holds its course nearly due south td 
the village of West Farms, from whence 
it empties into the East River, between 
Morrissania and Throg's Neck. A few 
miles east of this stream, and nearly pa* 
rallel with it, is another, called Mama- 
roneck Creek, which empties into Long 
Island Sound, near a village of the same 
name. 



>^' 



Between these two little rivers, dnd- 
near the head of the latter, is the toiWH^ 
sbip' of White Plains, comprised in ah 
area of about eight and a half square 
miles^ with Northcastle on the nortlr; 
Harrison on the east, Scarsdale on th^ 
south, and Greetisburgh on the weet- 

On 



k 



137 

On a fine plain^ near the centre of the 
town^ stands the flourishing little vil- 
iage» of the same name, which has been 
the theatre of so many revolutionary in- 
cidents. The reader will recollect, that 
we left our prisoners on the march to 
ijm plac^ undei! a stnmg escort of 
Xownsend'a rapgers. 



- V 

K t 



:Pp arriving at the viUage»^ where the 
copimittee pf safety were still in ses- 
SKHV awaiting the 'result of the eiiter-. 
prise, each of the prisoners underwent a 
partial examination, which resulted in 
their being ordered to Fishkill, there to 
await a more formal investigation. Our 
k^tq was privately reminded, that he 
must «tiU continue to support the cha-^ 
la^^ter ha bad assumed, until his arrival 
at their place of destination, when some 
means should be provided by which he 
might efibct his escape, without awaken-* 
VS^&^y i8i;ispicions as tQ )us real charac^ 
cer* ' - V -. .. 

H3 On 
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0& the ibUo wing iQomi|ig» th^d whole 
paity zttiiigied tbeur jourti^, in the 
sxme ecdeir Bfr befinr a AftM » marohr^sf 
ahoqt tnrenty'five tnites, fehejr an^ived atf 
Peek$kill, a small village on ihe eestem 
bdnk o£ the Hudson/ whefe they took 
boats, and (grossed the ti^ev «6 !EbHf 
Montgomery^. Here the pfieleneiv 
were permitted to remain a short time^ 
fev rest and refreshment t and herc^ our 
heto encount^^' the most distMoring 
indd^it that he bad eter ye« ^piefi^ 
enced. .; ^ .. 

■ «■. . . . ' . . • ' ■ 

On ent^ing the foptvess, thft iiiM peiw 
saA he Fecogqised was hia^fcHlBel* t^ifidrf 
tise wi^hy gentleman^ o£ wifotn n bitef 
notice was tak^ at the 06nclfisk>nr ' bf 

^ This fort was to|ei»t)l;^ situ^e^ oa. H^ yffiif/^ 
bank of the Hudson^ to annoy shipping .g<iuiR up 
the river; the works were pretty good on that ^e^ 
but were not 8o> nor fvSlj oomj^etefi mi tlieliacl 
^iQ,m^Heaih's Memoirs^p. 129. 
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ouv first dhaptet. The reoogmtion WM 
mutual ; but the droumstanoes under 
w^^ ihe^ meeting took pkee, rendered 
it pec^Uarly^ painiulto both parties. 

,, ' . ' . . * . , . . . , ^ r 

The worthy- prieoeptor started vAth 
teirMrand? a^tonisbmeat^ on beboldk^ 
bk iiifrourite pupi^ tbie son ei bk deeli* 
est fiiend) manaided like a fUoo, and 
dragged to prison, widi a gang of un-i 
principled wretches, under the ignooii^ 
n||Ms charge ^treaaon to their odiintiy. 
He gazed for a moment, as if un willing 
to believe bis lensea; then advancing to 
the prisoner, and seizing him by the 
hiuiid, be exe)aiffie<^ wi^ an emotion 
that it yras impossible toi oonceed-*^ 
'f Enoch Crosby !*4-it cannot be possible t 
Explain this horrid mystery ! How i& 
it that I see you in this situation?" 

Crosby instinctively retuifned the 
friendly pressure of his tiitor^s hand; 
then casting his eyes on the ground, he 

H 4 meekly 
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meekly rteplied — •* You .see me as I am^ 
I. have no explanation to offer/' 

'' Good God ! is it then trae that you 
have turned traitor to yoiir country^ and 
are now a prisoner to her brave defen- 
ders? It cannot be! There musd)e 
sonde dreadful mistake. Speak, and jre^ 
lieve me from this fearful suspense.^-^ 
Have, you been concerned in the secret 
plots for which these men are now in 
custody?^ , 

« Were it not so,** replied Cro$by; 
with a slight tremor in his voice, ^\ yt^ 
should both have been spar^ the p&in 
of this interview." 

" Oh, who shall tell youir poor old father 
this r' exclaimed the other, dropping hi6 
pupil's hand, and clasping both his oWn 
together ill agony, while the big teai^ 
coursed each other down his fiAtx>Wed 
chfeekS. ** What will be the feeling^ of 
your doating parents, when theyleirti 
that the son, to whom they Iteked afr. 

the 
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the pride and prop of their dedinihg 
age, has proved unworthy of the care 
and affection which have been so freely 
lavished upon him ?-— that he has for- 
gotten the' precepts of his father — the 
lessons of his teacher — and is a convicted 
traitor to his country ? The news will 
break their hearts." 

For the first time, Crosby now felt 
the full weight of the cross to which he 
had voluntarily lent his shoulder. He 
felt — and it almost crushed him. But 
it was too late to recede ; he had put his 
hand to the plough, and dared not look 
back. With a groan of anguish, he 
lifted up his manly form beneath the 
load. The effort was desperate, but it 
was successful.—'' Spare me," he faintly 
articulated, as he bnished a truant tear 
from his^eye, and turned to accompany 
bis fellow-captives to their quarters. 
** There is ow^ who knows— -who judges 
w.who,jipproves;.He will comfort my 
parents. Farewell !" 

h5 So 



8ei sajdngi he departed mth the te^^ 
leaving his good old tutor to lament an. 
apostacy as unexpected and inexpticable. 
as it was mortifying and diitramog. 
The old gentleman inoiHie^iately des* 
patched a letter to the elder Crosby^ ia 
which he communicated the a£9icting 
intelligence, with as mudi caution» dot 
licacy, and gentleness, as possible. It 
was a blow for which the parents were 
not prepared ; but it is not our province 
to portray their feelings on the. ocea^ 
sion. We must accompany the son. . 

From Feort Montgo^iery, the prisoiie. 
ers were again embarked, and prooeedad 
up the river, through the lofty mid aub^ 
lime scenery of the Highlands, mid bov 
tween those Herculean pHl^rs oS the 
westfm world, which are supposed to 
have been once united iq an adamaor 
tine barrier across the present course c^ 
the oiajestio Hudson. Leavipg West 

Point 
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and BiitteivHill Gsi tb^ left, md 
the CoUossean break-neck^, St. Ant)ionj, 
on the right, a beautiful champaign coun- 
trfjn i^ipened iti o|iee upoa : thdir Tiew. 
I&tet]a«iplea8M(ti!]Uag^^I)^ew WiodK 
sov, ^ewfaijrgh, and Fishkill, ^ith tb& 
arailBig: landscapes beyond them, pre- 
sMted a diaii^uRg contrast ta the rude 
seenel|r which oun^oyagfis. had just left 
befaiild thieinii / ^ 



Chf) 'jBod^n^ the Qiouth (A Fishkill 
Ciieek, an theieast side of the Hudson, 
neailj;Y)pposife Neiiv^rgb, the prison^ 
^fa'we9tt:^lat)d6d;' and'fiom thence pro- 
ceediBd '<m ^t,' under their former ea- 
omati alQp9ithe/d6%htfit} valley, then 
thickly^ studdedri/aith trees^ through 
which) tbatfi stteam^^ puisues its sinuous 
oimrse to the river. A march of five 
milea ! brought them to the beautiful 

H 6 little 

•t : '■ ■■ : ' . . . 

j . ; * See fourth note in Chap. IX. 
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little Milage which was to*, terminate 
their journey. , 

Here the captive loyalists were oom*' 
mitted to prison, or rather conducted ta 
church, for such was the edsfiee tirhicb 
the peculiar circumstances c^ the tiaaes: 
had converted into a stronghold, for the 
safe keeping of prisoners of wiar. it waa 
a low antiquated building, in the Dutch 
style of architecture, with enormous 
thick walls of rough stone, pierced with 
two rows of arched windows. ^iiTfae 
main building was an oblong|<squaR^ 
with a square tower attached to the east^* 
ern extremity, from the top of whidt' 
arose . a modest Grothic steeplei^ sarw 
mounted by a ball and weathercocki 
The^irincxpal entrance was in tbe ceiitiv 
of the south side, /fronting the vnisd^ 
which led from the village to the riven < 

Instead of the sepulchral yew, wil^ 

.211 ,•;■ : /i ::::■ l':::j:. -.?. '' whicb 
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wfaieh mmance ' has ^ imrariadDly embd<» • 
lisbed such consecrated ground^ a num^ ; 
ber of luxuriant willowa here cast a me- 
lancholy shade among the rustic memKK 
riaU of departed worth* i Here it wast 
that little gvoupes of villag^^ were wont 
to assemble on a Sabbath moraii^ i and^t 
while they awaited the appearance of 
their :f>iQus clergy mai^ ^e^^eceptly ;di&- 
cuss t^ local' newa^^ and pplitics of the 
day. '■)■ :" ■ :,•■-' ..■ ^ ^ - -■/ 

. -f" ' * I > • » ■ ■ '. ~i 

- Buty alas !^: even the hallowed rites 06 
the^sanctuaiy toustsometiiaes^ive places 
to . the )bligliking :)footcfteps: of jruthld^r 
war! . That.Todf which had isafdften re* 
sounded yiifit^ the ; language 1 of * '^ peace^ 
and.^ good ^ iwHl .to. man^** > was: now^ » re* 
ediOBdg.with rthe curses of (disapfwinted 
malevoience; nThe atone 'dburch/ihad 
become a prispn^.^as iteimorei humble 
neighbour (a wooden d^v^rc^i watb6ut:& 
stee^e)^^^ad^ fbr similar r.reascms^ been 

r : .!; !i icon verted 
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cxisTfliied ijitQ: an ' botpitrif^ 
andwQundedr If thi&iie mmkge^^iot 
wfaat wasr.thci British geniemi guilty^* 
wbft prostituted an elegant chuidi. ni- 
BostoiitQiihGLpuvpofiesof asti^blefi Bhat 
this is dAggemviEL Our present bui^ness; 
i# at.Fi^UaU^r^ - ' - » -• r^t 
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This pkasant little Tilfage (^uatedb 
ifii ' a towiisl]^: dS the same name) 'isdit 
the county of Dutchess, north of the 
Highlands, and about five miles east 
ftom^the MudaMQ. It oonsistsof i^fai&id- 
asahsf ooUfptMBii^ffneat wMtefia^^ 
%9lh here an4^<^ & ipafis|0ajo£ttloier 
ample cbmeiiskNia and shawy &t^iar/ 
Tbeae buildii^ are piihcipaUy ^ereaked 
oir a semknveulas street, a HtfleoTioMi- 
of a: ioostfespoiidiBg bendi in ihe^tieum) 
before . mentioned.; and !n tfaei»[ids4rjei 
tbeim^ on Tac little pls^/ ai|e the;? two 
ohucchcB,^ rishig. witk mod^t dig^u^ 
aboi^ the elevation of the borabli^ri^an*. 
»ena around them. 

The 
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I'heiiKsfr appemance cf tkiSD villi^, 
^^NToaohing it from the aoatb, is piq^: 
tiu^esque ii) the enteenaa: After toiling^ 
for fifteen sailes, * among tl|e viiggedr 
hiljba and jhapefesa rooksi^ between wfaieb 
the road mnds its serpentane QOurseW 
when there appears na prGspeet of a> 
speedy germination to thp travelldr^s fisu 
tigqe^^^nd when hia inapaldetioe b^ginr 
to despair, ef relief, at that ntoment the; 
village and plains of IRsbkiU suddenly) 
opea upon his yiew^ with the /efteot oB 
encbantBientji aftwrding an am[^ com^^ 
pensaticoi foi id) his preyious anxiety 
and perplexityv 






f . 



Althouj§^ thit ia tile oldest viUagii^iJ 
the county of Dutchess, it was but thin- 
ly- popii^ated/ at the timer o£ iidiiehi ive 
ate writing. T^k^ marquis de 6bateleu>^ 
who vMsit^d^ ii fbup y^vs. > af terwavds^^ 
when it had beeome the- primapal depot 
of the AmeracaA army^ says^^'i* Ther^ 

are 
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aire not more than .fifty houses in the 
space of two miles.'' He adds^ however^ 
that the American magazines, hospitals, 
workshops, &c. ** form a little town of 
thanselves, composed of handsome large 
barracks, buUt in the wood at the foot 
of the mountains," It is well known^ 
that Fishkill possessed all the qualities 
necessary for a place of military depot, 
at this critical period, being situated 
on the high road from Connecticut, near 
the river, and West Point— that " Gib- 
raltar of America" — and protected, at 
the same time, by a chain of inaccessible 
mountains, which occupy a space of 
more than twenty miles between the 
Croton River and that of Fishkill . 

. But whatever local advantages, or 
rural charms, this village might have 
boasted in the year 1776, they were all 
lost on the wretched inmates of the 
atonexhurch. The committee of safety 
'. : : had 
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bad arrived from White Plains, and 
were now in session, at a fiumhouse 
within a few rods of their prison. Thi- 
ther were the newly-arrived captives 
conducted, one by one» to undergo a. 
second private examination. The nius^ 
ter-roU, and other papers, found on the^ 
person of thQir leiader, were considered aa> 
a sufficient testimony of their traitorous 
intentions 1 they werQ therefore , re- 
ipanded to prisaQt ,to await a more for^ 
mal investigiation before a .competent 
tribunal. . , 

, Crosby, in his turn, was. also placed 
at the bar of this military inquisition^ 
Qn entering the apartment where his 
employei^ were seated^ in all that magifr* 
terial dignity which surrounds, or is 
s^upposed to surround, the stern arbiters, 
of life bod death, he affected such ex-, 
treij^e rdtidtance to advdace, as rendered 
it necessary for the officer in attendance 

to 



1^ 

ta oompel hint to proceed. With dank- 
h^ chams, and an aspiect 6£ vacant de* 
^ir^ he at iepgtfa 'approached the i^fbl 
bam, apd tremblingly a wsdted the plea- 
sure j^ hift j udgea. A luridng smile wm 
visible in each of tbeip visages ; but the 
piisoiier appeared to be too much agita- 
ted with terror to observe it 
-.-.-'• • • •■ ■ . 

As^sooA as the offieer had iMu«iCd^ 
his station on the outside of the diMHv 
howi^w/ and Crosby was left alone 
with the committee, the characters 
were changed ; for they at once lost the 
^ratviiy of judges, aiid laughed outright, 
at a scen^ wh}oh so^ nesily approached 
the ludicrous. • Wbcpi their mertimeiit' 
ha4 a little subsided^ they highly. bcw»- 
miended Crosby' for the e£G^|ye li^A- 
ner in which h^hadpetfoittaed his pMI^ 
and the important service he had thmi- 
by Tendered to his country. I^ey then 
consulted with him on the best mode of 
< making 
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making bis escape; and requested hiw,' 
when that wa^ f^eeted^ to tepair, with all 
possible diligence, to Wapping«r*s C? eek^ 
and call upon Mr. *****, who would 
foniish him v^h fhrthev in^^ruetions, as 
*^ there was business Jhr Mm en the oMer 
side^ the Hudson:' < 



> .•• 



Crosby signified his readiness to con- 
tinue in this haasdrdous and diiN^utable 
sc^mce ; but^ suf^iested^ the propriety <3$ 
hie assmpftiBg adifii^rent name, in oider 
to psose^ute it with greater effect. The 
committee- apjwoved the idea ; and it 
was finally understood between tilieai> 
that all communications fiK>m their se^ 
cret agent would in future bear the sig- 
nature of ^^ .(pHN Smivh." 

As soon as these preliminaries wwet 
all duly adjusted, the committee r3^ 
immed their former stern deportmesit^ 
aYid Crosby his ficticious characters The 

officer 
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officer re-entered, and, in obedience to 
Qrd,ers, led his trembling prisoner ba€k 
to the church. 

; On the approach of night, a compe^ 
t^nt number of soldiers were detailed 
for the prison guard, some . of whom 
were stationed in the basement of the 
tpwei^ to guard the eastern entrance^of 
th0. building, .; On the outside^ four 
^jmed sentinels were posted in as max^ 
4lfierent positions, corresponding to the. 
foyr cardinal points of the compass. 
Th^ remi^nder of the little forQ0 then 
ip the village were in barracks, at a short 
distance from the church. 

In entering and leavings his prison* 
Crosby had hastily reconnoitred the pre- 
mises without: and after hiii attendaiice 
on the. committee^ he lost no time m^ 
ipaking: his; observations within. Hen 
soon ascertained that there was pnly 
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one 
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one avenue through which m escapd 
could be attempted with the least pro^ 
bability of success, and that was a wim^ 
dow at the extreme northwest corner, 
which was partially obscured by the 
thick foUage of a large wUlow that grew 
near it Screened from observation by 
the friendly gloom of this tree, he 
thought it practicable to pass the ^ntiin 
nel, and dear the churchyard in safety^ 
Or, should he not be able to elude the 
vigilance of the guard, still the unceN 
tainty of his aim in that shadowy posi- 
tion, would leave little to apprehend 
from the discharge of his musket. At 
all events, he determined to make- the 
experiment. 

Harassed in mind, and fatigued iff 
body, the prisoners soon availed them* 
selves of mich indifferent accommodiri 
tions as their situation afforded ; and^ 
before the "noon of night,** there ware 

few, 
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tew, besides Cfosby, wh6 were not fi^t 
locked in the taxm of sweet forgHfiil^ 
nesa. But, m Hamlet Mys» 

^' Some must watch, while others sleep, . . 
So runs this world aWay/' 

When ev6i*y isotilid Wis hashed, ifeit^^ 
the distibrddtlt nasal choiinis df tbd iiti- 
ooin^noos petfotmers aft>t!M9 hitn, Ci^ 
b)r Mose fi'bm his ccAihteii^tt ^tnMet- 
rtid cautiously apptoached the '^hftifloW, 
fkim which he had pri^ibii^l;^ ^iititiJ^Sted 
iii remotiWg the faitefiirtgs. ^itfeitft 
tidise, he raised ihes^li, 

«^ Azid,ittaltlft3rmi^iidtdiiBl:, held i»t lA^ dttSX^V > 

In the next moment he was safely seat** 
e4 on the soft mould of a n^ewly-eoyHPed 
fft9^t, buisUy emplo}^ in diverting 'Msf 
Uabs of their irc^ bHac^lets. Wbto. 
this was accomplished, he eaiitiQiifiA|r^ 
himself up&n his feet ; aad kiic^«< 

ing 



ii^ that a^hiok 8W1919P ?hif ^mrMm Mm 
hundred rods, Mvth wett.ef tiielebwcW 
he started 4b that direCtiony^itlv..'ilt 
much «peed as the uneten «tfi^K)e (t(i^ 
bury ing-^ound would 'p^rtnitv > - ^ ; ) ; ; 

. I . ■ , I •. • 
He had not proceeded fifty paoes^ 
however, before he was stftddonlf rohalU 
lenged by a sentinel on his right He- 
sitation would have been fa^l. The 
swamp was before him — the path had 
become plainer— he darted forward with 
the celerity of a deer. The whizzing of 
a bullet, and the report of a musket^ sa- 
luted his ear at the same moment ; but 
he considered the salutation merely as a 
friendly warning not to relax his speed. 
The race was for life or death ; for the 
alarm was given, and " the chase was up.** 
Three or four more leaden messengers *, 

each 

* Fifty pistols lighted the scene instantly, and 
ihe bullets whistled in every direction anmnd the 
hted of the deroted pedlar.*«^<S|p^y, VoL L 



each as hannless as the first, passed him 
in quick succession; and, as if emula>- 
ting their velcxnty, he pursued theor 
with accelerated swiftness. The pur-^ 
suers were behind — but the friendl3r 
swamp was in front, extending its bushy 
arms to receive him. One more e£S>rt 
-He is safe! 
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CHAP. VIII. 

THE MOUNTAIN CAVE. 

Honour and poBcy, fike mifevered friends, 
r the wiK do glow together. 

SHAKXflrZAKE. . 

While the foregoing events were tran. 
spiring in the vicinity of the Highlands, 
transactions of higher importance, and 
on a much larger scale, were going for- 
ward forty miles below. It was an im- 
portant object with Washington, to se- 
cure the roads and passes that commu- 
nicated with the eastern states ; to pre- 
vent which Howe had left New- York, 
with the greater part c^ the royal army, 
you I. I "by 
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by the way of Hurlgatei and landed, as 
before mentioned, at Throg's Neck, in 
Westchester county. It was evidently 
the determination of the British general, 
either to force the Americans from their 
position on Ydrk Island^ oi* to enclose 
them in it. 

Aware of his design, Washington re- 
moved a efiart of his trppps, from York 
Island, to join -those .'Ate Kingsbridge; 
an^ vat'-4h^ same time, detached some 
regiments to Westchester. It still ap- 
peared^b "be bis i^tett'^th, hthvtfvw, to 
retain tU^ part of the islattd t^ldi be 
titiw o^eeiipied; and-tU^te vra^^^ieitsAxAy 
a'^eVaSii% diiipoi^idn ambhg tb6 oA< 
diik gien«i^ to dd ihe^fhe. Biit th'e 
gkllAhtaJ;ee, Wh6 had jii^ rtHiitUed f^dtti 
a '^iiiiid^sflfl le^^peditiob at m ibii^'*.' 

Waftt 

-'t . t f ., • .» -t, I ■ r . t • • • »<r ■• 

* Some time preyious to the.eva^^tkmt^f Bfil- 
tela, or fietiry GEiitoa bad been sent soaihward, 

to 
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gave 8uch Gonvhicdng reasons for eva* 
easting the idatid'ahogethery that it was 
iidmeditftely H^olved' to withdraw the 
brilk of the arfaiy . 



« 



-He afcid oi^gedthe^xpediency of era- 

1 2 * tJuating 

to ti^e assUtaiuae of goveii^or Margin apd lord /Wil- 
liam Campbell^ goy^mors of tHe two CaroUnas. 
As soon as tHs was 'known in Cambridge^ Ijee was 
ordered to set fbrwttrd and observe his mtirements^ 
ip^ prepaise to meet bim'wiih .advanti^ in any 
pai^ of 4lie .e^ntineiifc ]ie ^jBugbt^hiiik proper to visit. 
On reaching New-York^ with his detachment from 
Cambridge^ Lee put the city in, a state of .defence^ 
&nd then proceeded south with such rapidity, that, 
t&ilie>9ifQfnifiiment^C^ton^ Lee^as^n Virgink 
^fiarerfaim. . $Kit. ap ^ -0}^^ qfjth/e jBntish arma^ 
ment wa3 still further souths Lee, with uncommon 
celerity, . traversed the uxintinent, met Clinton in 
North t/aiMBna^ and was again ready for tlie defence 
o^BtffliVan's^IsIflind, neacr l^iatlestoii,' inl9outh Ca- 
iwUiiai; l>efore the arrival of the British troops, un- 
der the command of Clinton. The Americans were 
tjriuiQphant, and the discomfited 6nemy was idad 

to retire to the genial r^odeinr^s befoire ^eiy- 
York. ■'.- !.^. ..-':■' -t .: .•• . 
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cuating Fort Washington* ; but in this 
be was opposed by Greene, who argued 
that the possession of that pqst would 
divert a large body of the enemy from 
joining their main force; and in con- 
junction with Fort Lee, on the oppo- 
site side of the river, would be of great 
use in covering the transportation of 
provisions and storeis, up the Hudson, 
for the service of the American troops. 
He added farther, that the garrison 
could be brought off at any time^ by 
boats from the Jersey side of the river/ 

Unfortunately for the cause, the opi- 
qion of Greene prevailed. Though the 
system of evacuating and retreating was 
generally adopted, an exception .was 
made iii favour of Fort Washinj^n, 
and near, three thousand men were as- 

iigned 

* This fort was situated on the bank of ihe Hud- 
son, iu the vidnitj of 'Kingshxidge. 



rigned for its defence^-^-an unfortunate 
iM*ror, as will appear in the sequel ; for, 
as adjutant-general Read afterwards said, 
in a letter to Lee — " If a real defence of 
the lines was intended, the number was 
too few ; if the fort only, the garrison 
was too numerous by half* 

. In retreating from York Island, the 
American leader was careful to make a 
front towards his enemy, from Eastches-^ 
ter almost to White Plains, in order to 
secure the march of those who were be- 
hind, and to defend the removal of the 
sick, the cannon, and the stores of the 
army. In this manner the Americans 
fimnedalineofsmall, detached, intrench- 
ed camps, on the several heights and 
strong grounds, from Valentine's Hill, 
near Kingsbridge, on the right, to the 
vicinity of the White Plains, on the 
left ; the whole, of course, fronting east- 
ward. 

13 In 
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In tl^e mew time Jfefte)»i^y:\^^^ 
idle; al^^ugh he h^ |ftpf)H?ap|))r^)^ 
so for several dayjs 9fl?r {hs l^i^i^lifg^ ^^^ 
Throws Necki wMch ift a kind c^ ,ii|qle 
or pointy oonneeted wi|;h tbe.inaifi l)y, ,a 
long caua^ay,; through s.na^rsUy . tiHwJ; 
of considerable exte&t^ His spies lipiit* 
ever had been on the alert; and the first 
mpvfimentof Wfishingtop^v^as. t^e^.fig- 
nal jGaff Howe t^ coi^a^enqe hia 
scheme of circumvention. 



/ ■ » '■ 






Flushed with h^s.r^e^t,\dlgV39P; 
liong lalapd, theBntiabgepgfaiaBi^Wt^ 
lopged t«3k grapple cwce ^m^m §?J*b, 1^ 
disqpnafi^jed opp4;Kte9t; bttfi :W.98hit^9 
\?i^ly QQpiPKlerjed t.}n$l^ the iffAm^^t'MfiSf 
yvfis Qf too BHufih y^lnie to b|3 jris^ <)9 ^ 
foi^uitpus result oi a singl^^.i^imtea^^l^l^ 
der his present disadvantage! of nj4n^be|r8 
ap5l discipUne; he jtherefQ^e cai^tipusly 
avoided a general engagemerit, ^i^ile y$ 
troops were daily acquiring confidence 

and 
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^n^ : espfp^n^ ky ^mmhmg with 

. Aft?*" isev^ tun;iifW9^i attt^^i^ 
!«^ich ifm sJiWiHfljr g!WK#4 Jny: ^ 

:<?tfjflr^4e of ThfPgfs N^ek, ^q^)^ 

menced a brisk movement towAp^ New- 
Rochelle*. Three or four American re- 
4{4m^t$ wer« i{Bn«s4}at^y fei|( fi»v«ard 
4p apispy 1*^8 w tfeej? qiw^. Tbfi*e 
to^ » gw4 p9&itiK?q tehin4 « sfewae 

^^ce; an4 whep th§ a4Y*»et ef the 
^en^y ^{^ 9^eQaQ|^ wflM#ntly n«w, 

l^m^4 mik a wflltdii^od firs upni 

li his 

* NeW^Sodhelle ii about fi¥» mfles sdutk of 
IXHiite Plains ftnd is w^fijk^ on <|b^ 9i4i# ^ Ae 
i!?^^ of the East River^ or Long Island Sound. 
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his columns^ as caused many of his finest 
troops to bite the dust This unexpect- 
ed assault not only checked, but even 
caused the advancing party to fall back ; 
but being immediately supported, they 
returned vigorously to the chatrge. For 
a ^ short time the action was sharp, and 
well supported; but the Americans 
were finally obliged to give way to su- 
perior force, and the enemy pursued' h^ 
march. almost to New-Rochellei where 
he halted. 

Shortty after this afiair, Howe re- 
moved the right and centre of his army 
two miles farther north, on the road to 
White Plains. During this movement, 
a skirmish took place betw^n two hun- 
dred of Lee's men, and three hundred 
Hessians, in which the latter suffered 
considerably. The British then moved 
on, in two columns^ and took a pdsition 
with the Bronx River in front * ; iij^iHi 

which 

* See Chapter VII. second paiagraph. 




wl^th WashiilgtcM) assemUck} his iriain 
foroe^ at White Plaint, behind eiitrench- 



.....;.... .- .- tj* 



^-Thusj like two skilful chess-players, 
did theie a^le^ generals mancBuvre their 
men ; white the theatre of their move- 
isients, like an immetise chess-board, was 
O'ossed with- lines, and chequered with 
redoisbts and entrenchments. But an 
important crisis in the game was now 
evidently at hand ; one more move 
must^ apparently, decide it Heaven 
grant that it may be ** checkmate to the 
king !'* 

• r 

-But while these two gallant oppo- 
nents are thus sternly looking defiance 
at each othei", both eagerly watching for 
an cqpesiingwto strike, it is our duty to 
return toi the fugitive whom we left in 
the swamp, neaDr the village of Fish- 
kill. 

I 5 Crosby 
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Cronby T«iXHiitied jiecure. lin bis pkoe 
of oonee£iliiient» until evetjr ^uod ^of 
alarm and pursuit had ceased; he' fJMH 
proceeded, with no little difficulty, to 
grop0 his way through bushtsan^tl^m- 
bl^s, quagmires^ and morasa^ I£e 
doubtless reasoned with hiuN^/ qn^tbis 
occasion, as J'iSop'f fpx is said to^lunne 
done, under similar/ ieircuniat^VMmm- 
*' FcH* thq^ke of.the.good^let otefeiMr 
the evil with patience ; each bitter, bas 
its sweet; and theile bramble^, though 
they^ Vound my flesh, preaarve njy Ufie 
from danger." ; .>., 

After much exertion and fatigue, he 
succeedj^: in rcmeigiiig from the thud^et ; 
and> f<^tiiiiately, on the «ide Qppo8ite>t0 
where he jentered. .He tiien pmaufid 
his cojurse north wardr with the speed 
of orte who is sensible that, every step 
remo\'es him farther from danger* 



In 



.. Jq ies» ihm twq faoiira lieibund h^ 
mi^rs^ ioifiifidod hgr.a atreaoi, which he 
ij#tily je&njf^arod. to be Wappinger's 
€fwk»^tbe bmmdary line ^between Fish- 

Agr^MUjr to the instnidikms hie had 
K^oetved j&om the committee, Jhe now 
turn^ to the ileft, a^id 9 short hal&faour 
brought him to the residence of Mr. 



ir s> 



: TE'^ibe^/suddeaiy.Poufied Item bed, by 
^Siraie hantjF imee^nger, at any hour of 
iiie night, bad b^jCHnne so common an 
oeeutrienoe, sisic^ the commencement of 
]K)itfiUjtie6, that this gentleman evinced 
4ie isy mptom^^C^ surprise or alarm, when 
kB apfMpaied a(t /the door« in his nights 

16 gown 

* This name is said to have been derived firom the 
I^idian word Apokeepring, mpufymg ^^ §$ife har« 
hour." 
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gown and slippers, to answer to* the 
knock of his untimely visitw. A few 
brief sentences, exchuiged in a low- 
voice, convinced both thai they wei<b 
treading on safe ground. Crosby was 
therefore requested to enter, and be 
seated, while the other retired, to'^ re- 
sume such habiliments' as were better 
adapted to the purposes of business^ 

On the return of bis host, Crosby was 
informed, that his coming had been 
anxiously waited for, as the committee 
had intimated that he might be ex- 
pected before midnight. Refreshments 
were then introduced; and while the 
weary traveller was diligently employed 
in appeasing the cravings of a vora- 
cious appetite, his entertainer proceed^ 
ed to '^ open the business of the meet- 
ing." 

It appeared, that Mr. ***** had re- 
ceived 



eeived certain information; that an Engf- 
lish officer was priyately enrolting a 
company, on the other side of the river. 
This fact he had communicated to the 
committee of safety, on thdr arrival ^t 
Fishkill ; and they had agreed to send 
him an agent, with whom be might 
concert some feasible plan for sdziDg 
the officer, and making prisoners of his 
men: 

This being a business in which Cros- 
by^ to use his own expressicm, felt bims- 
self ** perfectly at home,* he readily eo- 
tered into the scheme, and undertook to 
see it accomplished by his own ingenu*- 
jty "aiid address. ' 

This proposition was gladly acceded 
to by his host, who gave him such >in- 
structions as would tend to facilitate:the 
project ; and before daylight, our hero 
was safely landed on the western bank 

of 



199 

iotQ the i^iiQtry^ in a wut;hwe«tew 
tmane ^m the liver; and after pmn 
oeeding ufaout fcweli^e u^ea, appli^ at ii 
&rmbQU8e for rei&e^bment. JEiera a 
comfortable breakfast was cheeifuUy 
prepared for him ; and, while partaking 
ofit# he tacoivad aitoh itQp9g)^phU^ in* 

JbEBQattkin, aai»niriii<^ h^ b^ hftA 

reached the^right spot to oomm^ceapft- 
jations. 

After finishing his repart, th0l^<W»f 
he began to make himself known as an 
itintiaBt ihofitinakar,/i« pnmoit of rigrprk, 
and intimated a wish ^f.b^Migi^npU^e^ 
to m^e shoes; fcxr the farm^ ai!rb)S*f#- 
wily. \ 

" I wish 
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w^/' ]9f3i^^ GtQ9}i^k with m b^wAt 
wnplk^ity, which jha widl knew feo w to 
imuosi^ '''a^I .don-t UJke to be bebtddf^i 
to Miy/Qpej&r ft tint's tiotuakk >or 9 
nigfalfa lodging.'! 

" That's all very riglrt^" retttrfii^d the 
farmer ; *' every honest man would wish 

4o live, bj^ Wfi lowof wn^s." . 

/* W^ll, dw't yott l}hiiyc Ihat yoti 
oouldgi^ it)& sometbing to do fern fyw 
dA^^)? . /If ypujiD^e nofc lin iwftiit flf sbwf , 
I ffiEoiikliiM; wre to turn my. bwd toiaity 

:•*. WJb3ir»:yes^"(jnepHed the. otfetft -frifter 
a little reflecfeigfi^ ^Vil rather guess : that i 
«bouldiike4o hdVB.you •wodK> for. m^ca 
dayior two. Il;J&itriffi»'Ibtve/QOsboQH 
auddng to do at pmseiit; but jf-Qroii otn 
hdp me on the &rm^ m killing. Jiogi, 
and sich like, I should dikfi; tot Jiai^gMm, 
and my wife shall assist you." 

Crosby 



I 
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Crosby readily consented ; and ss 
there was no cavil on the score of wages, 
the bargain was soon struck. He ac- 
cordingly went to work, with that cha- 
racteristic diligence and assiduity which 
was always certain to win the approba- 
tion of his employers. 

But though his whole time and atten- 
tion appeared to be devoted to the du- 
ties of his new vocation, his grand ob- 
ject was never lost sight of. At every 
fitting opportunity, he strove, by sun- 
dry indirect, and apparently indifferent 
inquiries, to elicit some information 
from the family, that might assist in the 
prosecution of his ulterior designs. For 
two days he was unsuccessful; but on 
the third, he was indebted to accident 
for what his ingenuity had been vainly 
exerted to obtain. 



It was a mild morning, near the close 
of 
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of October, that Crosby and his em- 
ployer were making some arrange- 
ments for the business of the day, 
when their attention was arrested by 
a sound that resemUed distant thun- 
der. It came from the south-east, from 
whence a light air was breathing, but 
neither doiid nor rack appeared in that 
quarter. 

'' Can that be thunder ?'' asked Cros* 
by. 

*^ I should rather guess not,** replied 
the other: '' we seldom have it so late 
in the fall. It is more likely the two 
parties are skrimmaging below." 

"^ They must be skirmishing to some 
purpose," observed Crosby. " That is 
the language of artillery, and not of 
the smallest caliber. And yet," conti- 
nued he; in a soliloquizing tone, '^ they 
cannot be above the Plains." Then, 
tiimihg to his companion, he inquired 

if 
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if he taught tlm.v^poF^ pf ca^Qon c«)id4 
liel^^wd sofer. 

•* W,by, yes, I fj^nld my 8W V/Bisi^f^ 
ttie 9|JMr> " Fioni l)^|pe to Wl^tp 
J*Wp8 19 Q|ily:^ut forty i^il^ «0 ♦ 
fitrAigl^t line; and in the 1^ Fren^i^ 
WW, n^n gew^al Alki^ropbift W*5 
tieat »t Ticonderc^^ tito q^nnoA 1<W 
heard at Saratogue, which is over ^l^^y 
miles, as plain as we hear these." 
. TJie $9uncl« ;8j^ oqii^Phmi}, iwi^ut 
much intermission, while both remainftA 

fulflnt.. and li^teifted vil%\k inti^i^t^ At 
Jengtb Ciwhy yeftHnred to qtmr^i^rr 
*' They must liw<e vf^im w.wfc it^ow. 
Both parties mn^ Um blPod, ffj^ 
ever g»ng tt* dpy," 
'* Ah ! th^se we awf^l twees !" «l^hA4 

« Whftt do y«tt Mvk ^ »U thi» Im- 
vioas?'' asked Cropby, iik a tone tlMt 
d^ not indicNkJt^ mueb interest m ^ 

question. 

•• Why, 
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>„ « ;)yhy, ,je»lly I jd$)|),'^ »kiptftjr< what to 

j[iii^c9f|9,M9tkju8; ,WB^^ t^n« af^iV I ^ 
most 1^1419^, if lrbad^gpo4 9.t^n9e, an4 
no &i»ily t9J^ppo0^ tltat |( ]virQul4 jml 

JEDow, ^ ww't id!p Jferine to^ s?y 80 " 

;: '< P^rltaps :}iou cQttlcl aot ^ domu 

lapsed to go^m^ Cro«by> ii» ^ tone tlitl 
might be considered interrogatory or 
Hqik^ w tt^e^^ilpr gAeisw^L 

"flfeiTf yef^ J oouW/* Wtttrn^ tb? 
ot^er^ wi|;h ^^ ^gmfiopiKb : lei^r^ that intir 
nmAiP4 tib^ spe^K^ jkn^f^r woye thw ln^ 
,WaB 9ft liberty tc? CQ^io^uiiyicjiAti^ 
^ {jiike^^li iH^n ppipter^ iCrosby hftd now 
fe^HtedL jt)9i$ game, gnd was detehnkMd 
Ao pj^rsa^ore ^9 tb?^ piw?suit; betbfie- 
£)i^e prqnqptly aqftwiscedrr*'^ W^U, I wiah 
Aat Jimldti f^H* J b^Y« that I m^^ 
do better tftflre tlmni by staying here," 

The 
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The other turned on him a look of 
cautious scrutiny ; but reading nothing 
in his countenance to excite suspicion, 
he ventured to observe — ** I can tell 
you, if you promise not to expose me, 
how you can get there if you wish.** 

", Of bourse, I will not expose you ; 
for how can 1, without exposing my^ 

self? I will be much obliged to yo& if 

• 

you will assist me in going down^- «o 
that I may not .be detected by th6 t<iei* 
bels.** /' 

" Well, then I will tell you,** return- 
ed the other, with renewed confidence ; 
at the same time looking cautiously 
around, in every direction, to ascertain 
that no listeners were near.—** Do you 
see yonder mountain?. On the west 
side of it is a curious little cave, thatf6 
beeii dug o' purpose; but you might 
pass it a hundred times without knaw«- 
ing there wa^ sich a thing there. In 
that cavci an English captain keeps him- 

' self 
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self concealed ; and we» who are in the 
sfscret, supply him with every thing 
^at heart can wish. He is recruiting 
smong the Highlands, and has nearly 
got his company filled.*' ^ 

^* I will offer myself immediately,*^ 
exclaimed Crosby, with a sudden ani- 
mation, that might have excited suspi- 
cions in the mind of a keener observer 
than his companion ; who, without no- 
ticing it, immediately replied — '* Well, 
I will tell you just where you pan go to 
find him ; or wait till after dark, and I 
wiH go with you.** 

" That will be the very thingj** re- 
turned our hero, inwardly chuckling at 
the success of his manoeuvre ; ** by 
joining his company, I can go down in 
safety.** 

** No doubt of it ; but we must be 
very cautious. In these times, every 
one is watching his next ndghbour.** 

*' You may depend upon my pru^ 
. . V dence,** 
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dence* returned Crodby ; ^* 1 hare no 
ttitfination to 'get into the Itthds ^1^ 
again-, it was at tfae'likztErrd of mj^ 
at I esdrped' firbtri ' H^exh Hi ^VHSii 

••'WKtrti'! havfe y^ rerflfy b^ taken 

by tWrttt?' Why, hdi)if-ifr ujrttti^ «d 

ybtt'get a^ay*?"" ;• c- ' — ••""•>'•"' 
' - •Orttwby -here ' recapitdlaUM iftie par6. 
irtilaw^ 'of 'his escaple fttittr^ tW ittiti^ 
diiin;h',^(! ttwri adddd^«'They'aii^i*l 
«ft!iit6 icfogS, 'for yod «eiar;'tfiey itr^^t 'A 

"Let the riglars get ftifem at jcfcse 
i|!lartel^, with the ba^gon^fc/'and tfie re- 
^k will stand faoehantte,^^ repliefd^tbe 
difc'er. - " They raust be at tori^ sWit 
hbw," w tfee'l*rimnaage would^ rtdt" ')k^ 

so long." -^^ "' 

. . • . • ■ "" «- . • '• 

-Here the' conversation ended'; '^tt 
separtHSfig-to puii^c*^ tbiddr^irw^ 
BvbcatSbhsilbey met nb'moiidtillltapper- 
^ time; 



it^l^^gf^imat, to ^ieek' tm itiWfUe^ 

lofty eminence which our het&S' iHMiii 
ductor had pointed out to him in the 
aKtn^ng', lii^y pMtired «fetif ^ dot)^ of 
d«r«^dedtfrtwhil^'gi«W«ftit3lAse. IH 
fiOftt'O^^beea was a dto-kJookitig objeMi 
iMcHi^ )>Kyved to be a huge tock, 'ddt in 
tm^ by {Ekneb^ oonbM^ibh df-l!h^ -d(!>^ 
ifi«nftsr;^'by a pr6di|Atal;«Mi^«cdtlt' ftotti 
ttie<dkz^ ste(ep'libt>v6'it.^ '^m^h&kiff 
s^U WhidI' tbe. 'fahtaM- csieA^'vriih 
)iM, W>stni€k'ieter& bl6itrd;1a tjtd^ 
succession, on th^ fifft ^stirfito^'of'tfa^ 
r^; «hd in'a ^liOft thne, iai bHj^ht ray 
of light idafted ^feum behind ft,^ arid griii 
ddlili^ efli^t^ed -ih 'briUi^ii^ Itjfthb 
hSm> TiidtaffaU ihtf dbfect ^f MU Viiift 

iVttna^Velbt&^mi vMh a-gifiyir'biiitem 

c, m 
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in his hand, by ^ 9^4 cf whidiffbe took 
a critical sunrey of his viaiton witboijil 
apeaking. He then bid the funatr iw^ 
come, who promptly intrpdiioed.^ hi$ 
companion as ** John Smith, a faithful 
friend to his majesty,'' and instaQtly;.dis- 
appeared. .,,. 



t J ' 



. The.€aptain received Crosby veryiOdrf 
dially ; and after numerous inquirieaf. ioi 
all of which he received plausible and 
satis&ctory answers, he at length.;!^- 
claimed— ^^ Well, sir, you appear to hfiv^ 
limb and muscle, and would m^ke a de^ 
vilish good-looking soldier. I sIkhU^ 
like to have you in my corps .<^ ^Hgil^r 
landers^ which have just been collecl^ 
Com^. what say you ?*• .^ .. b 

.** I have not the least objecticm,'' ; qb^, 
plied Crosby ; ^' and as I have po fixe^ 
home, or place to go to, I should lilp«(j|f)^ 
atay with you ; for if the rebel|.€a|dii 
me agmn^ they will show menomenqriv 

"Agrepdr 



^^Agre^r exokimed the captain, 
ter ^eing him sharply for a few nuKi 
mmU ; ^ you are a d i d hone8t*look-« 
kkg fellbw^ and FU try you. Come, sir, 
see if you can double up that gigantic 
carcass of yours, so as to get into that 
hole," pointing to the mouth of an arti- 
ficial excavation in the mountain, just 
behind the <^loven rock, which Crosby 
had not befbre observed. 

The new recruit instantly obeyed the 
t^ers of his superior, and found himself 
ill a sQidl; comfortable, well-furnished 
apartment, with seats, and other con* 
v^iencds, sfuitable fen* two or three per- 
sons. In the centre of the floor stood 
a small round table, liberally supplied 
with n great variety of cold meats, pas- 
titfi bread, butter, dieese, and every 
tyfliet kiild of eatables that the ndgh^ 
Ixwring^'&rm-houses cotild furnish. But 
what the occupant of the oive most eaub- 

3«^L..i. K nesdy 
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liestly recommended to the attention of 
his guest, was a large jug, or rather it3 
eontents, which he swore was as fine 
Madeira as had ever graced the table of 
sir Harry, or even his lordship himi|el£ 

^ Come, my good fellow, help your« 
self," said the hermit, pushing the jug 
to his new proselyte, after filling his 
own goblet to the brim. " D-^n me, 
but you shall live like a fighting cock, 
for the few days longer that I have got 
to burrow in this hole, A health to 
his majesty, and success to the good 
cause." 

" With all my heart!" exclaimed 
Crosby, and drained the goblet, 
* • 

As our hero now appears to be v^y 
comfortably situated, in a strong hold, 
•with plenty of provisions for the g^ri-^ 
^on, we will venture to leave him there 
-for a few days, while we revisit the 
•/ ... acene 
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scene from whence proceeded those 
" sounds of war," which gave rise to the 
conversation that ultimately brought 
about the present change in his circum- 
stances. 



S 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



chaderton's hill. 



»This day hatfa made 



Much woik for toan in many an Knglirii mother. 
Whose sons lie scattered on the bleeding gnrand : 
Many a widow*s husband grovelling lies, 
Coldly embracing the discoloured earth. 

Shakesfeakx's Kkig Johnm 

We left the two hostile armies in front 
of each other, at White Plains^ with 
souls ** in arms, and eager for the fray.** 
On the morning of the twenty-eighth 
of October, they still retained the same 
position, sharply watching each other's 
motions. 



In 



In the mean ixvtie, ai commanding 
.eminence, on the south-west of the Ame-- 
lican camp, bid caught the attention of 
Washington, who, knowing the impor- 
imce of strengthening his position, re- 
eved to reconnbitre the ground imme- 
diately. He a;ccordingly ordei^ed such 
of his general officers as were not on 
*daty, to attend him, and rode to the 
.spot ; but^ on examination, found it not 
so $iiitable for his purposes as he had an- 
ticipated. 

* ^ Yciider,^ said Lee, pointing to ano- 
4;her eminence on the north, "is the 
ground wcf ought to occupy.** 
' **^ Let us th«i go and view it," replied 
-the CQiiimander-iri-chief t and away they 
post^, us fast as their mettlesome steeds 
would carry them. 

They had not proceeded far, howi^ver, 
when a light-horseman was seen coming 

K 3 up. 
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up, on full gallop, his rteed ahtiost but 
of breath. Hastily saluting the genend, 
he exclaimed — " The British are on the 
camp, sirT 

'^Then, gentlemen,'' said Washing'- 
ton, ^ we have other business than n^ 
*connoitring— follow me !** > 

... r V 

So saying, he put spurs to his.pnm^ 
cing charger, and galloped to the camp^ 
swiftly followed by his well-moiiiited 
generals, Lee, Heath, and the x^%t. / 

On arriving at head-iquarters, tii^ piirty 
were met by the adjutant-genera!,; tite^ 
gallant Read, who hastily addressed hb 
commander — " The guards, sir, have 
been all beat in, and the whole aniiy 
are now at their respective posts, ill oi^ 
derof battle." ^^ 

Washington, on hearing this, turned 
coolly to his officers, and dismissed them 
with this brief order — ** Gentlemen, yoa 

will 
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'Will repair to your respective posts^ anS 
clo the best you can*." 

Here they separated, each officer re- 
pairing to his own division, which he 
found in the lines, firmly awaiting the 
•charge^ which had already commenced 
on the right of the Americans, by a co- 
lumn of Hessians, the forlorn hope of 
the 'British army. They were Qom. 
manded by general De Heister and 
ocdonel Rhal, who directed their first 
fi^tack against the Americans that. were 
posted on an eminence called Chaderi- 
ton'sHill, commanded by general M'Dou* 
gall. 

The cannonade now became brisk 
on both sides. Suddetily the enemy's 
right column, consisting of British 
troops, under the command of general 

K 4 Leislle^ 

* See Heath's Memoirs. 
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Xieslie, appeared in theroadleadinj^'to 
the court-house^ in front of Heath^s iiU 
vision, on the American left. This ad- 
vancing column was preceded by about 
twenty light-horsemen, in full gallop, 
brandishing their swords, ai if they in- 
tended to decapitate every Yankee th^y 
could reach. 

Without hesitation they leaped the 
fence of a wheat-field, at the foot 6f the 
hill on which the brave Malcblm'b re^t 
inent was posted ; of which circum-^ 
stance the cavaliers were not aware, un- 
til a shot from a field-piece struck inthe 
midst of them, and unhorsed one of the 

party without ceremony. 

" ' ' - • -• 

This being a hint that the geiitlemeh 
9ould not well misunderstand, they 
wheeled short about, and galloped oat 
of the field as fast as they came in ; nor 
did they slacken their speed, until a 

friendly 
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friendly hill left nothing but the tips of 
their plumes foi* Malcolm to waste his 
fire OB. 

Whether it was owing to this circum- 
stance (the precipitate flight of his 
horse), or to previous arrangement/ it 
is certain that the British column ad^ 
vanced no farther up the road, but sud* 
*denly wheeled to the left:, by plat<x)ns, 
«8 fast as they came up ; and passing 
through a bar, . or gateway, directed 
their head towards the troops on Cba- 
derton's Hill, already engaged with the 
Hessians. 

• The appearance of this column of 
well-disciplined troops, the flower of the 
'British army, was truly imposing. Their 
'brightly polished arms^ bristling with 
bayonet^ glittered in the sunbeams 
with almost a dazzling lustre. What a 
contrast to their undisciplined t>ppo- 

K 5 nents,, 
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Aents, the Amerirah militilR; vrhcr/ with 
rusty muskets, irregular accoutrecnentSi 
and scarcely a bayonet to a platoon^ stood 
before them undismayed, and (even 
when vanquished) unsubdued ! 

The cannonade still continued iMisk 
across the Bronx ; the Americans firmly 
retaining their position on the hill^ and 
the enemy directing all his ^lergies to 
dislodge them. Convinced; at lengthy 
that long shot would never effect the 
object, preparations were made to come 
to closer quarters. 

F6r this purpose, a part of the ene- 
my*s left column, composed of British 
and Hessians, forded the river, and 
marched along, under cover of the hiil» 
until they had gained sufficient ground 
to the left of the Americans ; when, by 
facing to the left, their column became 
4. line parallel with their opponents I& 

this 
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^i^erthey ascended the faUl,; witb 4k 
quick movement 

The fre from the British artillery 
now eeased» of course, in order not to 
endanger their own men, who were 
bravely advancing to charge the Ameri- 
cans on the summit of the hill ; but the 
fire of the musketry between the twc^ 
parties was to rapid and incessant, that 
it wa4 impossible to distinguish the 
sounds. 

The Americans finally gave way be« 
fore superior discipline, and moved off 
the hill in as good order as could have 
been expected.. The British ^oended 
the hill very slowly, but in thajtclose^ 
compact order for which their infantry 
Me so justly celebrated. There is no 
doubt, however, that every man felt 
glaid when he had reached the summit, 
l^h^re they £3rmed and dressed their 
•^iru . . : k6 line, 
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MtHe^^tHlfaout eToraag any '4iq[MitiD& 
to pursue their retreating foe. 

The fact is, both parties felt perfectly 
billing to rest awhile, after the fi^gufft 
bfthe day. It is true, that obtaiQing 
possession of the contested :^miiieii^ 
gave the British great advantage, over 
their opponents ; but feeling too sore to 
pursue this advantage^ they were . ooi^ 
tent to let things remain as they w^Yie 
/or the present. 

During this action, which Ought to 
be called the .'' battle of Cbaderton's 
Hill," several hundreds ftU on both sidefi. 
It was a waste of lives, without , much 
advantage to either party; In the midst 
of the engagement, however, the Ame-^ 
riean baggage and stores were moved off 
in full view of the Bl'itish army**. 

; Washington 

• « The brunt of tins battte,"^ iftyt iSuificU, 
*^ was sustained bj the American general M^Doo- 

gall^ 
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^ iVm^tfgton sooii after ebanged i^ 
front, by drawing hank, tb^ right aod^ 
centrQ of his forces to some hills in his 
rear, and leaving the left wing in its 
former position; thus fcn*ming a line 
nearly east and west, fronting his enemy 
on the south. In this eligible position 
be expected and desired an action ; , bjut 
the. enemy did not see fit to make the 
attempt. He afterwards withdrew the 
whole army to the heights of North* 
castle, about five miles above White 
Plains, near the Connecticut line, where 
his position was so strong, that Howe 
found it necessary to adopt an entire 
new plan of operiations. 
• * ' • • .'' 

' In the tnean time, Crosby was enjoy- 

- •■-"■ -^ /v^g 
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|;all^ post^ on the jnght of the Amexican amy^ 
who noUj sustained his post with sixhundlr^ nieti^ 
against the British army^ though basely deseftei 
hy fbtir regiments of iniEtia, who fled on the ap-^ 
ptdaJdi of two hundred and fifty light horse*" 
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iAg «Me Md liiikitty in the ^ caVfe offfae 
mountain,'' which was r^ularly supfdied 
With provision^ by several farmers^ who 
secretly favoured the toyal cause. He 
ibund the captain to be a good-humoai^ 
ed, jovial fellow, somewhat coarse in hia 
manners, but not a disagreeable compa- 
nion. As he and Crosby lived and 
messed together, they were, of counie^ 
on the most familiar terms of intimacy ; 
it will therefore be readily conceived^ 
that the latter soon made himself ac^ 
quainted with every particular of the 
other^s plans. 

ff 

** In three days, my lad, we shaU cross 
the Highlands," said tlie captain, gaily, 
&s he folded a letter which had just been 
handed him by our hero's late employer. 

** In three days," repeated the other. 
" Let me see — that will be Tuesday, ai 
this is Saturday. 
- ; *^ Yes^ this ia Saturday, and to^n^orr 
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roW^wi^ be Sunday, vrhen your motky 
psalm-singing rebel army will be 
cbaunting hallelujahs through their 
noses ; that is, if our cavalry did not 
shave off those vocal appendages at 
White PUiins;* 

** According to the letter you have 
jutt read to me, it would seem that 
some of the royal cavalry Imve been 
even closer shaved by the rebels ift 
Heaths division," returned Crosby, with 
a slight indication of humour in his 
countenance. 

•* By . Heaven !*' exclaimed the cap^ 
tain, ** you look and talk as if you were 
glad of it*' 

^ I should be glad to have been in 
their situation,'' said Crosby, drily. 

« Where? Behind the hill P** . 

•* No-^I would have cleared the hil^ 
and made for the Hi?af A." 

'' Good ! by *** ! If the flash of your 
musket be Uke that of your wit, you 
wHl be an honour to the corps." 

•* Wit 
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** Wit sometimes wounds a friend/* ; 
Then there the comparison ends, for 
yont musket Will only be levelled at the 
rebels. But come — ^let's to business. 
Do you know where the little heap of 
earth stands which the Yankees call 
Buttei^Hill*?" 

«< Yes — at the north entrance of tb6 
Highlands, opposite St. Anthony^s 
Facef,** 

"True; 

* This is a high cobble hill^ on the west side of 
Hudiion River^ opposite Breakneck Hill. These aie 
'the northern hills of the Highland diain. 

t SL Anthonys Face is on the south side of 
Breakneck Hill^ at the north entrance of the Hi^- 
lands^ sixty miles from the city of New-Yprk. Its . 
name is derived from a ludicrous resemblance of a 
colossal huiaian face^ as seen from the river. The 
.zbck which has this appearance^ exhibits a good 
profile of a face of thirty-two feet^ aided by a little 
fancy^ and a relish for the marvellous. A tree 
which grows upon the chin^ just reaches thd height 
tit iiie eyes^ and kiifdly spread^ ita branclM fdlr tibie 
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./VTrue; and w^e that break-tieck 
rpck a i^^ Uving sainl^ and the. op^ 
site bill composed of genuine Goshen 
liutter, d — — n n»e, but . tl^e saint'^ 
mouth would water. But, as I was 
saying, on the western side of that 
ippuntain (for so we would call an emi- 
nenQd of fifteen hundred feet ip l^ng^ 
land), is a lonely bam, belonging to ^ 

gOQ4 loyalist, and a d d fine fellow. 

To that barn we must all go on Tues- 
day evening ; and after taking an hpur^s 
rest in the hay-mow^ pursue our course 
to the royal lines. To-morrow you and 
I will bid good-bye to this cursed hole, 
as my friend S^*** has generously qft 
fered to accommodate the whole of us» 
ilfttil we march.'* 







'-.f- 



ejebcQws of the saint. Hiere is another piomon»> 
t0¥7> opposite the site of Fort Mpntgomeiy, five 
iSliles below West Pointy wbicli^ is cidlecl 'l^t An- 
^Qliy's Nose, but the resemblance is less remark- 
able. 
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Having nothing to oppose to thi^ aiv 
rangement, Crosby made no objection! 
and Sunday evening saw the whole 
corps (about thirty) assembled at the 
house of Mr. S****. 

But how was the committee of safe* 
ty to be made acquainted with these 
circumstances? This was a question 
that, for some time, baffled the inge* 
nuity of our hero, as he was aware that 
he could not absent himself a moment 
Without exciting suspicions. 

' At length, however, he hit upcm a 
plan, and hastened to put it into exe* 
cution. Taking the captain apart, be 
thus commenced it. — ^^ I am apprehen-^ 
sive, sir, that our being here all together 
may turn out bad policy." 

** Your reasons. Jack, youi* reasons,** 
said the other^ with a dramatic air. 
f * The devil's in it, if we are not retired 

enough ; 



enough ; there is not a neighbour within 
ainile.- 

*^ It is just such retired situations ^at 
Townsend's rangers are always seaitb- 
ing. They seldom seek for organized 
companies of loyalists in populous vil* 
lages.** 

^ D ' n Towftsend*s rangers f They 
tl^ over the river. *• 

^ That's not certain. They are every 
wiiere by turns, and nowhere long. 
Jfot let Qs suppose the w<n«t If the 
rebels should discover us, land surprise 
tts all together, the whole corps is at once 
tonihSated. But if we disperse until 
the hour of marching, they can only 
pick up one or two, and the main body 
will remain safe." 

" D n me, Jack, but you shall 

be my orderly. Your advice is good, 
and we will separate immediately. No 
one shall know where another sleeps, 
md that will prevent treachery. There's 

an 
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an improvement of my own. Jack. G0 
— K^oose your own lodgings ; and yojU 
jneed be at no loss in thiB bundling coun- 
try of yours. But recollect, \^e we all 
muster at seven o'clock, on Tuesday 
jevening." 

(ft 

With these words they sepanited; 
when Crosby lost no time in repairing 
to the house of a man whom he knew 
.to be a warm friend to the country, and 
desired him to saddle his horse instantly^ 
imd carry an express to the committee 
of safety, at FishkilL The othar con- 
plied without hesitation ; and, while he 
W9S: preparing for the journey, our bexo 
wrote the following communication ;—^ 



ft 



To the Committee ofS<tfetjf. 




*• GENTLEMEN, 

'* I hasten this express to re* 
guest you to order captain Townsend'a 

company 
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com jpany of rangers to repair immedl^' 
dtely to the bam; situated on the west^ 
side of Bu tter Hill, and there to secrjete 
themselves until we arrive, which will 
be to-morrow evening, probaUy about 
eleven o'clock ; where, with about thirty 
tories, they may find, 

" Your obedient servant, 

** John Smith* 
^ Mimday ewmng^.Nao. 4, 1776.'' 



As soon as this express was despatcfait 
ed to Fishkill, Crosby repaired to the 
house of his former employer, where he 
remained until the hour appointed on 
the following evening, when (his mes- 
senger having returned with an answer) 
he rejoined his company, which was 
now assembled at the house of Mn 
S****. • Every thing .being arranged for 
theif* departure, they took leave of theii^ 

loyal 



2«r 

loyal host, and cautiously proceede4^ 
across the country, to Cornwallji wfa^ie^ 
they forded Murderer's Creek, and socm 
reached the solitary ham, where they, 
oontemplated to rest in safety. 

Completely jaded by their long and 
rapid march, every one was eager to se- 
cure a snug birth in the hay, in order to 
snatch an hour's repose before they re^ 
sumed their journey. Our hero nestled 
down with the rest^ dose to the side of 
the building ; and, in a few minutes, he 
was the only individual awake. 

In about en hour he heard some (Xie 
cough on the outside the bam. Thia 
being the preconcerted signal, waa im^* 
mediately answered by Crosby, through 
an opening between the boards ; uid in 
the next moment the building was filled 
with armed men, headed by captaiB 
Townsend, accompanied by ooknel 

Duer, 
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Dnet, one of the committee of safetyt 
who had given the signal before men-^ 
tioned. 

" Surrender!" exclaimed Townsend, 
in a voice that started every drowsy 
lumberer from his rustling couch, 
"Surrender! or, by the life of Wash* 
ington, you have taken your last nap 
on this side the grave !" 

No resistance was attempted, for none 
would have availed against such fearful 
odds. Some gave up without hesita- 
tion, while others endeavoured to con- 
ceal themselves in tjbe hay; but they 
were soon dragged forth, and mustered 
on the barn-floor, where several of the 
rangers were stationed with lanterns. 

" Who commands this band of he- 
roes ?" demanded Townsend. 

^ I do^" answered the Englishman^ 

promptly 



ptomply and proudly. " I tiave ^ 
honour to bear his majesty's oomwi%' 
sioD, and demand your authority Ibf 
this arrest and detention.** ^ - 

^ The authority of the continental 
congress, whose commissicm I have the 
honour to bear," answered Townsen^ 
^* I shall therefore trouble you for audi 
papers as you may have in your poasMi* 
sion: we pledge ourselves, howevei^ 
that nothing of a private nature shall b^ 
detained/' 






The Englishman reluctantly compile^ 
with this military usage, and at Towii- 
send's request, proceeded to call his ow4 
men by the muster-rolL 

At the name of Enoch Crosby, im\ta^ 
swer was returned. .^ 



• I 



** Seardi for him with your'bay^ 
nets !" exclaimed Townsend.; and ^^^ 
tdades were instantly plunged int^ as 

many 
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imny different sectiotos of tlie -hay^ mow. 
©or hero now began to think it high 
time to show himself, and ask for quan- 

ter. 

. r'. . .- ■ , * ' - 

" On descending to the floor, the first 
person he recognised was colonel Duer, 
Si member of the committee, who had 
accompanied the party for the express 
j^rpdse of affording Crosby an oppor- 
itunity to escape; but this generous in- 
tention was completely frustrated by 
the zeal of Townsend, who instantly 
knew the prisoner, and seized him 'with 
an arm as muscular and sinewy as 'his 
^own. 

** Well met again, old comrade !" ex- 
daimed the ranger, with a smile of ^tri- 
umph, *^ You showed us a light pair 
of heels at Fishkill ; but if I do not see 
them made sufficiaitly heavy this time, 
teay I iiever be a major." 
'^'» TOL. I. L ••Who 
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"^ Who is he ?'' inquhred Duer, «& 
fecting ignorance of the prisoner** peit- 



" Enoch, the patriarch,** returned 
Townsend, smiling at his own conceit ; 
^ he who disappeared from the church 
in Fishkill, almost as mysterioualjr as his 
ancient namesake is said to have drnie 
from the earth.'' 

^ It is true, he did play us a stipperf 
trick," observed Duer, who thougbt it 
necessary to say something; **but we 
cannot blame the pow fellow for con- 
sulting his own safety.** 

«* Poor r* echoed Townsend. •• K 
he be poor, John Bull must pay bhn 
ill.'* 

** Yes, indeed,** said the Ueutenant; 
who felt his own honour a Utde piqpifii 
at Crosby's former escape ; ^king Qemgt 
owes him a dukedom." 

^ And congress a halter,*' added the 
captain, as he resigned the tileat iufaftat 

of 




221 

of these sarcasms to two men, who soon 
jihackkd his limbs in such a manner as 
to prevent the possibility of his again 
giving them the slip. 

As soon as the prisoners were all se- 
cured, the party were ready to march ; 
andy '^ to shorten a long story," as Cros- 
by quaintly expressed it, not many 
licmrs elapsed, before he found himself 
in full view of the stone church at Fish- 

kiU. 

-. 

But Crosby, it appears, had forfeited 
the protection of the church ; for while 
the other prisoners were conducted into 
that friendly asylum, he was compelled 
to march a mile further, to a fermhouse, 

the east side of the plain, whidi lies 

£rimt of the village. 



Here he was permitted to halt ; and 
jaap discovered, thai it was not qnly 
c. L 2 th^ 
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the temporay bead-quarters of captaUR 
Townsend, but the permanent residence 
of Mr. Jay, chairman of the committee 

of safety. 

This circumstance, however, was not 
likely to operate in his favour, as Town- 
send immediately adopted such prompt 
measures to prevent the escape of bis 
prisoner, as evinced the deep interest 
that officer felt in his detention. Cros- 
by was placed in a room by himself, and 
a guard detailed for his security, com- 
prising some of the most vigilant mem- 
bers of the corps. 

All men must eat at times, and cap- 
tain Townsend had fasted for the last 
twelve hours. Under such circum- 
stances, it is not surprising that he a- 
waited the preparations for supper with 
no little degree of impatience. "This 
feeling, however, was frequently beguil- 
ed 
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€d and diverted, by the frank, free, and 
insinuating address of a rosy ^cheeked 
lass, who, on this occasion, officiated in 
capacity of housemaid. 

The captain was no anchorite, and the 
maid appeared to be scrupulously atten- 
tive to his most trifling wants ; until he 
became so completely absorbed with 
love, wine, and broiled chickens, that he 
forgot there was such a man as Enoch 
Grosby in the world. 

But Miss Charity was too liberal in 
her opinions of right and wrong, to 

^^ Feast the ricb, and let the humble starve.*' 

She very considerately reflected that the 
sentinel at Crosby's door might proba- 
bly be as sharp set as his captain ; and 
linger this impression, without consult- 
ing the superior, prepared hini anpther 
^p li 3 chicken, 
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chicken^ which she aGOompanied with a 
bottle of Jay*s best old French baikdyl 
How the ranger relished the joke ynA 
never accurately ascertained; but one 
thing is certain, that owing either to 
the quality or quantity of the liquor, he 
actually fell asleep on his post. 

About midnight, our hero was arou- 
sed from an unquiet slumber, by a gen- 
tle shake of the shoulder. On opening 
his eyes, he beheld the figure of a female 
bending over him, with a dark lantern 
in her hand. 

" Follow me, without speaking/' said 
she, in a whisper ; ** and hold fast by 
them ugly things, that they d<m't make 
d noise." 

Crosby instinctively obeyed in silence, 
and followed his fair conductor from fhe 
apartment. For a moment he paused 

to 
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tt^ gaase tt the snoring sentinel^ while 
Charity carefully closed and locked the 
door. She then led the way through a 
small garden, in the rear of the house» 
and pointing to the West Mountain^ 
against the side of which the moon 
was pouring a stream of mellow radi- 
ance, she bid him haste to seek a shel- 
ter amidst its almost impenetrable fast- 
nesses. 

^* But how have you eflPected this ?" 
asked the bewildered and astonished 
prisoner ; ^* and what will be the result 
to yourself, and that careless senti- 
nel?" 

** Fear nothing for either,*" hastily 
replied the girl ; ^ but hasten to the 
mountains. I shall instantly return the 
key to Townsend's pocket, who is him-* 
aelf snoring on the sofa. Doctor MiU 
let's opiates are wonderfully powerful, 
when mixed with brmidy. Now, fly 

L 4 for 
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for your life ! The seniinel diall be on 
his feet when the relief comes. Yott 
have not a moment to lose. I shall be 
at Hopewell by the time the alarm, is 
given. Not another word — I want no 
thanks — Jay is your protector —^•^-^ 
Fly !" 

With these words she disappeared in 
the house. 

The heavy shackles with which our 
hero's limbs were encumbered, allowed 
him to move but slowly. The coast 
was perfectly clear, however, and the 
moon illumined the whole of the plain 
before him. No obstacle appeared to 
oppose his progress to the mountain, 
which, rising like a huge pyramid, seem-^ 
ed to invite his approach. He advan- 
ced with confidence, but with tardiness 
and fatigue, until he reached a little 
thicket on the left, where he detenni- 

ned 
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ned to stop, and, if po^ible, free him- 
self from his fetters. This objeet being 
effected^ after mueh exertion, he bound- 
ed forward, with a heart as much lights 
ened as his heels, until he found him* 
self beyond the possibility of pursuit, 
among the intricate passes of that gi- 
gantic eminence. 

On the following morning. Town- 
send found himself refreshed, the key in 
his pocket, and a trusty sentinel before 
the door of his prisoner's apartment. 
There was no other outlet to the room, 
except a window, closed with a strong 
shutter, and guarded by another senti- 
nel on the outside. No alarm or noise 
had been heard by any one during the 
night, and what doubt could there be 
of the prisoner's safety ? 

But words are inadequate to a de- 
scription of Townsend's feelings, when 

on 
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on taking the key from his pockety and 
unlocking the door, the apartment was 
found evacuated, and without a tenant. 
The guard were all summoned, but 
every one protested his ignorance and 
innocence of the priscxier^ escape; and 
all united in expressing their surprise 
that a man in irons could creep up the 
chimney. But there was no other alter- 
native; if he did not escape that way, 
which way could he have made his 
egress from the apartment ? 

Captain Townsend could not forgive 
this second deception ; he felt that his 
honour, as an officer, was implicated; 
and inwardly swore that if Enoch Cros- 
by became his prisoner again, a very 
summary process should put an end to 
his career*. 

* See the Sp7> Vol. I. Chap. V. three concluding 
pages. 
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CHAP. I. 



THE SECRET PASS. 



-We must find 



An evident calamity, though we had 

Our wish, which side should win ; for either thou 

Must, as a foreign recreant, oe led 

With manacles through our streets, or else 

Triumphantly tread on thy country's ruin. 

Shakespeare's Corietanus. 

A S soon as our hero considered it pru- 
dent to leave his place of concealment 
in the West Mountain, which was not 
until the following night, he cautiously 

descended 
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descended in a southern direction ; and 
being, by this time, well acquainted with 
every pass through the Highlands, know- 
ing where the ravines might be pene- 
trated, and where the streams were ford- 
able, he proceeded with silent celerity, 
and increasing confidence. For several ' 
hours he pursued his course without in- ' 
terruption, carefully avoiding such spots ' 
as he knew to be inhabited, sometimes 
plunging into thickets, at others finding ' '' 
it necessary to ascend hills that appeared ' 
to be almost inaccessible. 

About sunrise, he ventured to descend* ^ 
into the highway, where he continued 
to travel, until fatigue and hunger com- 
pelled him to seek for a habitation where " 
he might safely apply for refreshment, 

* 

At this juncture, he found himself 
within a quarter of a mile of a farm- 
house, the owner of which he knew to 

be 



be a tory, and wbuld doubtless supply 
bis immediate wants. He directed his 
steps accordingly, and soon received a 
dieerful welcome from the mistress of 
the family, her husband being absent 
from home. He told his story, or as 
much of it as was proper to be related ; 
and his loyal hostess could not find lan- 
guage to express her commiseration of 
bis sufferings, and her indignity at the 
wrongs he had received at the hands of 
the abominable rebels! In short, she 
treated him like a son ; and insisted up- 
on his making her house his home, for 
as long a time as he thought it prudient 
to remain. On his departure, she load- 
ed him with provisions and clothes, 
with a capacious new pack to contain 
them. 

Being well aware that patrols were 
scouring the country in every direction, 
who, if they recognised him, would be 

VOL. II. B sure 
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sure to retake him, he felt thet nMe^itj]^ 
of being very cautious m lm;:in<>¥e- 
ments. It is true, that lie i^ight inwfc 
a cordial welcome from those who: ab^ 
cretly favoured the British .qause; Init 
at a period when so many were.ipduoed 
by circumstances to disguise their real 
sentiments, it was difficult tp di^jerinoyU 
nate between friends and. foes. £very 
whig would have thought it a duty he 
owed liis country to deliver up the^fu- 
gitive to the vengeance of. her ^ioli^tad 
laws; while many^ who felt interested 
in his safety, were deterred from a£K>fd* 
ing him protection, by a prudent regai^ 
for their own. 

Under such circumstances, our hero 
soon found himself placed in a very un- 
pleasant dilemma ; while every succeed- 
ing day seemed to increase the gloom 
which, like a portentous cloud, hung 
over his untoward destiny. Hunted 

like 
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Hke a beast of tHe forestby one party^^ 
suspected and avoided by: the other-— 
he felt himselfy at times, an outcast in 
the wbrldii--a houseless wanderer, with- 
out a cotiiitry cw a home* ! While look'- 
ingiat tbis> side the picture; it exhibited 
a cheerless, ' drfeary -scene of detolatioili 
at the Contemplation of which bisbeanrt 
l^ekened within him. But when he re- 
^l^ted the object for which he had 
voluntarily submitted to this living 
martyrdom — when he reviewed the mch 
tive of the sacrifice — a ray of peaceful 
4tah()ui}lity, emanating -from a self-ap- 
^oving conscience, ^tole over his mind, 

B 2 which 



' * ^<^ Most of tbe movemettCs of the pedlar through 
•the va^ntTYr wene mad^ at' the hours which 'Othess 
allotted to repose. His approaches to the Ameri<- 
can lines were generally so conducted^ as to baffle 
pursuit. Many a sentinel, placed in the gorges of 
'iiie mottntains, spole of a sthuige %are that had 
' been. Been gliding by them in, the mists of the even- 
ing." — Sp^, vol. L 
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which he would not have exdiangiBd 
for the crown and sceptre of England^' s 

It was near the dose of a tiMlsome 
day's wandering, in the cheerless montii 
of November, that he called at an in- 
different looking farm«-hou8e, and re- 
quested to be accommodated for the 
night. This request was cheerfully 
granted ; and throwing off his pack, be 
sat down, with a thankful heart, to real 
from the fatigues of the day. 

He had not remained in this situatioil 
long, when two large men, armed with 
muskets, entered the apartment. One 
of them started on seeing our traveller; 
and in a low voice said something to his 
companion, to which the other app^^ 
rently assented. 

> 

Crosby remained silent, watching the 
movements of these men with the deep* 

est 
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ast interest, as he suspected thecn to 
be volunteer scouts, numbers of which 
were constantly on the look-out for 
such persons as were suspected of tcH*y- 
ism. 

- In a short tioie they advanced to our 
bero, and itfter surveying him atten- 
tively, one of them accosted him— " I 
think, sir, that I have seen your face 
before.*' 

** Very possibly, sir,** returned Cros- 
by, coolly ; " though I cannot say that 
I have the pleasure of recollecting 
yours." 

•* Probably not. But, if I mistake 
not, I saw you conducted to Fishkill 
prison, a short time since, in company 
of a number of tories, arrested by Town- 
send's rangers.** 

" Oh yes, it is he !" exclaimed the 
other ; ^ I could swear to him among a 
thousand/' 

B 3 •* So 
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^ So you have made your escape, dr, 
it seems/' continued the first ^peakeit. 
" But under our escort you: will not find 
it so easily done again.- To-morroir 
morning you shall accompany us^ to 
Heath's head-quarters ; and, if the pro- 
vost-marshal does his duty, your 
plots and escapes will soon be ter- 
minated. The committee of safety- 
will not take the trouble of tiying you 
again." 

" It is a serious subject for jesting," 
observed Crosby, throwing an unquiet 
eye around, as if in search of sonie ave- 
nue for escape. 

" You will find it no jest,** returned 
the other. " Jay and Duer are deter- 
mined to make an example of yoU. A 
tory they can pardon and pity. Biit a 
traitor, who, after bearing arms in the 
good cause, basely turns those arms 
against his countrymen, has forfeited 
all claims to protection. Mercy to such 

a wretch 



( 



15 

a wretch would be cruelty to oQr coun- 
try*." 

** And think you that Jay would pro- 
nounce fn,e a traitor f?" asked Crosby, 
with some earnestness. 

^' How could he do otherwise?" re- 
turned the other. " What have- you to 
urge in your own defence?" 

Notwithstanding his reliance on the 
secret protection of the committee, our 

B 4 hero 
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* Dark aad threatening hints began to throw 
suspicion aroUiid his movements^ and ti^e dvil au- 
thority thought it incumbent on them to examine 
narrowly into. his. ^mode of life. His imprisonments 
were not long, though frequent; and his escapes 
from the guardians of the law comparatively easy, 
to what he endured from the persecution of the 
military. — Spy, V6L u 

+ ^ Will Washington say so, think you?** said 
Birch, with a ghastly smile. " No*— no — ^no — ^— 
WiysUpgton fnmld never pay—' Lead him to a 
^pUows.'— iS^, Vol. t. 




16 

hero feH a strong repugnance to becomitf 
a prisoner again so soon^ espedaHy ai 
the exasperated rangers (at a time wheh 
the civil law was but little regarded by 
the soldiery) might feel themselves jiifr^ 
tified in inflicting a summary punish- 
ment, without the ceremony of a triall 
Weakened and fatigued as he was» by 
toilsome marches, he could not contend 
against such odds with any hope of $uc» 
cess. Having weighed all these cinnim- 
stances in his mind, he concluded that; 
he would be justified in appealing to 
the last resort, his present situation 
being one of extremity. He therefore' 
drew a small folded paper from & seci^t 
place within the lining of his vest, linq^ 
presented it to his interrogator. — *^ Read 
that, sir," said he, proudly, ^ and learn 
how easy a thing it is to mistake a mati^is 
real character; and how prone we are' 
to suspect the innocent.** 

The two strangers perused the paper 

in 



j(n silent astooishmept, and for a oip^ 
ment appeared unwilling to credit their 
own senses. At length, however, be 
who appeared to be the principal, re* 
turned the paper, saying — *^ I am sati|« 
fied, sir, that we have been mistaken in 
your real character, for those signatures 
I. kupw to be genuine; and the writert 
Qertify that you are actually engaged in 
the service of your country. But how 
is the mystery to be explained 7. Why 
^ere you imprisoned by the orders of 
those very men ?** 

" Ask me no further questions, if you 
please," replied Crosby, as he returned 
the pass to its secret depository. *\ Be 
content to believe me a true whig, and 
in the service of nay country. But above 
all, I most earnestly request you, as you 
wish well to the cause, never to disclose, 
what you have now learned to any hu- 
man being." 

■♦■.•■ ■ . ■ 

B 5 So 




So saying, he reshoaldered h\n "pack, 
and after evasively answering the nutoie^ 
roiis questions with which they assailed 
him, h& bade boith a hasty '^ good even- 
ingj^'and left them to wonder kt the 
strangeness of the adventure. 

He now felt convinced that it wbiild 
not be prudent to remain there for the 
night» as be. had at first, intendied ; alld 
being some^VhM yefreshed'by the ahbrt 
respite he had ertjoyed, he travelled oti- 
ward, in search of a more eli;^ble asy^ 
lum. 



After proceeding more than two n 
farther, be ventured to apply at ariothAr 
cottage, and renew his request tbt !ao- 
c6tAmodation; which, after mueh 'soli- 
citation on his part, was, at length; re- 
luctantly complied with by the' wordtfn 
of the house. Here again he disenciiijln^ 
bered himself of his pack, and sat down, 

much 
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much fatigued with his prolonged jour-* 
nev. 

.. WhUe inwardly congratulating him- 
self on the happy termination of that 
day's labours, and fondly anticipating a 
comfortable night's rest, his attention 
was caught: by the particular and suspi- 
qious manner with which he found him- 
self regarded, by a man who had just 
cn^red^ and taken a seat by the fire. 
Cro^y^ felt confident that he had some- 
where seen him before, but could not 
recall to mind the place or circumstan- 
ces, and began to feel somewhat alarm- 
ed at the doseness of his scrutiny. At 
length Crosby spoke—** Somewhat cool 
this evening, sir.*^- . 

'Without noticing this sagacious re- 
matk» the other started on his feet, and 
e^cdaimed, with* a bitterness of tone: that 
wel], ' corresponded with the gbdstUness 
of the^iii thpt accompanied it~^ Now 
... B 6 I know 
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I know yoa I I thought I could not bib 

mistaken. You are the very d . ' ■ .4 
rascal that betrayed us to the rebel com- 
mittee^ and caused our company to be 
taken and confined in gaoL Now, sir^ 
if you don't make yourself scarce pretty 

d d quick, I will call one of my 

neighbours, who swears that, if ever he 
ean lay eyes on you again, he will take 
every drop of your heart's blood I" 

Crosby made several efforts to reply, 
during the delivery of this philippic; 
but the other refused to hear a word he 
liad to say, and thus continued — ** You 
shall leave this house immediately, sir ; 
but not till I have had the satis&ction 
of pounding you r 

^' Come on, sir," said our hero, rising 
eoolly from his sieatj^ and elevating him- 
self to the full height of his manly sta- 
ture; while that of his antagonist ap-^ 
peared to dwindle in the same propor-' 
tion. *' Come ous sir !** repeated he, de» 

liberately 
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^)erately rolUi^ ttp His sle^if^ and^dii* 
playing a pair of muscular arms and 
bony fists, of the most formidable di'* 
mansions. 'VCome on—il-am r^dy to 
try you a pull/' 

But, from some cause or other, the 
host had suddenly changed his mind^ 
and appeared a little more inclined to 
the side of mercy ; for, in a less elevated 
tone, he replied^ — " I believe I will let 
you o£f this time, if you will leave my 
house immediately, and never, set your 

foot in it again." <i 

. » 

Tired and jaded as he was, Crosby 
thought it best to comply, and. travelled 
another mile before he succeeded in pro- 
curing lodgings for the night ; but there 
he learned a fact which induced, him ta 
change his plans immediately. He hiKl 
](mg been anxious to obtain a private in^ 
terview with the committee, but diu^ 
not venture to. FishlqM, while TqwjBr 

sende 



I 



send remained in the village twith bis 
vigilant rangers. He now ascertained, 
however, that the corps was on the 
other ttde of the river*, and resolved 
to profit by the circumstance on the fol- 
lowing morning. This detenniitotion 
bei pot in execution, and airived at 
Duer^s residence, on the succeeding 
evening, without interruption or niolea* 
tation. 



i. 



■ After a long consultation, that gen* 
tleman advised him to repair privately 
to a retired residence, on Wappinger^ 
Creek, the farm-house of! an honest old 
Dutchman, and there work at his trade 

for 



i : . 



* Once^ when a strong body of the continental 
atmy held the Fottr Comers^ fat a whote'tfohnnatj 
oiddrs had beei| receLved from WaBhingten ]|iinael^ 
n^l^, to^ei^re the dpor of JEJaryej 3urch wV^tui^- 
ed^ th^ command was xi^jlj, (Axjzd, and, during 
this long pexiod, the .pedlar, was unseen, llie de-. 
li((Siineiit Wis Mthdrawn j' and the next nighi Blr6h 
ve-ealered his dwelling.-«-5p|y^ FoL u 



cealed from observatidrt. Until ftirttoW 
orders. 

Being ^nnlisheJM^ilb a cbte^I^te 'S6t 
of tdfelsfbt the purpose, he'Bhoulde^ 
fals^ack, ahd proeeeded to the des^nd^ 
ted'pliU^V Wiiere he aoon ibuiid faimsetf 
very comfortably MltMi^d^^iJi the fet^ily 
of the friendly old Dutchman, who had 
feet enough in his family io Iceep the 
shdemrdiker in cdn^taht ^nyplbym^snt. • It 
W thie, a lat^ tnajbrity df them -wett 
th«*^^jiropferty df'feflMles; bu* Crosfey 
Uddfi foimdt' hy- sfkiSafl ^^ddien^uremefitl 
tMV thei* %^mf4^jn^' of a plum^ 
retond face^ rdsyioheeks^i eountry 
jDutch lass, is tiot^ sllich a trifiifig.ixp^ 
p#tid^, ' ■•tM the ' Isiatti^ drticte ^ ^ppem% 
t»^^§ ^httitin^ mt ' i«od#i4i d^ beltes ^ 

Wt^tifB^i tb& doctrine' €^;;doctor Siti 
gi«fi»eis mobt^ getit^aftty 'pt'evafSed^ ^$1 

*■ . . , •* 
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^ the wider the base* the more jBpn, is 
the superBtructure.'* 

In this tranquil asylum he had oontl% 
nued but two days, when a letter from 
Duer, desiring his immediate attendance 
on the committee, at FishkiU, was hai^d* 
ed him on his seat, by a messenger sent 
express for that purpose. 

. » 
The good old Dutchman, as well as ^ 
every member of his family, evinoecl 
much curiosity to know the purport of 
this communication, which they knew^ ^, 
by some expressions that had fiillen from 
the messenger, must have eome from, 
high authority ; and our hero imtniedi- 
ately rose, in their estimation, at least 
one hundred per cent. Could he haye 
conversed with mynheer, in the mother^ 
tongue of the latter, there is little doui:^ 
that he might now have ** taken li|9 ' 
pick'' among the daughters, with a gopdl . 

ft I . » 

&tm into the bargain. 

« Mine 



is 

** Mine Cot P exclaimed the Dutch* 
man, knocking the ashes from his pipe ; 
" you know tee sbentlemen of tee army ? 
Vat for tey rite you ?'* 

** I suppose they want shoes for the 
soldiers," replied Crosby, rising from his 
seat, and taking off his leather aproR» 
which he carefully spread over his unfi- 
nished work and tools. *' I understand 
that the poor fellows are all barefoot^ 
and there's a cold winter at hand. At 
all events, I must go and see ; but will 
probably return time enough to finish 
Catrlne's shoes for Sunday/' 

^ Now don't you disappoint me," cried 
the smiling girl, with sparkling eyes, 
and one of her sweet insinuating tones. 
** If you do, you'll be sorry." 

" Tevil take tee shoes!" exclaimed 
the father, filling his pipe again. ** Vy 
you hotter tee shentlemen mit shoes, 
veh he got bishness mit tee army ? You 
know Gitty ish shidc pon tee ped, and 

vont 



i 
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vbnt vant hern till Christmas. But, 
dunder and bltxem» man ! you vont 
trudge to Visbkill mit Shank's mare. 
Here, you Hauns ! puckle tee- peat 
shaddle on Valdeoker, and prifig faim to 
tee horse-plock tirectly-*^ydu hear I** 



I • 



Crosby was not very strenuous in de- 
clining this polite arrangenoent of his 
friendly host ; but was soon . mounted^ 
and waving^ a farewell to the whole 
group, who had assembled in the yard 
to witness his departure, he struck his 
pony into a gallop, and was soon out HCdf 
sight. 



•/ 
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On reaching Fishkill, he immediately 
waited on Duer, to learn the- pleasure 
of the committee, who reminded bim, 
that it would be extremely unsafe for 
him to remain in that place l(»)g enough 
for the committee to hold a consulta- 
tion ; be therefor^ directed h|m to leave 

the 
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the village as secretly as^ he entered it, 
fffid travel about tfame miles, in a nortb- 
eisst dir^etion, to a j^labe called llope^ 
Wdi ;^them to inquins for doctor Millet^ 
teho Kept -fi^ sinttll isetail druggists i^op, 
whei'e one of the committee w,otfld iiie^ 
Mtn irt the course of the afternoon; ^ ' 

In Q[>mplidnoe with the^se instruct 
•taons/C^osby again inountecl his Dutch 
pony, and soon found the residence of 
.the, doctor, who happened to be absent 
^otn home, and not expected back un^ 
tttl 6^vening. * «^^i 






This information was oommuuicated 
4fy a sprightly, -smiling female, whose 
.voice and figure struck Crosby as- not 
Jbeing entirely new t to hin^ ; while abine 
marked peculiarity in her manner of mU 
dressing him, evinced, on her part, a re- 
dpiticat recognition^ But it wais itt vain 
'tti^t beta^eid hfis reeolleetion tojeliscl- 
i::; ' date 



date the mystery ; until, with an arc^ 
smile, and an emphasis of much meaa** 
ing, she said — ** If you wish any artioki 
from the shop, sir, I think I can wak 
upon you to your satis&cticm. Doctor 
Miller's opiates, you recollect, are wob^ 
derfuUy powerful, when mixed wiA 
brandy. They have been known to pat 
even the vigilant rangers to sleep." 

'^ Is it possible !" exclaimed Crosby. 
** Are you then the *' 

*' Hush ! Not a word on that subject, 
fw your life !" returned the damsel, in a 
low voice. ^ Those men by the fire are 
not rangers ; but it might not be safe tt> 
expose your real name in their hearing.'' 
She then added aloud — '' You had bet- 
ter take a seat by the fire, Mr. Brown, 
as the doctor will not be home until 
dark.'' 

Several of the neighbours were, as 
usual, collected round the fire, at one 

end 



4mA of the shop, discussing the news 
and politics of the day. Crosby ven^ 
tfired to mingle with the group; atid 
aot being personally known to either^ 
bad the satisfaction to hear his owti ad- 
neetures related^ and descanted on, 
with all those embellishments, yaria«- 
tions^ and exaggerations, that ever ac- 
company the verbal disposal of retailed 
w<mders, 

;*^ There can be no doubt," observed 
one, ** that sir Henry Clinton obtained 
that information from Crosby. How 
dse would Knyphausen, and his d — — d 
Hiessians, have known the way to Spi- 
tea-devil Creek ♦ ?" 

" Ay, and how the d 1, without 

.^ assistance of some spy, could the 
regulars have known on which side to 

attack 

■'*' Nen ihe'site of Fort WashingUm^ in tbe vi- 
dakj of Kingsbridge, 
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attack. the post on LaarelHSi^?"^ d^ 
manded another, looking rdkind biu 
with an expression of tiiumapli ^tfaat 
challenged contradiction. '* Theil>utcfav 
man'^ left column, you know^ bdi^ all 
the brunt of the battle, and were pMtty 
decently peppered.** . . 

" Well, well," said a third, with a 
self-complacent smile, and a knowing 
toss of the head, ** every dog has his 
day. But if Townsend ever gets the 
traitor in his dutches again, ^e willscxMi 
dangle in the air, without judge or 
jury." 

** What sort of a fellow is this Cras- 
by?" asked our hero, addressing the 

last 

■ - I \ t 

9 Tidfi hiU watf br&ydy defended b3^ liie Amen- 
cans^ dunng tlie at|»ck of Fort Waq}iiiigtiW*. It ifi 
supposed that twelve hundred of the royal troops 
were killed or wounded. After being twice sum- 
moned^ the commandant^ colonel Magaw^ was com- 
pelled to surrender^ with two thousand eiglit hun- 
dred and seventy Americans. 
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Hyst /speaker. ** Have yon ^^yer' seeh 

; •' Oh yes, I mw hhn at Fishldll. -He 
i$ a little^ slender, ! artf ul-Iooking fellow^ 
of about five feet three. There is no 
confining him; for he will dreep out of 
a knot-hole! and I have 'no doubt that 
|ill Qur late disasters may be attributed 
to his secret intercourse with the ene- 
nay. 

. ** It. is shrewdly suspectei^*' said 
Crosby, drily, ^* that this fellow was at 
the bottom of the afiair at Kipp's^Bay.'' 

" Very probably," said the other, for- 
getting the nature of that affair*; 
" wherever there is a tory plot, you may 
swear that Crosby is head devil in the 
^business" 

" Whether at the head or tail,*' ob- 
served a third, ^^ his intrigues haVegiveh 
an unfortunate turn to our affairs. Fort 

* • • • 

Washington 

* See Chapter VI. VoL L thkd paragraph. 
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Wadiington and Fort Lee ave botlvlfB « 
the hands of the enemy *• The Aibq- 
rican army is retreating thnni^ the 
Jerseysy and Howe is dose upon tbeir 
heels.** 

""But didn't Gooch do the oeat 
thing ?" exclaimed the first speaker^ - 

^* Gooch ! who the d — 1 is he?** aalnd 
ills friend. . ■ ■ , 

*' Who is he! a full-blooded yanke^ 
from Boston, and a captain in Heatb% 
division. During the attack on Fopt 
Washington, which was bravely 4^ 
fended by colonel Magaw, the odiph 

mandtfr- 

* Soon after the reduction of Fort Waddi^^toii^ 
lord Comwallis^ with a large force> conjectured to 
amount to ahout six thousand men, crowtd diver 
the North River, to atl^uik Fort Lee, on tile oppo- 
site Jersey shore. . On the intelligenoe of their i^ 
proach, the first determination of the AmericMii 
was to meet and fight them ; hut it was soon dis- 
▼ered that the contest would he too unequal^ and 
the garrison was saved hy an immediate evacuation, 
under the ahle guidance of general Greene. 
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iS^ander-in-cbief, wbo was across the H- 
if^, on the high bank at Fort Xiee, wai 
ft sped:ator of the whole affair. H^ 
wished to send a message across to M a- 
gaw, and Gooch offered to be the bearer 
efit. He ran down to the river, jump- 
ed into a small boat, pushed over in 
style, landed under the bank, ran up 
to the fort, and delivered the message-^ 
4^me out, ran, and jumped over tiie 
broken ground, dodged the Hessians, 
^Movne of whom struck at him with their 
-p^bCGSf while others attempted to ^thrust 
Mm with their bayonets ; but he escaped 
through the whole, got into his boat^ 
and. returned to Fort Lee V 

'^ Was that: message a recommenda- 
tkm to surrender ?" asked Crosby. 
'y ^ So it is presumed," replied the 
Other; ** Magaw had been sumnmned 
to surrender, but requested that he 
." VOL. II. c might 

'^ See Heath's Mdmoin. 
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might be allowed to consider unldl wx^ 
o'dodc the next morning, before 1|# 
gave a decisive answer. Only- iwft 
hours ware granted, and Magaw repli£i4» 
that he would defend the fort to the 
last moment After receiving Was^ 
ington's message, hoM«ever,. the £6r& was 
surrendered, and it would have been' n 
useless waste of lives to hold out. uay 
longer." 
** Waa our loss, great ?" asked Crosby 
*^ Not in killed and wounded/' r^ 
turned the other ; ^^ but the loss ioj pn^ 
soners was a serious blow indeed. It in 
said, they were marched to the. cifejr> 
and crowded into priiBons and sugmw 
houses, where they are now dying off 
by dozens ; so that, probably, very &m 
of the poor fellows will ever get. home 
again." 

At this stage of the conversation a 
gentleman entered the shop, and, with- 
out 
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eut n6tidkig ibe speakers, ad^Aneedle 
Ike c^tiHtep, dnd ordeitid^a ^hialof me- 
didn^: In tbi« i^w ootner 6«ii^ Jhero' ih^ 
stantly recognised the person df J^, 
who had ridden from Fishkill on an ele- 
gant hottse^ ^hkb^ wte standing sit the 
dodr. 

While the shopnMn was waitinjg upon 
his customer, Crosby slipped birtv and 
pretended ta be aAniifing tbe noble ani- 
mal, untU hi9 owner approached tor^^ 
mouiiti Our herb: politely held the sti^ 
rup, while Jay seized that opportunity 
to whisper in his eiUr^ — ''It wiU not-do; 
there are<' too' many observers^ in' thiis 
place; Betmilito the Dutchman's^ and 
there wait fop further oidersi-' 

He then mounted, arid was soon oiit 
of sights on the* road to Fishkill. 

On re-entering the shop, which lie 

c 2 did 
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did without being peroeivedy Crosby 
discovered that his own person bad been 
the subject of remark by the loungeffs 
present * 

'' His conversation and manners be- 
speak the gentleman," observed the 
principal speaker ; ** I wonder who he 
is, and what his business can be with 
doctor Miller.*" 

*' He appears to be acquainted with 
Jay,*' said another ; ** for I saw them 
whispering together at the horseblock." 

m ' 

« 

On overhearing these remarks, Crosby 
began to feel apprehensive, that if he 
remained much longer, these village po- 
liticians might beconie more inquisitive 
than he could wish. He therefore told 
the shopman that he would call in the 
evening ; then mounted his horse, and 
soon found himself on the banks of 
Wappinger. > 

His 
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EKs host met him in the yard, in 
front of the cottage, with his inseparable 
companion, the pipe, in his mouth.— 
" Veil, ten, sho you cot pack,** said he, 
puffing a huge volume of curling va- 
pour from his mouth. 

" Oh yes," replied Crosby, dismount- 
ing ; " there is no difficulty in getting 
back on such a horse as yours, when his 
head is once turned towards home." 

" Oh yaw, Valdecker vill ride any 
potty right to mine house, pere, 
Haunse ! take off tee shaddle, ant rup 
him town mit a visp of shtraw ; ant, to 
ye hear, Haunse ! tont let him trink till 
he coutch*d coold." 

" Oh, there is no danger," returned 
Crosby ; " I have not rode him hard. 
But how are the girls, and poor Gitty ?" 

^* Veil, she complains as she is leet^e 
petter; but she stood up, ven tinner 
vosh ready, pon tee ped, and ate pred, 
mit putter by it." 

c 3 By 
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"By this tinaie they had entered the 
houae, where Crosby waa met by the 
8iniliDg Catreen, who kindly welcomed, 
him back, and again reminded him of 
her Sunday shoes. These he promised 
to attend to immediately ; md after vi- 
^tiogGitty in her room, resumed his 
aeat» and pursued his usual yocaition. 



» 
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CHAP. II. 



LIGHTS AND BHADOVTS. 



•Why thcSn, yoa princes, 



Do yoU) with cfaito abadifd, behold our wotIeb, 
And think them shames, which are, indeed, nought else 
But the piotractive trials of great Jove, 
To find pcrsistiTe constancy in men. 

Shake SPXARE. 

The political intelligence which Crosby 
gathered from the conversation at Hope- 
well, proved, alas ! to be too true. Forts 
Washington and Lee had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, and the Ame^ 
ricans were retreating across the Jerseys, 
closely pursued by the British «— so close- 
ly, " that the rear of the army pulling 

c 4 down 
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down bridges, was often within sight 
and shot of the van of the other, build- 
ing them up." 

At Newark, Washington asked colo- 
nel Reed — " Sliould we retreat to . the 
back parts of Pennsylvania, will the 
Pennsylvanians support us P** 

" That may depend upon contingen- 
cies," replied the colonel. " If the lower 
counties are subdued, and give up, the 
back counties will doubtless d6 the 
same." 



" My neck does not feel as though it 
was made for a halter," returned Wash- 
ington, passing his hand over it. •;* We 
must repair to Augusta county, in Vir- 
ginia : numbers will be obliged to repair 
to us for safety, and we must try virhat 
nve can do in carrying on a predatory 
war; and, if overpowered, we must 
cross the Allegany mountains." 



To 
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To increase the gloom which now 
sbroude4 his future prospects, the hero, 
about this time, was deprived of one 
of his most able coadjutors and active 
generals. The. veteran Lee, while lead- 
ing on his division to join the main army, 
incautiously took up his lodgings at a 
house three or four miles from his 
troops. This circumstance was imme- 
diately communicated, by some unprin- 
cipled tories, to colonel Harcourt, of 
the British light-horse, who resolved to 
attempt his capture. Accordingly, with 
a detachment of dragoons, he speedily 
surrounded the house — made Lee his 
prisoner— -and not permitting him time 
to take his hat and cloak, mounted him 
on a horse, and conveyed him to New- 
York. 

-r In the mean time, Carleton's army in 
Canada, after driving the Americans 
from post to post, had made their ap- 
: c 5 pearance 
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pcaranoe before Tiocmderoga. A nival 
tngagement had alao taken place be- 
tween the two fleets on Lake Cham* 
plain, which continued about four houia, 
and then resulted in the defeat of the 
Americans. The enemy^ soon aiter*^ 
wards^ established himself at Oewn 
X^int, and strengthened the fortifica* 
tions ; while Gates, with a oorreqioiid*^ 
ing ardour, continued to increase the 
works of defence at Ticond^x>ga^ de« 
termined to give his neighbour a warm 
reception, if he honoured him with a 
visit. 

During the developement of the fore- 
going transactions, the committee of 
safety felt very anxious respecting the 
state of affairs on the northern froiv 
tier. Frequent instances had been re- 
ported to them, of persona in that quar- 
ter being detected in enlisting soldiera 
for the tory regiments in New^York. 

It 
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It bad been already decreed, that every 
person of thia description, who might 
&11 into the hands of the Americans, 
should be tried by a court-martial, and, 
if found guilty, executed as a spy"*^. 
Some had already suffered death under 
this law, and still the ne&rious practice 
wag continued. Under > such circum- 
stances, the committee detertnined to 
send Crosby to the north. 

Our hero was still a member of the 
friendly Dutchman's family. Gitty had 
recovered her health, and the Sunday 
shoes of Catreen had been onofe displayed 
at church. 

6 6 It 

* One Daniel Strong was found lurking about 
omr armj, at PeeksldQl, aad^ on jBxamination,^ en- 
listing orders were found sewed in his clothes. He 
was immediately tried as a spy firom the enemy, 
sentenced id suffer death, and was executed accord- 
'Thacher^s Journal. 
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It was a cold momingt near the eloqe 
of December, and at a veiy early hour, 
that Crosby received a communicatioft 
from the committee of safety, on the 
subject of this northern excursion. He 
had just resumed his seat» on what has 
been not unaptly termed St. Grispii^ 
fiddle; for, in the present instance^ it 
not only resembled that instrument in 
form, but also in tone, as its unstaUe 
joints squeaked in unison to the musk 
of the hammer and lapstone. Si}ch.iui 
it was, however, it was the manufactiue 
of Crosby's own hands ; exhibiting an- 
other evidence of that Yankee inge- 
nuity, which has since become pravn- 
bial in the production of horn iBints, 
wooden nutmegs, and artificial pump* 
kin-seeds. 

He had just taken his seat, and was 
attempting to soften a roll of wax by 
the warmth of his own breath» when 

casting 
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casting his eyes to th6 window^ he saw 
a horseman at the gate, in the act of 
dismountii^g from a white steed, of su- 
perior form and dimensions. 

J ■ ■ ■ 

The unusual clatter of an old iron 
knocker, which ornamented the front 
door of the building; soon announced 
a message of more than oifdinary im* 
port; on being admitted, however, the 
mesisenger appeared to have fi>rgotten 
the object of his journey, amid; the 
more important concerns of blowing his; 
fingers atid warming his feet But as 
soon as such matters were perfectly lar- 
ranged to his mind, he took a letter 
from his pocket, and inquired for Jacob 
Brown*. 

" I answer to that name, for want of 

a better," 



* This was the name Mj which Croshy niras known 
in the Dutchman's family. 
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a better,"* quaintly observed Crosby, 
waxing his thread. 

^ Then you are the man into whoae 
hand I am directed to deliver this letter* 
An answer is expected by those who 
sent me." 

Crosby broke the seal, perused tbfe 
efristle, and then wrote a brief reply, 
with which the messenger departed on 
fbot. This done, our hero repaired to 
the $leepifig«>room of his host, who was^ 
yet in bed, and informed him that he 
was under the netessity of leaving him 
immediately, being ordered to the tk)rtby 
on business that would admit of no de- 
lay, and that a swift horse had been Mot 
for the express purpose of expediting hia 
journey. 

^ Mine Cot T' exclaimed the other, 
starting up in his bed ; *^ ten you viU 
not shtay mit us all tee Christmas hc^i- 
days?" 

••Not 
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'• Not ati hour,** replied Crosby, 

** Veil den, shtay till I kit up, and 

Catreen kit tee breakfast py tee table. 

You must not ride pon your pelly 

empty in tee eoldt." 

The whole family were soon muster* 
ed ; and by the time Crosby had com«^ 
pleted his own preparations for the 
journey, the table was loaded witb hot 
buckwheat cakes, fried sausages, and 
every other substantial argumjent with 
which a Dutch farmer's larder is always 
liberally supplied. During lH?eakfiist; 
our hero expressed hia gratitude to every 
member of the family, for the kindness 
and hospttafity which he had uniformly 
received at their hands. 

*^ Nonsense, man ! — nonsense T' ex-«> 
daimed the generous Dutchman: *^ who 
vouldn't do tee same^ ish no petter ash 
nobody." 

After 
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After taking an affectionate leave of 
every member of the family, and slily 
saluting Catreen, as he stooped to assist 
her in buckling his portmanteau^ . which 
she had liberally furnished with neces- 
saries, Crosby left the hospitable man- 
sion/ and mounted his horse. He then 
inquired of his host, who had followed 
him to the gate, the most direct road to 
Sharon. 

: ** To Sharon ! Val, you see dat roat 
ppn de hel?" pointing in a north-east 
direction. 

" Oh yes, I see it." 

'' Val, you musht not take dat roat* 
You see dis roat py tee colaborak ?" 

"Yes, sir." 

" Val, dat ish not tee roat. But you 
musht go right straight py tee pam, 
and vere you see von roat dat crooks 
just so — see here," bending his elbow, 
and describing it at the same times— 

"and 
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*' and yen yoti ktt dere, keep right 
along; and you mu$ht mind to come 
pack, and shtay all night nOit me» and 
make done our Haunse*s shoes *.** 

In due time, Crosby found himself in 
the right road, and mounted upon aa 
excellent horse; but the dreary season 
of the year, and the consequent inde* 
mency of the weather, rendered the 
journey extremely unpleasant. In speak* 

* This direction of tHe worthy Dutchman re- 
minds the writer of the following story:— -^'' A 
Yankee^ travelling throu^ a l>atdi settlement^ in 
the state of New-York> and guesting that he was 
near his place of destination, thought he would as- 
certain the £Eict, hy inquiring of a man who was 
hard at work in a field of potatoes. He was an- 
swered in the following manner:-—' Val den> you 
vil turn de potato patch round, de pridge oyer, and 
de liver up stream, and de hel up; and tirectly 
jou see mine jpxpther. Haunae'sparn, shingled mit 
straw— dat's his house vare mine brother Schny ven 
lives. Hell tell you so petter as I can. And you 
go little further, you see two xoats— you must not 
take bote of 'em." 
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ing of this ezcursidn, Crosby sayg-— ^ I 
travelled as far as Bennington *, in Veiw 
mont, a distance of one hundred and 
twenty-five miles, and suffered oaudi 
from the cold and severe storms I en^ 
countered, and from riding on horse- 
back, contrary to my usual habita 
Had it not been for expediting my jour** 
ney, I should rather have trusted to my 
legs.- 

The object of his journey, however, 
was accomplished ; for, besides detecting 
a number of secret enemies to the caun- 
try, in that quarter,. whom he caused to 
be apprehended and brought to justice, 
he obtained such information also as en* 
aUed him ultimately to surprise a com- 
pany of them mudi nearer home. 

In 

* Bennington k about thirty hdx mileB bom Al« 
haxij, in a north-east direction^ and is &niou8 ffar 
general Starke's victory over the Hesslanl^> oii the 
dxteenth of AugiUt 1777* 
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In ^e mean time, while Washingtbn, 
witti the main body of the Amerban 
anny; was retreating through the Jer- 
teje^ closeif piiarsued hy the enemy, ge- 
n^til Heath, with hief division, reraainied 
to foMify and defend the Higiihinda, on 
both isades the river. Whfle attending 
to this ardtioufi dnty^ assisted by Un^ 
eafai, Wooater, Bcott, and Ten Broecdc, 
lie received the agreeable intelligence 
tiiat Wariiington» who had previously 
retreated over the Delaware, into Penn^ 
sylvania, had suddenly turned upon his 
pursuers with the most complete ano- 
cess. 

Suofa an event was totally unexpected 
by the enemy, who were reposing in 
confident security in Trenton, and other 
parts of New-Jersey. They had been 
celebrating the festival of Christmas with 
unusual satisfaction, occasionally ming- 
ling in their libations some bitter sar- 
casms against the flying Yankees. 

The 
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. The mercenaries of Hesse^ Waldeeker, 
and Hanover, who were posted at Tren- 
ton, were particularly elated on this oc- 
casion, as they fondly belieyed that their 
labours were now over, and the promised 
reward ready for their acceptance. They 
imagined that they had at length sw- 
oeeded in driving the rebels from thdr 
joountry, and that their houses and lands 
were to be immediately divided among 
the Hessians — ^for such had been the de- 
lusive tale with which they had been 
flattered by their false-hearted em- 
ployers. 

Under such impressions, they cele- 
brated the birth of the Saviour» with 
unusual demonstrations of joy y . and 
feasted, and drank, and laughed, and 
sang, until the night was fiur spent It 
was the Hessian's Christmas banquet. 

But, like the impious feast of Bel- 

shazzar, 
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shazzar^ its termination was to be fatal 
The handwriting was already on the 
wallof their air-built castle of success and 
security. In the morning watch, the 
hero of liberty came upon them like a 
thief, and few escaped. After a oohtest 
of half an hour, those who had not 
fidlen, surrendered to the victorious 
chief, and his gallant little band of bare- 
footed heroes*. 

The news of this af&ir was like the 
first ray of sunshine, after a long, dismal, 
gloomy storm. It rejoiced the committee 
of safety, elated and encouraged the 
army, and revived the drooping hopes 
of Americans in every section of the 
country. 

In the midst of their c(Higratulations 
on this ausfncious event, the same gaU 

lant 
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•^. See Appendix, No. VII. 
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bnt band stole a match upeii tiie Afi^ 
tiih who were posted at FriMeton, evtt 
over whom they obtained another amm 
plete victory *. 

The tide of success whidi bad- so ]«ig 
flowed in favour of the enemy, had notw 
turned against them ; while the AaMli6 
cans, suddenly aroused from a state, of 
despondency, had become elatedf wdti 
joy; and, in their turn, pursued their 
invaders with as much rapidity as they 
had recently fled before them. Waifi^ 
ington had always been- popular;: be : 
was now the idol of the army — tbe ai»> 
knowledged saviour of his country.^ { 

In order to take advantage of the gii» 
neral consternation which these events 
had produced in the ranks of the; enemy, 
and, if possible, to drive them entirely 

out 

"^ See Jkjypssdiai^ No-VIH.^ 
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iwfe. of the JeisQy^i Wa^hiagton sent an 
expseas to Keotfai whose head^uartecs 
were at Fed^dbdll,, directing hia» to dcaw 
his fiorces &om the Highlands ;;^xcept« 
ing a sufficient guard)^ aod m^urch them 
down through tb'e ** neutral grQundv" 
towardis New^Yori^^ asr if he had a de* 
siga upon the city. This manoeuwe 
bad the desired e£feot ; the enem^ be^ 
came alarmed f^ the safety of the cit^, 
and withdrew his forces, to protect it. 

Heath advanced down; as far as 
Saog^sfaridge, wher^f a battle took plaoe, 
without much advantage on either side. 
He then retired to the fortresses^ of the 
Highlands, where, he retmned the oomr 
mand until Washington ordered him^ tp 
take that of the eastern depsurtmenti md 
hold his head-quarters at Boston*. 

Several other events of interest oc- 
cuned about: this period. Genatd DM^<- 

inson. 
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inson, with four hundred militia^ 
fifty Pennsylvania riflemeD, defeited:x]B 
British fora^ng party, of equal luttti* 
bers, taking nine prisoners, one bandsed 
horses, forty waggons, berides a num* 
her of sheep and cattle. Shortly ■ Bfter 
this afiair, colonel Neilsdn, of Neiv- 
Brunswick, with a party of militia, '4p- 
feated the British major Stockton, klHad 
four of his men, and captured GftyjoSnt, 
together with their commander. 

Every such incident produced a be- 
neficial efiect on the reviving hopes of 
America, and tended, not a little, to 
lessen the mortification arising from se- 
veral concomitant disasters ; such as tbe 
enemy taking possession of Rhodes-Is- 
land, and also, their destroying some 
stores at Feekskill. 

This latter afiair, however, was of 
trifling import Heath had gone to 

Boston; 
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Boston; and M'Dougall, who com* 
xnaoded the post at Feekskill, finding U 
.prudent to retire, on the approach of 
i:the ^lemy, the object of their expedi- 
tion was partially accomplished. But 
tiie gallant Willett, then a lieutenant- 
oc^onel, with only sixty mai» came 
upon the enemy by surprise, and com- 
piled them to reitif e, mth great preci- 
l^tation, on board their vessels in the 
North Eiveivaft^ having suffered a con- 
siderable loss. 
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CHAP. HI. 



QXIAKJSA raiiL. 



Drew you thiu &r ; but hopes to shim tlie 
Of conquered towns, and phindered pioyinoef ? 
Fired with soch modvet, you do wdl to join 
Willi Gate's foes, and follow CsDsaz's bamien* 

Aimisoir* 

While the prospects of the American 
army were the most gloomy, and the 
hopes of the people at the lowest ebb^ 
the two Howes, flushed with the rapid 
successes of the royal troops, had aviuled 
themselves of the occasion, and pat 
forth a second proclamation, granting 

patckms 
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pardam to all thoM who should^ within 
si%ty days^ subscribe a dedasation to 
remain peaceaUe, hot to take irp mrta^ 
iior eneoiuragfe otbei» to act agaimt tbe 
klng'9 aUthorityv At tbe same tifxie, 
tbey chaargbd ajad eottlmaiHfed all who 
were asseniiUed id arme^ against his ma*- 
jesty, to disband ; and aU legisktiye as« 
semblies^ comtnittedsy Icc^ to desist from 
tbeir treasonable prtetiees^ and refin*' 
qinisb their vmirped ptiHivtery whdshi sixty 
diy^ froin tbe dabd of the prodamatiom 

In otfder to convidte tbe Mends €f£ 
Eit^^d that Crosby was in the em*- 
pk>yment of JHow^f the cfommittee of 
safety^ fxrdtiiraa to bis jotfirney to tli^ 
i^tfa^ bad ftttnisfaed hitti copies^ of tlie 
foregoing prodamationv togeeber with 
Howe's former declaration, offering re- 
wards to sndr Americans i» w6\M as- 
sbt bim in sul^ogating^ tbeir Mlow- 
omatoymevi^ 

D a By 
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By exhibiting these documents to 
such as were too wary to avow their 
real sentiments, our hero was certain to 
gain their confidence, which was all 
that was requisite to secure their ulti- 
mate detection. It was not always easy 
to determine who were genuine whigs, 
as hundreds assumed that mask to con- 
ceal their real characters ; but there was 
little difficulty or danger in denoundng 
the cautious and the wavering as tories. 
In a cause where the liberties of a whole 
nation, and the lives and pi^operty of 
thousands, are all at stake, '' he who 
doubts is damned." He that is not for 
his country is virtually operating against 
it. It was to such persons that Crosby 
exhibited the British proclamations, and 
always with success. 

But there were not wanting occasions 
of detecting the blustering pretenders 
also. Crosby had sufficient discern- 
ment, 
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ment, , and had seen enough of human 
nature^ to know that bypocnsy is apt 
to overact Its part» Under this impres- 
aion, he frequently set his trap for some 
of the most violent brawlers in the cause 
of liberty— «nd always with the same 
result--*for the mask of patriotism was 
inistantly thrown off, while the wearer 
would secretly confess to the bearer of 
Jdowe's proclamation, that he was at 
heart a partizan of Britain. 

On returning from this excursion, 
while on his way to Fishkill, our herp 
ascertained that a company of loyalists 
was about being formed and organized 
at Pawling, a small town in Dutchess 
county, near the Connecticut line, and 
not many miles distance from the scenes 
of his boyish days. 

To Pawling, therefore, he immedi- 
ately repaired ; where, in the course of 

D 8 a fort- 



62 

a fortnight, be succeeded in wimiing tke 
Qonfidenoe of the recruiting officer; and, 
as usual, agwed to beccNXie a member of 
tlie compiufiy. 

■ 

In the centre of this town is ati as- 
tensiTe valley, txHinded fay high hffls 
on tlie east and west; end in theimidHt 
of the valley is a great swamp, where 
Croton River, Fiafakill Creek, and «oaaie 
other streams, take tbeir risa On tUb 
east side of the valley, a well known 
eminence, called Quaker«^hill, rears its 
gigantic height, on whieh sisJnda a iaige 
old-fashioned Quaker meedngJidUse. 

It was at a retired faabitsltpoii, in ttie 
vicinity of this building, that the new- 
ly^ibrmed company of tones were in^tke 
habit of holding their secret fbeetkigs. 
Our hero, accordingly, made Ids ar* 
rangements to have the whole ^eorps, 
himself included, taken into oastddy. 

Unwilling, 



Unwilling boweyer,, to trqrt biaiBelf 
again in the bands of the rangers^ anil 
aware that his ^bBenoe at t^e time Of 
the capture iirould awaken . the suspi- 
cions of his less fortunate oomrade^^ be 
applied to ^a colpnel Morehouse, w1k> 
resided in the Y^^itf^ a^d requested 
kiB co-operatiCUBu This gontteiiian btfi 
no immediate command, but promia^ 
4Qas^oable wd #rm a suiSSci^ntjnvim- 
ber of men, for this parlioular oom- 
aion. 

Accordingly, at the time appointed, 
the tories being ail coUo^ted tA their 
usual rendezvoiis^ two of the noecdbers 
hastily entered, with ^om^ degree of 
consternation depicted in their faces, 
<H)e of whom addresned the captain?^ 
" Sir^ there is a company of armed men 
ccdtectii^ at colonel Monehouse's. What 
can be their dbgect ?!" 

" Axe we betraved !" eioelaimeid the 

'J D 4 captain. 
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captain, looking sternly round upon the 
company. *' Can it be possible that we 
have any traitors among us ?** 

^ Oh no,** replied the lieutenant. 
^ The probability is» that the lower 
party are coming up to drive the 
d ■ d rebels off; and that Morehouse 
has collected this company to oppose 
them." 

^ Some of you go out, and recon- 
noitre,** said the captain ; *^ and if there 
be any appearance of danger, give us 
timely notice.** 

Five or six immediately sallied forth, 
while their comrades remained in -anxi- 
ous suspense for their report. This 
suspense, however, was not of long du- 
ration ; for the challenge of—" Stand ! 
surrender !" soon saluted the ears of the 
whole party, and threw them into a 
state of consternation, dismay^ and ean- 
fusi(m, which it would be difficulty if 
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not imposriUe, to describe. Some sprang 
from the windows, and attempted to 
conceal themselves by* plunging into 
snow-banks; others ran to the top of 
the building, and secreted themselves 
under the eves of the roof. Crosby re- 
treated to an adjoining room, and crept 
under a bed ; but was soon dragged out, 
when he learned, to his secret joy, that 
scarcely (me of the party had succeeded 
in making good his escape. 

Seeing his fellow-captives undergoing 
the process of being bound, our hero 
was immediately seized with sudb a 
severe kmeness in one of his limbs, as 
rendered it utterly impossible for him 
to walk. 

" I beg that you will not Knd me," 

said he to the colonel; " for in attempt- 

" ing to escape I have sprained my leg in 

a most ishocking manner, and am not 

a(ble to move a step." 

D 5 *' Go 
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'' Go you sbaUr eanstaiued the «>• 
Iond» preparing to mount his hoiM; 
^ Lamey or not lame^ dead <^ aHvf^ to 
prison 3rou go with the rest If yea 
cannot walk, you shall be carried : faetiff 
a good horse, that will carry doublet «id 
you shall be tied to the crupper.** 

• 

So saying, the oolond mount6d» and 
ordered two of his men to raise up Cn» 
by, and seat him, straddle, on the crupper 
behind him. 

The men instantly obeyed, without 
much tenderness for the sprained l^, 
of which the prisoner bitterly com- 
plained. 

The whole cavalcade, horse and foot, 
now took up the line of march, with 
their prisoners tied together in pairs. 
On approaching the place of confine- 
ment, the colonel dropped in the rear, 

and 



mditk a wi^isper i^ave Ctosfarf the mces^ 
6ary directions ifor escaping^ The escort 
belted ki two lines^ between whioh the 
pridonerB mfifdied into the building. 
While «wry eye was fixed «ipon th^ 
prooession, Oosby slipped fro^n the co»- 
kmel's horse, and disappeared ; wkx was 
his absence noticed for several minutes ; 
iso that all searcb for the fugitive was 
letideped unavailing *. 

From Pawling Crosby mad^ his way 
to Patterson, a few miles further south ; 
but ^ finding no game in that quarter/' 

D 6 he 



* '^ Why the rebels suffer him to escape so 
easily^ is more than I can answer/^ returned the 
captain^ ^ but ' sir Henty would not peindt a h&ir 
of his head to be injured/' 

'' Indeedl" «ritd iVaiMB, wkh kitei^st ; <f is he 
ikm kziowa to fir Henry Clintan?" . 

" At least hQ ought to >^/' said the captgia^ 
^8|niling significantly.— ^py^ Vol. t. 
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he concluded to repair to Fishkill for 
further orders. On reaching that place, 
and obtaining a private interview with 
the committee, they informed him that 
the service on which they next wished 
to employ him, would expose him to 
the danger of taking the small-pox, 
which then prevailed in various sections 
of the country. They therefore wished 
him to repair to doctor Miller's^ and re- 
ceive the disorder by inoculation ; to 
which proposition he very readily as- 
sented. Being furnished by the com- 
mittee with a letter of introduction, to- 
gether with the necessary funds, in 
" continental," he immediately awaited 
on the doctor for that purpose. The 
process was so favourable, that the pa- 
tient was confined but a few days. 

As soon as he was pronounced fit for 
duty, the committee requested Crosby 
to visit the city of Albany, and the town 

of 
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of Claverack *, upon special businesss 
with colonel Van Ness. Of the purpoast 
of this mission^ or the time it occupied, 
we have npt been informed ; but during 
the absence of their agent, the commit- 
tee of safety was dissolved f , and two 
commissions^ appointed in their stead, 

viz. 

^ Claverack is about tbirtf-five miles soutK of 
Albany^ on the eastern side of the Hudson. It was 
settled at a very early period by the Dutcb^ and 
their descendants still occupy a large prop o rtion of 
the rich landis in its vicinity. ' ' 

t Jay was afterwards sent as an envoy to tbe 
court of Spain.—-'' His capacity was equal to tbe 
business ; be was well received^ and his public cha- 
racter acknowledged; yet his negodations w^e of 
little consequence to America^ while he resided in 
Spain. Perliaps> apprehensive that the spirit of 
freedom and revolt might extend to her own colo- 
nies^ Spain chose to withhold her assistance."—- 
'' The behest favour he could obtain was^ the tri- 
vial loan oiPfbiir or five thousand pounds. A short 
time afterwards^ however^ Spain 'declared war 
against England."— -^arrenV RevoUUian. 
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▼iz. csptain M. Si!iitb» end a Mr. Ben^ 
son. 

At ClaTerack Croslrf remaitied nme 
lime, acting m an agents in transferring 
the property which had been left hy 
those tofies who had joined the enemy, 
into the hands of such as had abandoned 
their own property, in order to escape 
from the British. — ** This course,* s^ys 
Crosby, '^bad a very beneficial effect, as 
the tories soon became tired of leavii^ 
their property to the enjoyment of other 
people.** 

On returning to ttie vicinity of the 
'* Neutral Ground," our hero resumed 
his former vocation <if ferreting out such 
tories as were concerting plans to aid 
the common enemy, arid causing them 
to be brought to justice. But such was 
the lesult <^ his ingenuity and address, 
that his plans were always so contrived 

as 
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as to lesve an impl^e^ion on the minds 
of his vicHms, that he ww one of tbeit 
warmest adherents. He was firequently 
taken and knprisoaed with the rest ; but 
always escaped, axad in sudi a mytrterip 
am, inexpli<Able^ wonderful manner, m 
occasionally elicited from some good^old 
Dutch matron, a dark hint, or an '* am- 
biguons giving-out,*' that Enoch Crosby 
had entered into a solemn covenant with 
a certain being, whose name shall not 
sully our pages. 

Through the medium of the tories, 
whose confidence in our hero's loyalty 
was every day strengthened by the risks 
he ran to serve their cause, he obtained 
much raiuaUe intelligefiee respecting 
the contendplated movements of the 
lower party. This he always found 
means to communicate to the commis- 
sioners, who as regularly tninfnntted 
the same to head-quarters. 

The 
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The year 1777 was distinguished by 
many events, highly interesting to those 
who were engaged in the glorious strug- 
gle for American freedom ; and there is 
little doubt that in the developement ci 
several, the unse^i agency of Crosby 
produced the most auspicious results. 

Among the fortunate incidents of the 
year, may be enumerated, the brilliant 
success of colonel Meigs, at Sag Har- 
bour, on Lfong-Island * ; the capture of 
the British general Prescott, by colonel 
Barton, of Providence, R. I. f ; colonel 
Willett's successful sally from Fort Stan- 

wix, 

* On the twenty«fourth of May> coloiiel Meigs 
made a successful attack on the British stoxes at 
Sag Harbour^ destroying twelve brigs and schooners^ 
together with great quantities of h&j, corn, &c 
He sustained no loss^ and brought off with him 
ninety prisoners. 

t See Appendix, No. IX. 
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wix, since called Fort Schuyler i* ; gene- 
ral Stark's victory at Bennington f ; co- 
Jonel Brown's success at Lake George 
and Ticonderoga :|: ; the battles of Sara- 
toga and Stillwater 1^; the defeat of thei 
Hessians at Red Bank, by colonol 
Greene II; and^ finally, the surrendc^i: of 
general Burgoyne, with his whole army, 
to general Gates^. 

But 

* See Appendix^ No. X. 

t See Appendix^ No. XI. 

' • • ■ '• > . ■ . . .... 

'■%■ Oa ihef d^iMakh September^ the Anierieaiui^ 
undfiir colonel Brown^ attacked and defeated the 
British^ on the north end of Lake G^eorge^ and Tv" 
conderoga.. They took two hundred and ninety- 
three prisoners,^ released one hundred Americans, 
and retook the continental standard left there onits 

evacuation^ July 6, 1777« 

• • • - 

§ See Appendix^ No. XII. 
II See Appendizy No. XIU. 
IT See Appendix, No. XIV* 




But this life, dasi 10 a di^uered 
scene;, jmd the ourrent of humaa affius 
seldom runs smooth. As a set-off tt> 
the foregcnng, the Amerioans had to de- 
plore a seiies of disasters. The moit 
important of these were, the unaueoess- 
fiil battles of Braiidywine and GermaiK 
town"^; Wayne's defeat at Facffif ; Wam 
ner's defeat at Hubbardstown, in Ver- 
mont| ; Herkimer's defeat, while march- 
ing 

* See Appendix^ No. XV. 

t On the twenty-first of September^ the British, 
jmikx ^BoteaKhuf, snrpdasd ihe A in w n csii.yne- 
xbI Wtifu^ about one tfdock in Ihe loaniia^ «|t 
PmdL Of ike AmttAmm, afaimt dkrod liwML 
woe HDfld cr vomnded wiA Ae bajsae^ agA 
jfant aerentjr cr eighif pnaoncBi. tdkia» fawladii^ 
Kvuud flffcerB. 

j: Colonel Warner commanded the rear-guard of 
general St. Ckir, coadstaqg of tsivflye hundred 
men^ on their march from Ticonderoga to Hub- 
bardstown^ in Vermont. Tbey mese pursued by a 

detachment 
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iilg to (the relief irf Fart Stsnwix*; tbe 
plund^tiiflg and burning of Danbury, 
in CoDneeticut, and the <K>nfiequeirt 
battle5 in which general Wooster was 
mortally, wowided^ and % number of 
Crosby's old friends and fellow-soldiers 
slainf ; the occupation of Philadelphia 
by the enemy; the capture of Fort 

Mont- 



detachment from Burgo3me's armj^ under general 
Eraser^ who overtook them near Hubhardstown^ 
where a close and severe engagement took place^ in 
which' the brave colonel Francis fell^ with other 
valuable American officers. American loss^ three 
hundred and twenty-four killed^ wounded^ and pri- 
soners. British loss^ one hundred and thirty-three 
killed and wounded. 

* Fort Stanwiz^ since called Fort Schuyler^ was^ 
early in August^ invested by a body of Britons^ 
Canadians, tories, and Indians, and Herkimer 
was on his march to disperse them. See Appendix, 
No.X. 

. t See Appendix, No. XVI. 
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Montgomery* ; and the wanton confla- 
gration of the continental village of 
Esopus, and Livingston's manor. 

* See Appendix, No. XVII. 
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dahnqvient 

Atrare of the tbreat^ln^ iltoran, 
Gtosbf tbought it pMd^M to fn^tvfttt 
from its fury. He had dp Jm^PirihrW, 
residing in the Highlands, to whom he 
had lately imputed tb^ i^eem 4£ ttie 
pott he bttd been ^yitfg^ tbt the fw- 
p6^ of relietingf hi# paMnti tt&m the 
btitdm of anxietf" taihd^ t^hicfe they 
tuni d0^ \0Ag fabotrfi^. tie tlterejbiie 
edttdudM to* retire t& tb^ tfighlWfdK, 
aHd* rfemain^ witll> thid i^^itt^Mif MHil he 
could proctite a i^eiipeM^Me i^tiifaeiotl in 
the army of Washington. 

Bat be w«» HMM^ed^ bf igk'mif Me* 
ntie^ itidiv ctos^ titan ke bad atitid* 
pated!; and an ilM fteMttd daf ()f bi» t«- 
til«n«M«, wa^* ft«d at tAMHtO]^ d t^n- 
clo#, bjr ^i(»tiAe |»er!IMi itv teiriMtell> ttt fibe 
MMsid^ o^ Ifbe b<^ud^. Th« Ml just 
.'-'■- grazed 
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grazed his neck, and lacerated the col- 
lar of his coat ; it then buried itself in 
an opposite wainscot, where the perfora- 
tion is still to be seen. But, on the 
strictest search, no traces of the assailant 
could be discovered. 

Our hero was now compelled to ' be 
very circumspect and guarded in his 
movements ; seldom venturing to show 
himself on the outside of the dwelling 
and constantly sleeping in a retired htaSk 
room, with a loaded musket At band. 
But what precaution can elude the sub- 
tilty of determined vengeance ? 

'^ A few nights subsequent to the 
foregoing inddent," says Crosby, in le- 
lating this circumstance to the compiler, 
*' an armed gang came to the house of 
my brother-in-law, burst open the door, 
dragged him from hb bed, and demand- 
ed where I was to be found. On his 

refiisittg 
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refusing to tell them, they commenced 
beating him until they had almost kil- 
led him. Perceiving that there was no 
alternative left . him, but either to^ die 
under their hands, or to inform them 
where I slept, he directed them to my 
room, which they entered with the fury 
of demons. 

■ 

" I now awoke out of a sound sleep, 
when the first object that met my view 
was a large hideous-looking fellow, com- 
ing at me« with a light in one hand ^nd 
a drawn pistol in the other. I imme- 
diately sprang from my bed ; but ,be- 
fore I could reach my gun, he discharg- 
ed his pistol at me — happily without 
effect. I instantly returned his fire ; but 
being in a scuffle, my aim was imperfect, 
apd the shot, of course, ineffectual. I 
then .grappled with him, and soon had 
him on the floor, completely at my 
mercy, 

^* At this moment, however, finding 
VOL. II. E myself. 
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myself, amidst the smoke and confimoiii 
assailed by three others, I vms obl^ed 
to relinquish my fallea enemy, <who 
sprang upon his feet, while I was do^ 
fending myself against this formidalie 
reinforcement. Two of thera at lengA 
succeeded in making ttiemselves mas- 
ters of my hands and arms, which they 
held extended, while a third presented 
a pistol to my breast, with the manifest 
intention of blowing me through the 
body. But this was prevented by the 
humane interference of him wfco had 
just recovered his feet— ^' Donft shoot 

the d d rascal T exclaimed he, ' let 

us pound him to death ? 

" And, sure enough, at it they w^fit; 
but soon found that I had feet Mid bands 
as well as themselves. More than one 
of them was saluted with a kic^i: in ^Ae 
wind-chest that shortened his breadi; 
and, notwithstanding their superier 
numbers, several of them got 'a flooring 

from 
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gid^i <g pair of ^$ts ^at bad Men some 
service- 

** But they iln^ly |>roY^ too powen- 
flil for Hie; ns^hen, exhausted with ex- 
cirtioi^ lapd 1q$s 5Qf btoad» I fell on the 
floor in {i fitftte !<rf wseip^libilUy,'' 

Supposing ihskt (they ihad now con- 
vocnin^t^^d thek bloody purpo^, these 
ix^e^iles^ ra^trauders 'l^ ti^XT senseless 
luptiipa watering inhi^jgpre, und return* 
eii to the apartment of J>i$ jbrotber4nr 
l^iW, who :W9S not in a mueh imqre envi* 
a(Ue^1;uatiQn ; whUe the ishrieks of wo-^ 
m^^, and th^ me& of ^^hildr^n* added 
to the distress and confusion of the 
i^cene. 

Tfhe li^illains thep proceeded to plun- 
der Ae ^hou^e. They hi!oke open every 
drawer and closet they could find ; and 
not a single portable article^ of .the most 
trifling v^lue, was left behind. Among 

£ 2 other 
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other things, they took the clothes and 
musket of our fallen hero, together with 
a sum of money belonging to his bro- 
ther-in-law. They then departed with 
their booty, leaving the family in a u* 
tuation that baffles description*. 

But these midnight assassins had hap- 
pily thought more of their plunder, than 
of their personal safety. The report of 
fire-arms had alarmed the neighbours, 
who hastily assembled, and pursued the 
retreating ruffians, whom they finally 
overtook on the bank c^ the Croton. 
They were considered as outlaws, unde- 
serving of quarter. Those who escaped 
the fire of their pursuers, were driven 
into the river, and several of them 
drowned. On the fall of the. stream, in 
the ensuing spring, the musket of our 

• hero^ 

* The robbery of Harvey Bircb by the Skinnen, 
betra some resemblance to thif affidr«*-iS^ ike Sff, 
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hero^ with some other articles, were 
found and restored. 

Crosby recovered very slowly from 
his wounds and bfuises, so that it was 
several months before he was fit for ac- 
tive duty of any kind. The health of 
his brother-in-law was much more spee- 
dily restored ; but the event itself was 
one of too much consequence to every 
individual concerned, to be easily for- 
gotten. 

'In the mean time, through the influ- 
ence of the liiarquis La Fayette, an al« 
liance had been formed between France 
and the United States of America. This 
event gave a new and brighter aspect to 
afiairs; and was soon followed by the 
active co-operation of a French army 
and fleet. La Fayette himself had been 
a|>pointed a major-general, by congress, 
%t j^Xi early period of the war; but aa 

E 8 yet, 
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yet, held no separate command. He 
had, however, distingUfishcd bkiifielf in^ 
several engagements, by the side of 
Washington ; ami at the battle of BrAi- 
dy wiifie, received a severe wouAd. Whiir 
posted at Barren Hill, in PeDHsylVaQi% 
with a detach ftienf of two thouscrad five 
hundred men, an attempt was made hy 
general Grant, at the head of se^M 
thousand British troopsy to surprise hifli; 
bat tlie marquis defeated Im dkeBign by 
a masterly retreat, which did him. rotich> 
honour. He also acted a conspicu- 
ous part at the battle of Monmoutb*, 
where victory perched on the stdndavd 
of freedom. 

TiiHir 

* In this affiur th6 etteWf left four officetV utA 
two hundred and forty-five nien dead on tbe Md. 
of hattle^ who were hurled hy the Americans^ thegr 
also left four officers and forty men wounded. ^ 
veral died 6n ftotk diideir front ibd ef6edShrte' h^d if 
the weathe&Ty it h^tig fihe iMAt^fieigkib of Jone^ 
and the thermometer at itanety-six. 
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Time rolled its ceaseless course, and 
the great contest was continued with 
various success; dame Fortune some- 
times smiling on one party, and some- 
times on the other. While the enemy 
ciMild bdatk of his successful depreda^ 
tions at Rhode-Island, Egg-Harbour, 
Nantucket, New-Haven, and various 
other places, the Americans could con- 
gratulate themselves on Wayne's glori- 
ous victory at Stony-Point* ; the ene- 
my^s repulse at Rhode-Island, by gene- 
ral Sullivan f; and on the success of 

B 4 major 

^ Gttieral Wajme took StoBj-Point, by anault, 
oo ike sixteendk of JbIj 1779* lAeatenant-colonel 
Jotmami, e omnMUi dgnt, and five bundred and fortj- 
tbree men^ were taken priBonere. The enemy lost 
sltfy-tliTee kEled, and tbe Americans fiflteen^ with 
eigbty-flifee Wounded^ tliirty of tbem very badly. 
Wayne wm wounded in tibe bead \vitb a musket 
ban. 



*■ 



t In tU^afib tba enemy Icttttiur^^e^bt killed, 
and two hundred and tvs wocttAed; twdmwim* 
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major Lee, at Pawles' Hook*. Although 
they had to deplore the unfortunate sur- 
prise of colonel Baylor, at Tappan, by 
the British general Gray, who ordered 
no quarter to be given to the Ameri- 
cans, yet they had the consolation of 
several brilliant achievements, on their 

own 

ing ; total loss^ two hundred and sixty. The Ame- 
rican lotss was much less^ 

* On the nineteenth of July 1779> major Liee^ cf 
the Virginia cavalry, surprised the enemy's post at 
Pawles' Hook. Major Sutherland, who conunanded 
the fort, with a number of Hessians, escaped ; thir« 
ty of the garrison were killed, and seven offioen 
and one hundred and fifty men taken. The Ame- 
rican loss was only six killed and wounded. I«ec^ 
according to his orders, retreated immediately. A. 
large British force being in the vicinity, prevented 
his destroying the barracks and artillery. lice was 
a man of chivalric spirit and enterprise, and com^- 
manded the finest corps of cavahy that WashingloB 
could boast of. This active officer and amiable genr 
tleman distinguished himself on many occasions 
during the war; and is, no dbubt> tike '^.tHujoc 
Jhxawooif' of Coqper^s Spy. 



ii^^ij fmt^^m^i^mtmf^^ 
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own part, which were unsullied by a 
single act of inhumanity, or a drop of 
needless blood. 

The history of our hero furnishes no 
event of interest, since the midnight as- 
sault of his enemies, until we find him 
holding a subordinate command in the 
elegant corps of the marquis La Fayette. 

Two brigades had been selected from 
the different regiments in the main army, 
by Washington himself, as a compli- 
ment to his gallant young friend, and 
feUow-Iabourer in the glorious cause of 
liberty. When duly organized, they 
were paraded and reviewed by the com- 
mander-in-chief, with all his general of- 
ficers, who were, unanimously of the 
opinion that the whole, army could not 
fAimish a more excellent corps c^ light 
infantry. They were then presented, 
irijfonQjtothe young marqms^ whoviras 

£ fi so 
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sa delighMd with \m coteaiind^ tiiat he 
immediately equipped tllen^ at his <nm 
individual expence, in a styld ^ dtipei' 
nor elegance. To every officer he pre- 
sented an elegant sword, and the pri- 
vate^ were dothed in a beautiful uiii«' 
form. ** He infused into this Corps m 
spirit of pride and emuIatiolY, viewiiijg it 
as one fordied and modelled aocording 
to his own wishes, and as deserving his 
highest confidence!. Thiy were the 
pride of kis heart^^A^ was the MkA of 
Mdr regard. They were constantly: 
panting fof an opportunity df acCa€0^ 
plishing some i^gnal aehievemetitf wttu 
thy of bis and their character^ and tfieir 
wishes Were ultimately graiified.*' 



A detadhmait from this c(npa» 
dianded by crionel Van GcHtlandtv- 
stiltidned on the east side the Hinfaon^: 
td manoeuvre tm the '* Neuii&l Giotwd/* 
wiwre the iiilidbitaots w»t adw^ CMttb^ 

nually 
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nuaU3r exposed to the ravages and in^ 
suits of refugees and tories. One com- 
pany of this detachment was oommand* 
ed by Crosby, during the absence of his 
captain to the north, and was not un- 
frequently, engaged in some interesting 
affair with the enemy's outposts and 
patroles. 

The situation of the ** Neutral 
Ground,*" at this period, was painfully 
interesting to the patriot as well as the 
philanthropist The country was rich 
and fertile, and the farm» appeared ta 
have bfeen advantageously cultivated; 
but it now wore the marks of a country 
in ruins. A large proportion of the 
proprietors having abandoned their 
farms, the few that remained found it 
impossible to harvest the produce. The 
meadpws and pastures were covered with 
glraas of « Bummer's growth^ and thou-^ 
saiida ^ /bodiels <^ appka and other 
iiku^i £ 6 fruit 
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fruit were ripening on the trees;, for no 
other purpose than to fall and rot on 
the round ! 

The even meed, that ent hzought sweetl j ftvth 

The freckled cowslip, bumet, and green clover. 

Wanting the scythe, all uncorrected, rank. 

Conceives by idlenen ; and nothing teems. 

But hateful docks, rough tfaistlea, keAsies, brnt^ 

Losing both beauty and utility. 

And as our vineyards, fidlows, meads, and hedges^ . 

Defective in their natures, grow to wildnesa. 

Siiak£8P£A]Ue's Henry V. 

Those of the inhabitants of the " Neu- 
tral Ground," who were tories, had join- 
ed their friends in New- York ; while 
the whigs had retired into the interior 
of the country. Some of each side bad 
taken up arms, and were now the most 
cruel and deadly foes. Within the Bri- 
tish line, were hordes of banditti^ con- 
sisting of lawless villains^ who devoted 
themselves to the most rapacious pillage 
jand robbery among the defenoelesa in- 

habitanta 
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habitants between the lin^, many of 
whom were dragged . off to New- York, 
after witnessing the plunder of their 
houses and farms. These shameless ma- 
rauders were known by the names of 
cow-boys and refugees ^ who, by their 
atrocious deeds, had become a scourge 
and terror to the people. 

In the vicinity of the American lines 
was another class of robbers, equally un- 
principled, but still more criminal, be- 
cause they committed their depredations 
under the mask of patriotism. These 
were called skinners^ and professed to 
be whigs; while the cow-boys claimed 
the title of loyalists. The lust of plun- 
der alone was the governing impulse of 
each. ^ 

' • • . ■ ' ' 

Numerous instances occurred of these 
qtiiscreants. subjecting defenceless per- 
sons, ta crud tortur^s^ tp. cooji]^. thepA 

■""'•" to 
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to deliver up their monef^ or to dUdote 
the places where it had been secKted/ 
It was not uncomrnon for them to bang 
a man by his neok till apparently life* 
less *» then restore him ; repeat tbe experi^ 
ment, and leave him for dead. ^ 

^ While Crosby was on duty ia tiiet 
vicinity of Teller's Point, where the 
waters of the Croton empty into Tap* 
pan Bay, a British sloop of war came 
np the river^ and anchored in the streain, 
op}K>site th« !P<nnt. With an unQon<- 
qaerable predilection for stratagem, our 
hero immediately concerted a plot^ for 
the tole purpose, as he says, of afibrding 

•^ii little 



* In Cooper's description of the preparatioEM ft( 
banging a Skinner, by a leader of tbe refugees, be' 
aaj»«^' The (^dnaer bad so often resoEted. t» it 
similar esqpedient, to extort information or plunder, 
that be by no means feh tlie tdrror an unpractiaed 
man#ouitd BatS Ajtfifel^, Itt these tMidii6tU xij^^ 
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'' a little sport £m bb MldieHs;' He. ae-j 
eoeAingly ptoo^dded dowli to tlto Pointt^ 
acoompaflied by iix men^ five of whom, 
besides himself^' concealed tbenl$dye» 
in the woods, which grew a short 
distance from the shore^ while the other 
paraded the beach^ so is to display La 
Fayette's uniform in to conspieuoili a 
nriitiiier as to attract the notice of the 
officers on board the vesseL 

The enemy swallowed the bait ; and: 
a boat 6o<Hi put off from the sloop of 
war, manned with eleven men, under 
the command of a lieutenant, to make 
a prisoner of tbla one yankee, who pte- 
oipitately fled into the woods^ aa the* 
barge approached the ^hore. The Eng^ 
lisbmen fcUowed,- threatening to shoot 
the fugitive, linlesd he stopt>ed and sui**^ 
rendered. 

Aa sgjojpl ]^ the .pursoeiB hni j^swd 

Ilia 
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his own little party, which were scatter- 
ed in various directions, Crosby exdaim- 
ed — •• Come on, my boys ! Now we 
have them !** 

At this signal every man sprang up 
in his place, with a shout that made the 
welkin ring ; making, at the same time, 
such a rustling in the bushes, that the 
British, thinking themselves surrounded 
by a superior force, surrendered without 
resistance. On the next day they were 
marched to Fishkill, and confined in 
the old Dutch church. 

Van Cortlandt's detachment was smaU; 
but, by a well-managed finesse, he often 
succeeded in deceiving the enemy, as to 
its real numbers. He would occasion- 
ally approach the British lines; and, 
posting his men in scattered positions 
among the hills, cause each squad to 
beat to arms successively. They would 

then 



\ 
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then show themselves to the British, 
and manoeuvre in such a manner as to 
appear like reinforcements coming down 
to join the main body. This rttse de 
guerre often deterred the enemy from 
pursuing his predatory excursions against 
the defenceless inhabitants of the ** Neu- 
tral Ground." 

Van Cortlandt's detachment, bow« 
ever, was at length ordered to West 
Point, and from thence to the main 
army at Tappan, in New-Jersey ; where 
Crosby remained until his stipulated 
term of service had expired. In the 
mean time, the following incident^ oc- 
curred, for the- authenticity of which we 
have the testimony of Van Cortlaudt 
himself; although the particulars, it is 
believed, have never before been pub- 
lished. 

A young man, of Peel^skiU^ by the 

name 






d8 

Dime of Johnr Paulding, while wrviag 
his country in the Westchester militie^ 
was taken {Hrifioner, and senfc to the city 
€f New-Yoffk. Whether he waa cmA- 
Bed in a sngar-hoose^ ot the pronaat*^ 
aa it was then called^ we ha;iw naf been 
informed ; nor do we know the length 
of time he remained a captive It wi& 
in the summer of 1780, however, about 
the period that a celebrated satirical 
p€>em was published in New- York, en- 
titled the '' Cow Chasef;' from the pea 

of 

* The present debtor's jail. 

' f Thh bitter satire^ the retuicc will dcnlMen 
vteollecl^ WIS dii^ctei against Ae Americaa hrigp 
diai>§8iieral Wa7ae> the hero of Bumy Pointy 
whom the poet accuses of stealing eattle for the 
use of the American army. The poem concludes 
wStn Ihe foHc^wnig prophetic stanjsa z-^^ 

*< And now I dose my q^ic stnin, 

I tremble as I show it, 
Lett tluB lame wanior-dioTer ^ayne 

Should ever catch the poet** 



k 
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of Johifi Andlr^^ AdjutaAt-gen^fal iit ttue 
British drmy. 

Though vigilantly watched, Paulding 
wiEts aUoired the liberty of his pri^n- 
ytt^d, ai^ cftpneious enclosure, dtirrdundedf 
byn strong high fence. By l^itmg ^ 
coloui^ed womsln, who lived in the vie*-' 
nity> to furnish him with a letdder, fa^* 
M^ »igbt effected bis eseerpe froni die 
yaird; md, after reoiaiffing eoMealed 
some time iti her cellar^ suceeeded ki 
reaching the North River undiscover- 
ed. 

fi^e he fbund a boat, and finally 
kn^d in sfafetyi <m the Jersey dbore^ 
neur Hoboken. He then tnaide the beM^ 
of hh tfoy to the American trmy at 
T«pj^at}$ where he rekted hia adventtire 
to hi» Mow-townsman, colonel VAt^ 
Cortlandt, whose assistance he elicited, 
in proceeding to Feekskill. Van Cort- 
landt 
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landt accordingly supplied him with 
money, furnished him with a pass, and 
procured him a passage across the river. 

After landing on the eastern side of 
the Hudson, Paulding directed his 
course homeward ; but had not pro- 
ceeded far, when he met two of bis for- 
mer companions in arms, David Wil- 
liams and Isaac Van Wart, who hailed 
his return with joy, and heartily con- 
gratulated him on his fortunate es- 
cape. 

After some conversation, they pre- 
vailed upon Paulding to relinquish his 
intention of going directly to PeekskiU, 
and to accompany them on an excur- 
sion down the " Neutral Ground," to- 
wards the British lines, where they were 
going, they said, ^* to have some fun 
with the Cow-boys.'* 

Young 
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Young and enterprising, Paulding 
readily acceded to the p1r<^)0sal; and 
after providing himself with a muskety 
and other requisites, he accompanied his 
reckless associates to Tarrytown, where 
they achieved an adventure that immar-- 
talized their names, . and saved their 
country from inevitable ruin. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



THE SPY AND THE TRAITOR. 



-Is there not some chosen curse. 



Some hidden thunder in the stores of heayen. 
Red with uncommon wrath, to Mast the man 
Who owes his greatness to his country's rvan I 

Adbzsov. 

About the middle of September, the 
commander-in-chief, attended by gene- 
rals La Fayette and Knox, with a splen- 
did retinue, left the American camp in 
New-Jersey, and proceeded to Hartford, 
in Connecticut, for the purpose of hold- 
ing a conference with the commanding 
officers of the French fleet and army, 

which 



which had lately arrhred at Rhode Idand. 
in the inean time, the eomtiMaid ^ef the 
American army devolved on iiug<Nr* 
general Greene, whose head-quarters 
were fit Tappan, where the oorpe to 
wiiidi Gvmbj was attached was now 
starttoned. 

A week had elapsed since the depar- 
ture of Wa^ington, and no incideiyt of 
iinportanoe had ooearred. Greene bad 
learned, through the medium of bis spies, 
that some «eopet expedkion was on foot, 
at ttbe «ty -of New- York ; fcut of its na- 
ture and direc^toil, -be 4QoUld not obtain 
tbe smallest hint. On the ninth "day, 
l^^wev^er, M l^ee <A;look in 44ie >Hiom- 
ing^ ^an aSann was spread through the 
Ametipim ' oamp ; and in e (few minutes 
itll <were under larms-: « ^detachment, 
eonfiisting of two T^tments, <was1mnie- 
4iitteiy<erdeiied to mar^h to We^ Point, 
tvqfth' efl '(possible espeditt^a ; and ^he 

rest 
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rest of the troops were directed to hold; 
themselves in readiness to march at ,t 
moment's warning. ,\ 

While every one was pondering in 
his own mind the probable object of tbil. 
sudden movement, and vainly endear, 
vouring to conjecture the cause, a g^ie^t 
ral order was promulgated, which soon 
explained it to the whole army, filliogl 
every breast with astonishment and.i^*- 
dignation. The following communiei-j 
tion, in the orders of general Greea^d 
was read by the adjutants to their nn? 
spective regiments : — •* Treason, of the 
blackest dye, was yesterday discovered*. 
General Arnold, who commanded a(f.: 
West Point, lost to every sentiment <)( •: 
honour, of private and public obligati<H|i; 
was about to deliver up that importaotf^ 
post into the hands of the enemy. SuAitl 
an event must have given the AnQieriQ^,:| 
cause a dangerous, if not a fatal, wound: 

happily- 
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happily the treason has been timely dis- 
covered, to prevent the fatal misfortune. 
The providential.train of circuoistanoes 
which led to it, affords the most con- 
vincing proofs that the liberties of Ame- 
rica are the object of Divine protection. 
At the same time that the treason is to 
be regretted, the general cannot help 
congratulating the army on the happy 
discovery. Our enemies, despairing of 
carrying their point by force, are prac- 
tising every base art to effect, by bri- 
bery and corruption, what they cannot 
aeoomplish in a manly way. 

^' Great honour is due to the Ameri- 
can army, that this is the firiSt instance 
of treason of the kind, where many were 
to be expected from the nature of our 
^pute. The brightest ornament in the 
character of the American soldiers is, 
their having been proof against all the 
arts and seductions of an insidious enemy. 
'^ Arnold has made his escape to the 
TOii. IL ' r enemy ; 
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«nemy ; but major Andr^. the adjutant- 
general of the British army, who came 
out as a spy to negociate the businesi, 
is our prisoner." 

The particulars of Andre's arrest and 
trial are familiar to every reader*. 
Lieutenant-colonel Jameson was then 
the commanding ofQcer on the Atneii- 
can lines, above the Neutral Ground ; 
and to him was Andr^ conducted hy 
his incorruptible captors, Paulding, Van 
Wart, and Williams, whom, in ouc 
last chapter, we left on their way t« 
Tarry town. 

The prisoner immediately requested 
Jameson to inform Arnold, by letter* 
that John Anderson was taken on hiB 
way to New- York, with which requert 
the lieutenant-colonel immediately con»i 
plied. 

Arnold 



See Appendix, No. XVIII. 
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Arnold recQiv€»d the lett^ about tea 
o'dock in the moroiog, while at break- 
6st Two of Wadiiogtoii's aids, major 
Shaw and doctor M'Henry, had just 
arrived, and were at breakfast at Ar- 
motd'-s tablcL His oonAisioo was visible, 
but 9o (Hie could divine the cause. 

Sltcuck with the presaing danger of 
l^is situation, momentarily expecting 
Washington's return from Hartford, the 
tmitor called instantly tor a horse.— ^'* A 
horse r e^udaimed he, as he started from 
tfaetajida '^ Any cme^-^ven if a waggon 
horse T 

He then bade a hasty adieu to his 
wlfe^ and ei\)oining a positive order on 
fbe . i^e^seoger not to inform any one 
that he waa the bearer of a letter fiom 
crionel Jioneton, he repaired to Mm 
barge, ami ordered the coxawain, with 
eight oarsmai, to proceed down the 

F 2 river, 
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river» to the sloop of war Vulture, winch 
he reached in safety^ under the protect 
tion of a flag, and which immediatdjF 
set sail for New- York. 

t 

Washington arrived at Arnold's quar- 
ters in two hours after the traitcn* had 
escaped. Not finding Arnold at hom^ 
and being informed that he had gone to 
West Pointy Washington passed over 
the river to view the works at that post; 
but not finding Arnold, he returned^ in 
the hope of meeting him at his quar- 
ters. But here he was again di8a{^KHiit* 
ed, for no person could account for his 
absence. 

Mrs. Arnold was now in her chamber, 
in great agitation and distress, deprived 
of her reason, and doctor Eustis in at^ 
tendance. At a lucid interval she re- 
quested to see Washington ; but by tiie 
time he reached the chamber, her dis» 

traction 
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traction returned, and she knew him 
not He then withdrew, and repairing 
to file dining-room, sat down to dinner, 
biit soon arose again, with apparait agi- 
tation. He then took colonel Lamb 
asidi^ and expressed to him his suspidon 
that Arnold had deserted to the enemy. 
In less than two hours it was ascertained 
that the conjecture was too well found- 
ed ; for a dispatch arrived from colonel 
Jameson, with an account of the cap* 
ture of Andr^, accompanied by his own 
letter of confession. The prisoner was 
conducted to West Point, and from 
thence to head-quarters, at Tappan, 
where preparations were made for his 
trial by a court-martiaL 

': Washington immediately proceeded 
to the camp, at Tappan; and the mo- 
ment, he arrived, sent for major Lee, 
who was posted, with the Virginia light- 
horse, some distfuice in front 
T. : F 8 ** This 
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** This officer repaired to head-quar« 
ten with celerity, and found the genenl 
in his marquee alone, busily engsgcd ia 
writing. So soon as Lee entered, Im 
was requested to take a seat, and a 
bundle of papers, lying on the tabh 
was ^ven to him for perusal. 

*^ In these papers much infornEiatioa 
was detailed, tending to prove that Ar« 
nold was not alone in the base oonsp- 
racy just detected; but that the poison faii 
spread ; and that a major-general, whose 
name was not concealed, was oertainfy 
as guilty as Arnold himself. 

*' This information had just been lit* 
ceived by Washington, through hia eQii> 
fidential agents in New* York ; and Lee 
immediately suggested the probability 
that the whole was a contrivance of .sir 
Henry Clinton, in order to destroy thst 
confidence between the connnander and 
his officers, on which the succeaa of oi^ 
litary operations depended* 

•The 
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. *The suggestion/ rej^ed Washing* 
toOi ' is plausible, and desfitvea due con<- 
sideration. It early occurred to my own 
mind, and has not been slightly regarded. 
But the same suggestion applies to no 
offioer more fixviUy than a few days ago 
it would have done to general Arnold, 
now known to be a traitor. 

* I hjiTe sent for you, sir. In the ex- 
pectatidii tbiU: you have in your corps 
iadividuah capable and wilj^ig to un- 
dertake an indispaisiUe, delicate, and 
haMrdoua prefect Whoever comes fbr^ 
ward on this oceasiiHi, will lay me under 
great oUigations personally ; and» in be^ 
balf of the United States, I will reward 
bim amply.. No time is to be lost ; he 
must proceed,, if possible, this night 
]yiy objed; is to probe to the bottom 
the a£Sipting intelligence contained in 
the papers you have just read, to seize 
Arnold, and by getting him, to save An- 
drd i^hey are ^ connected. While 

F 4 my 
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my emissary is engaged in preparing 
means for the seizure of Arnold, the 
guilt of others can be traced ; and the 
timely delivery of Arnold to me, will 
possibly put it into my power to restore 
the amiable and unfortunate Andrd to 
his fiiends*.** 

Lee readily undertook to find a mem- 
ber of his corps capable of executing thiti 
hazardous service, but doubted whether 
he would consent to engage in an entem 
prise, the first step to which was deser- 
tion. The person he selected vir^s the 
serjeant-major of the corps, Champ^ bf 
name, and a Virginian by birth ; who^ 
after much persuasion, consented to un- 
dertake it. He that night deserted to 
the enemy ; and, though closely pursued, 
reached Powles' Hook in safety, and was 

taken 

* See the Memoirs of Major Henry Lee.. 
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taken on board a British galley, which 
conveyed him to New- York, where he 
was closely examined by sir H^Qry Clin- 
ton, who gave him a letter of introduo* 
tion tQ Arnold, who immediately ap-- 
pointed him one of his recruiting Ser- 
jeants. 

. In the mean time, the interposition of 
m Henry Clinton, who was extremely 
anxious to 9ave his much-laved^aid-de* 
camp, still continued;. and it was ex* 
pected that the examinaticm of witness 
ses, and the defence of the prisoner, 
would protract the decision of the e(Hirt 
of inquiry, which assembled on the 
twenty-ninth of the month, and give 
sufficient time for the consummation of 
the project, committed^ to Champ^, from 
whom information had just been receiv-t 
ed that gave some hopes of his success. 

But a complete disappointment took 

p 5 place„ 
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place, from a quarter unfbreieen and uii> 
expected. Andr^ disdained defence^ and 
prevented the examination of witnewei^ 
by confessing the character in which he 
stood. He was consequently dedaied 
to be a spy, atid condemned lo aiiflfer ac- 
cordingly. 

Washington approved the aentenoe^ 
and ordered his execution to take plaee 
on the first day of October^ at five o^daok 
in the afternoon. In this deeLnoQ he 
was warranted by the very unpromisiBg 
inteliigence contained in another lettsr 
from Champa, which he had juat le* 
oeived ; by the still-existing. implieatkn 
of other officers in Amold'iB conapiracy; 
by a due regard to public opinioii ; and 
by real tenderness to the prisoner hiaih 
self. 

Neither congress nor the nation oould 
have bom, with pro|«itiyp iafiDmiBt of 

the 
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the^useof tbedeky, had aay been ki^ 
terposed; and widiout such information^ 
it must have exdted in both, alarm and 
guspioion. -The seoKt was known to ncHie 
but Washington, Lee^Champ^and a con- 
fidential agent in New-York. Andr^ 
himself could not have been intrusted 
with it ; and would, consequently, have 
attributed the unlooked-for event to the 
expostulation and exertion of sir Henry 
Clinton, which would not fail to produce 
in bis ht^sist expectations of ultimate 
relief; to excite which would have been 
cruel, as the realization of such expecta- 
tion depended oi\}y on a possible, but im- 
probable^ contingency. 

On the first d«y of October, at the 
hour app^Rted, a large omcourse of peo- 
ple assembled to witness the execution 
of the gallant and unfortunate young of- 
ficer. The gaUows was erected, and the 
gwveand^eoffiA prepared ; butaflag-of- 

P 6 truce 
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truce arrived with a comoiunicatiofl from 
sir Henry Clinton, making another and 
further proposals for the release of major 
Andr^; in consequence of which the 
execution was postponed until twelve 
o'clock on tiie following day. 

This flag was accompanied by the 
British general Robertson, with Andrew 
Elliott and William Smith, esquires^ for 
the purpose of pleading for the release 
of major Andr^, the royal army being in 
the greatest affliction on the occasion. 

Elliott and Smith, n^ being military 
officers, were not permitted to laiid ; but 
general Greene was appointed, by the 
conimander-in-chief, to meet Robertson, 
at Dobb's Ferry, and to receive his 
communications. He had, however^ no- 
thing material to urge, but that Andr^ 
bad come on shore under the sanction 
of a flag, and therefore could nQk:be4CX»- 

sidered 
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sidered as a spy. But this plea wto oon* 
tradicted by Andr^*s own confession. 

. " Having feiled in this point, Robert* 
son requested that the opinion of disin- 
terested persons might be taken; and 
proposed generals Knyphausen and Ro- 
ehambeau, as proper persons. This pro* 
position could not be acceded to. 

^'Robertson then' had recourse to 
threats of retaliation, oh sonae people in 
New- York and Charieston ; but he was 
told that such conversation could Hot be 
heard nor understood. 
• ** He next urged the release of Aodrd 
on motives of humanity, saying he wish- 
ed an intercourse of such civilities as 
might lessen the horrors of war, and dted 
instances of sir Henry Clinton's merd- 
ful disposition ; adding, that Andr^ pos- 
sessed a great share of that gentleman's 
affection and esteem, and that he would 
be infinitely obliged if he was spared. 

He 
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He offi?red, that if hu eamett wishas 
were complied witli, to engage that any 
prisoner in their possession, whom Wash* 
ington might name, should be immedi* 
atdy set at Uherty*.** 



But all intercession waa fruitless ; an^ 
least of all availed a letter to Waafaing^ 
ton, of which Robertson was the bearer, 
from the traitor Arnold, filled with 
threats of retaliatiop, and the aooountabi- 
lity of Washington for the torrent* rf 
blood that might be spilt, if he ahould 
order the execution of Andr^ ! It ia di£» 
fieult to say which created the moat as^ 
tontshmept in the breast of Greene--^ 
that Arnold should have the doiisum- 
mate effirontery to write such a lettar, 
er tibat Robertson should consent to be 
the bearer of it 

NQthwg. of copr^?, was effec^e^ W 

■ - . ■ I ■ ■* / "- 

1 

* See Thacher*! Joamal, p. VII. 
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thb iM^vlew, ftifid the n^essengen xb^ 
turned in decipondeAcy to New-York^ 
Aiidr^, in the ttietii time, dudnglii»eon<k 
finentent, trial, and Gondemnatien,€vifii^ 
ced a composure and dignity of mind> 
that enlisted the sympathies of all in his 
favour. — Not a muraiur escaped bim ; 
while the civilities and attentions be- 
stowed on him, wer^ grateftiUy atid po^ 
litely aeknowledged. Hlaving left amo^ 
tfaer-andtwoiristeps^iiKlSiigkind, faenrw 
heard to 'menliontheini in temis of thd^ 
tenderest affeetion ; and in bis kitt» to 
sir Henry CHuton, ^he recommended 

them to bi& patti^fer attention* 

» • ,. J - • . . - • ' • • -• 

Cmsby vtssun^ us, that though evei^r 
one acloKywi^dgdd the poliey of tlieseii^ 
tencer fhm^ was toarcdy one^ that i^ke 
of his approaching fate without evindttg 
the deepest emotions of sympathy • The 
principal guard officer, who was con- 
stantly in the nxim wi^ Andr^ informed 
.^^s. ::.;-:;.;•: ,' / ..••;■ Crosby, 
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Crosby, that when the fatal hour arrived* 
and the prisoner was summoned to at- 
tend, he heard and complied without any 
visible emotion; and while el\ present 
were more or less affected, he retained a 
serene countenance, with calmness and 
composure of mind. 

The prisoner walked from the stone 
bouse in which he had been confined^ 
between two subaltern officers, arm in 
arm. . A large detachment of troops was 
parked, and an immense concourse of 
people assembled, to witness the awful 
ceremony. As the situation of Crosby, 
in the pix)cession, was not so convenient 
for, observation, we .will give the remain* 
ing particulars in the language!^ doctor 
Tbaeber, to whose excellent journfil we 
have already acknowledged ourselves 
largely indebted. . . " ■ j 






^<',Daring th6 wileiQn/nuudK. to :the 
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fatal spot,'' says the doetdr, ** I was so 
near as to observe every movement, and^ 
participate in every emotion, which the' 
melancholy scene was calculated to pro^ 
duce. The eyes of the immense multi- 
tude were fixed on the prisoner, wh<^ 
rising superior to the fears of death, ap^ 
peared as if conscious of the dignified de- 
portment which he displayed; He be^ 
tray ed no want of fortitude, but retained 
a complacent smile on his countenance^^ 
and politely bowed to several gentlemeHi^ 
whom he knew, which was respeetfuUy^' i 
returned. ^: 

** It was his earnest desire to be shot^ 
as being the mode of death most aoa^ 
formable to the feelings of a military - 
man, and he had indulged the hope that 
his request would be granted. At the 
moment, therefore, when suddenly hit 
came in view of the gallows, he involuti* 
tarily started backward, and made a 
pause. 'Why this raiotion, sir T said 

an 
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an officer at bis side. Inrtantly reoolrei^ 
ing bis composure^ he said-*-' I am re- 
aobciled to my deatb^ but I defceat thfe 
mode.' 

* While waitings and ftandttig near 
the gallows^*^ oentitiuca doetor Thachcf, 
^ % obderTed some degree c£ trep&da^^mi; 
placing bis foot on a atone, and rolUiig^ it 
omtr, and choking in his. throat, aa if at^ 
lampttBg to swaUovr* So soon, howei^w, 
aa be pevei^Ted that things were in MSr 
fineas^ he stepped quickly inta the ym^ 
gaa ; and, at this moment, be appoMed 
to shrink; but, instantly elevaHng his 
bead with firmness, he said, * It will be 
bot a momentary pang ^ and taking 
from bis pocket t^yo white handkefg h ie fi^ 
the pm^rost marshal, with one^ lopaely 
pinioned his arms ; and, with the other, 
the ^lietim^ after taking off his hat and 
atoob, band^iged bit own eyes» with poE^ 
feet firmness, which melted the hearts and 
mcastened the cheeks,, not only oi his 

servant. 
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tertaitt, but rf the thrdng of spectators. 

*The rop^ being iappended to tlWP 
giilk>wS) he slipped the iioose ovei* kin 
own hendt ^nd adjusted it to his nedk, 
without the assistatice of the awk Wtfrd 
M^eeiition^r. Colonel Scatnmel now itit* 
ibraaed hitti that he had an bpportunltjf 
to £peak, if he desired it He raised the 
handkerchief from his eye^ and said-^* I 
pray you to bear me witness that I meet 
my fhte like a brave man.' The waggon 
being ndw removed from under him, he 
was suspended, and instantly expired. 
It proved, indeed^ 'but a momentary 
pang.' 

^* He was dnessed in his royal regi- 
mentals and boots ; and his remains. In 
the same dress, were placed in an ordina* 
ry coffin, and interred at the foot of the 
gallows; and the spot was consecrated 
by the tears of thousandsV 

The 

^ In the autumn of 1821> the remains of major 
^. = .*. Andri 
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The enterprise of Champd was well 
ocmcerted, and would probably have suc- 
ceeded but for an unforeseen accident. 
On the day preceding the night fixed 
upon for the execution of the plot, Ar- 
nold removed his quarters to another 
part of the town ; and Champd, with all 
Arnold's new recruits, were transferred 
from their barracks to one of the trans- 
ports. He was thus compelled to pro- 
ceed with Arnold to Virginia/ where he 
made his escape, and rejoined the Ame- 
rican army soon after it had passed the 
Congaree, in pursuit of lord Rawdon. 
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Now axe our browt bound with Tietqirious wsenths, 
Our bruised Aims hung up fixr monunu^nU ; 
Our stem alarums changed to merry meetings, 
Our dreadful marches, to delightfiil measures; 
Grim-Yisaged war hath smoothed his wrinkled front. 

Shak£spzaue. 

A FEW weeks after the foregoing 
events, intelligence was received of tf 
very brilliant exploit of the militia iii 
North Carolina, under colonels Campbell, 
Cle^land, Shelby, and Sevier, who, 
with about three thousand volunteers, 
attacked and defeated major Ferguson, 
at the head of a large force of refugees 
and tories. Ferguson, with one hundred 

and 
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and fifty of his men, were killed, and 
eight hundred and ten taken prisoners, 
of whom one hundred and fifty were 
wounded. They also took fifteen hun- 
dred stand of arms. Of the Ameri- 
cans, colonel Williams was mortally 
wounded, about twenty killed, and a 
number disabled. Ten of the prisoners 
were immediately bung as traitors. 
This is called the battle of King^ Moun- 
tain. 

But few incidents occurred in the vi- 
cinity of New- York, during the ensu- 
ing winter and spring. In July f^iiow* 
ipg, th^ French and An^mmti Anniea 
fp^med a junctipn at White Plains, ff^o^ 
Whenoe tjiey proceeded to N^w-Je?9ey, 
Aft^ POtpe ingenious manoeu,yiring4itQ 
4e^Ye the Bntkh with r^speet tQ bi;i 
real designs, Washington su44^ld]r 
marched to the souths with the ooKql^n- 
od ftffflips, leaving sir JS^ry Clinton 

under 
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under the apprehension of an immediate 
ffttaek on the city of New-York. 

The result of this southern eacpedition 
is well known. Gomwallis surrendered 
bis army at Yorkto wn, and the ministry 
of England gave up the contest in des- 
pair. Our independence was acknow-. 
fedgedy peace restored, and the smiles of 
joy scattered over the long-afflicted 
country. 

Ctrasby remained, with the division 
of ^he army which was left under the 
epmfmand of Heath, for the defence of 
the posts in the Highlands, until the pe* 
riod of his engagement had expired. 
He then retired to Southeast, where his 
ffrtberdied shortly afterwards ; and there 
be \m fldnce redded, «p to tb^ pres^it 
day. 

^}^ cuHiv^tes ^ ^i^^l %flp, the ?«>- 
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duct of his own industry, since the peace 
of 1783 ; haring received, for all his re- 
volutionary services, only the trifling 
pittance of two hundred and fifty doU 
lars^. He has had two wives, the last 
of which was the widow of colonel 
Greene; and he is the father of four 
children, two sons and two daughters, 
who are grown up, and settled in the 
county of Westchester. For twenty- 
eight years, he was justice of the peace 
in the town of Southeast ; and for the 
last fourteen years, he has held the office 
of deacon in the Presbyterian church. 
He has likewise held that of deputy- 
sheriff for the county. He is universally 
respected by his neighbours, acquaint 
tance, and fellow-citizens generally ; and 
now enjoys a " green old age,'* which, 
we trust, will be succeeded by a happy 

immor- 



^ ^' Never T said Birdi, speaking ou 
far moneyl did all thisr— Spy, FoL it. 
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immortality; for Enoch Crosby was, 
^' for years, a faithful and unrequited 
servant of his country. Though man 
does not, may God reward him for his 
conduct*.'* 

* See the concluding paragraph of the ^^ Spy." 
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No. I. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEA, IN BOSTON 

HARBOUR. 



'THB'Am^ricatfs, determined to oppose the re- 
Teilue system of the English parliament^ in 
every possible shupe, considered the attempt of 
the East India Company to evade the resolu- 
tions of the colonies, and dispose of teas in 
AnMriciv a< nn indirect mode of taxation, sanc- 
tioned -by the; authority of parliament Several 
pttbliid meetings were held on the subject, par- 
-tictilarly in the town of* Boston. At one of 
•these me^tings^ while die assembled multitude 
-were in quiet consultation, on the safest mode 
•to prevent the sale and eonsuipption of an herb, 
noxious at least to the political constitution, the 
debates were interrupted by the entrance of the 

6 3 sheriff, 
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sheriff, with an order from the govemor, stjling 
them an illegal assembly, and Erecting their 
immediate dispersion. 

This autlioritative mandate was treated with 
great contempt, and the sheriff instantly hissed 
out of the house. A coniiised murmur ensued, 
both within and without the walls ; but in- a few 
moments all was again quiet, and the meeting 
adjourned without delay. 

Within an hour after this was known abroad, 
there appeared a great number of persons, clad 
like the aborigines of the wilderness, with txnnt^ 
hawks in their hands, and clubs on their shout 
ders, who, without the least molestation, marcb- 
ed through the streets with silent scdemnity, 
and amidst innumerable spectiators, proceeded 
to the wharves, boarded the ships, demanded 
the keys, and without much deliberation, knock- 
ed open the chests, and emptied several thou- 
sand weight of the finest teas into the ocean. 
No opposition was made, though surrounded 
by the king's ships ; all was silence and dismay. 

This done, the procession letbrned lli^roagh 

the 
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tbe town in the flame order and solemnity a& 
obflerved inlfae outaet of ibeir attempt No 
other disorder took place, and it was observed 
the stillest night ensued that Boston had enjoyed 
for several months^ . . ^ 

The number of persons disguised as Indians, 
is variously stated 4 none put it lower than sixty 
— none higher than eighty. The destruction 
was effected by the disguised persons, and 
some young men who volunteered ; one of the 
latter collected the tea which fell into the shoes 
of himself and companions, and put it into a 
phial, and sealed it up (which phial is now in 
his possession), containing the same tea. The 
contrivers of this measure, and those who car- 
ried it into effect, will never be known ; some 
few persons have been mentioned as being 
among the disguised ; but there are many and 
obvious reasons why secrecy then, and conceal- 
ment since, were necessary. None of those 
persons who were confidently said to have been 
of the party (except some who were then mi- 
norsy or very young men), have ever admitted 
that they were so. Mr. Samuel Adams is 
thought to have been in the counselling of this 

6 4 exploit. 
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exploit, and many other men who were lemders 
in the political affairs of the times ; and the hall 
of council is said to have been, in the back 
room of Edes and Gill's printing-office, at the 
corner of the alley leading to Brattle-atreet 
church, from Court-street. There are very few 
alive now who helped ta. empty the chests of 
tea, and these few will probaUy be as prudent 
as those who have gone before them. 
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This following anebdbte^ which is too w^H 
aiitbenticated'to te<fisputed^ furnishes one in- 
iitanee/ timotg thoBsandsy of that heroic spirit 
attdiove of libertjTwhiob characterized the Ame- 
rican females during the struggle for indepen- 
dence. 

** A good lady— we knew her when she had 
grown old-— in 1775^ lived on the sea-board^ 
about a day's* march fix>m Boston^ where the 
Briti^ armj^ theti -Was. 'By some unaccount- 
abl6 'accid^iit> a I'umour was spi'ead, iii town 
and country, in atid about there, thatthe^ regu- 
lars M'ere'on a full marcfa^ for that place, and 
would probably 4irrive in three hours at farthest. 
This was after the battle of Lexington, and all, 
a^ ihighl be w^ supposed, Waa ki sad confu- 
sion— some -Ivefe boiling with rage, and full of 

G 5 fight ; 
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fight ; some with fetr Attd eoMiiio»f %mut 
hiding their treasittes; and 6th«ni ^ytn^ ' fof 
life. 



. ■ .'; 



In this wild monienty when lAoit - people^ 
in some way or other, were frightened from 
their property, our heioine, who had twa aons, 
one about nineteen years of ag^,' the other about 
sixteen, was seen by our inforiqtent preparing 
them to discharge their duty* * The eldest ehis 
was able to equip in fine style; she took her 
husband's fowling-piece, ' made for duck or 
plover,' (the goodman being absent on a coast- 
ing voyage to Virginia), and with it the powder- 
horn and . shot-bag ; but the hid thinking the 
duck and goose shot not quite the size to kill 
regulars^ his mother took a chisel,* cut lip her 
pewter spoons, and hammered them into shigs, 
and put them into his bag ; and he set off in 
great earnest, but diought he would call' one 
moment, and see the parson, who said— ^ WifeU 
done^ my brave boy— ^Ood preserve you P Md 
on he went in the way of his dutjr* ' ^ '^ 

The youngest was importmftate foilS^ti^tS^^ 
ments, buthia mottier c.odkilhiJ$tiottffi%fii^^^ 

him 
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lorn tvitkbirt^o old rtirty^fivpril^lhebp; seeip^ 
rather inawilluig; to rkk hinMi^lf,.)i!^itbithip alpniiE^ 
but lingered in the street^ in a state of hesitetioipii 
when his mother thus upbraided him — ' You, 
John H*****, what wilijoijir father say/ if 
be hears that a child qf his is afraid to me^^t 
the British^ Go along* Beg or borrow .:^ 
gun ; or you will J^nd one^ child — ^some cow* 
ard» I dare aay, will be running away; thc^p 
take his gun^ and march forward ; and if you 
come backy and I hear you have not behave^ 
like a maH| I shall carry the blush of shame 
on my face to the grave/ 

She then shut the door, wiped the tear frppi 
her eye, and waited the issue ; the boy joined 
the march. Such a woman could not .h^ve 
cowards for her sons. 

Instances of refined and delicate pride and 
affection occurred, at that period, every day, 
in different places ; and in fact this disposition 
and feeling waa then so common, that it now 
operates as one great cause of our not having 
Cfi^e iacts of thj^s kind Recorded. What few 
;ji|l^r^ are r^aoiepnbered shoMld not be lo$t. 
.ii g6 Nothing 
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Nothing great or glorious wts erefr achieT«d 
which women did not act in^ adviWi or coiv-- 
sent to/' 
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No. III. 

BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 

The heights of Charlestown were 8o ntuated, 
as to make the possession of them a matter of 
great coDsequence^ to eitlier of the contending 
parties « Orders were therefore issued, June 
l6th, by the provincial commanders, that a de- 
tachment of a thousand men should entrench 
upon Breed^s Hill*. Here the Americans, 
between midnight and morning, with uncomr 
mon expedition and silence, threw up a small 
redoubt, which the British did not discover till 
the morning of the 17th, when they began an 
incessant firing, and continued it till afternoon. 
With the intrepidity of veteran soldiers, the 

Americans 



* HUtoruuos, tlurojDgh miftake^baTe caUed the hUl where 
the S>attle wm fought. Bunker HUl, which it a quarter of a 
mile north of Breed's, or Russel's Hil]» where the battle was 
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Americans bore this fire^ imd procMded lU^ fioMlh 
their redoubt, and to throw up a breantw^HTJCt 
extending eastward of it to the bottom o£ the 
hill. About noon general Gage detached major- 
general Howe and brigadier-general Pigot, 'With 
the flower .of his army, in two detachmenliji^ 
amounting in the whole to nearly three thou« 
sand men. They landed at a point about one 
hundred and fifty to two huQdred.,fod^ soutbr 
east of the redoubt, and deliberately prepur^ 
for the attack. ..,}■ u. 

While the troops who first landed were WAtf^ 
iog for a reinforcement, the Americans on .tkn^ 
left wing, towards Mystic River, for their '$^^ 
curity, pulled up some adjoiqing post and. xkil 
£^nce, and set it down in two parallel Un^ n^ayr 
each other, and filled the space between witb 
hay, which the day before was mowed^ ^^^^ 
remained in the adjacent field. The British 
troops, in the mean time, formed in two lijpes, 
and about three o'clock advanced slpwlji ^^i^ 
wards the Americans. The hills and ste^pi^^^ 
ip Boston, and^the circumjacent countnyirLWiPI^ 
crowded with anxious spectators qf tbfli diilMfM^s- 
conflict* WWle sgipip iaJi,Jf6rit|^,fc9fWl!Mb|l^ 

Ihflt 




%WBiid^tfe%pt, tidi^^^ ^h a keener 
jeiOHBibil^]; f^t ^^ ^be liberties of n gtetit and 
growing cofitkt^/ 

■ ' ", ' ' • .. . ■ ■ • ^ 

The attack commenced on the part of thf 
British troops. The Americans had the pre* 
caution^ in obedience to the orders of thek 
commanding officer, to reserve their fire till 
tb^ enemi^ had approached within ten or 
twel^erods^oftfteir works. They then began 
a well-directed and furious discharge, of smalls 
arms, which mowed down their enemies ip 
ranksi and occasioned a disorderly and precipi- 
tate retreat. Their officers rallied them with 
difficulty, and puslied them forward with thei|r 
swords, to a second attack. They were, in 
tlie same manner, put to flight a second tinM* 
With still greater difficulty they were forced b; 
general Howe to a third attack. 

By this time the powdei of the Americana 
b«gan to fail, and their redoubt was attacked 
oir<two sides. Under these circumstances^ a 
retreat wais ordered ; the left wing of the Ame^ 
lieali^; north-east of the redoabt, ftill contimi* 
^{^ih^ fij^^' ignorant of what bad taken placQ 

•A*' Ott 



oil the ri^^ till dili BiitUk^lwd lieailj^ mai^ 
rounded tbcni The retrMtwu^effeoMy -with: 
an inconsiderable loss^ considering tbe^greater 
part of the distance they had to pass was com- 
pletely exposed to the incessant fire of the Glas- 
gow nian^f-war, and two floating^batteriea. 
In this retreat Warren fell* 

During the heat of this bloody action^ by 
order of general Gage, Charlestovn was s^t 
on fire, by a battery on Cops' Hill, in Bos- 
ton, and a party from the Somerset man-of- 
war, lying in Charles River, and nearly four 
hundred houses, including six public buildings, 
were consumed, with their furniture, &c* Ta* 
lued by nineteen men, under oath, at one huo- 
dred and fifty-six thousand nine hundred pounids 
specie ; and two thousand persons reduced from 
affluence and mediocrity, to the most aggra* 
▼ated poverty and exile. 

The number of Americans engaged in this 
memorable action was only one thousand five 
hundred. There have been few battled in mo* 
dem wars in which, all circumstances consi- 
dered, tiiere was a greater slaughter of men than 
* in 



145 

in thia short engagement. The loss of the Bri- 
tish, as acknowledged by general Grage, amoun- 
ted to one dioosand and fifty-four men. Nine- 
teen commissioned officers were killed, and 
seTenty wounded. The loss of the Americans 
was serenty-seren killed, two hundred and se- 
venty-eight wounded and missing. 

The. dead} of major-general Warren, who 
four days before had rec^Ted his commission, 
and who, having had no command assigned him, 
fought this day «s a volunteer, was particularly 
and' greatly lamented. ^ To the purest pa- 
triotism, and the most undaunted bravery, he 
added the eloquence of an ^ccompUdied oratory 
and the wisdom of an able statesman." 
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No. IV. 

DORCHE8TBR UBIOirrS. 

On the twenty-second of February 1776, it 
was evident that some great preparations were 
on foot, in the American army, for some im- 
portant event. . Orders were received, in the 
hospital department, to prepare lint and ban- 
dages, to the amount of two thousand, for frac- 
tured limbs, and other gun-shot wounds. On 
the second of March, a very heavy dischai^e 
of cannon and mortars commenced from all the 
works at Cambridge and Roxbury, which con- 
tinued at intervals for two days. This, it«seems, 
was merely a finesse to draw the enemy's atten- 
tion to a wrong quarter. On the fourth, the de- 
signs of Washington were made known to the 
fittny, 

" The object in view," says doctor Thacher, 
" is now generally understood to be the occu- 
pying 
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pying and fortifjing of the advantageous lieighto 
of Dorchester. A detachment of our troops is 
ordered to inarch for this purpose this evenings 
and our regiment, with several others^ has receiv- 
ed orders to march at fo^r o'clock in the morning 
to relieve them. We are favoured with a full 
bright moon, and the night is remarkably mild 
and pleasant; the preparations are immense; 
more than three hundred loaded carts are in 
motion. By the great exertions of general 
Mifflin, our quart^r-master-general, the requi- 
site number of teams has been procured. The 
covering party of eight hundred men advance in 
front ; then follow the carts with the intrench- 
ing toids; after which, the working party of 
twelve hundred, commanded by general Tho- 
mas of Kingston ; next in the martial procession 
are a train of carts, loaded with fascines and hay, 
screwed into large bundles of seven or eight 
hundred weight The whole procession moved 
on in solemn silence, and with perfect order 
and regularity ; while the continued roar of 
cannon serves to engage the attention, and di- 
vert the enemy from the main object. 

'^ Ataboujt four o'clock pur regiopient followed 

to 
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however, diere are stroi^ reasons to supposei 
that they have only postponed their meditated 
work till another day. It is presumed that the 
martial fire, which has been enkindled in the 
breasts of our soldiery, will not be extinguished 
during the night, and that they will not rest 
quietly under their disappointment. Early in 
the morning of the sixth, our regiment was re- 
lieved from its tour of duty, and I bade adieu to. 
Dorchester heights, without being called to dress 
a single wound. Not more than two or three 
men were killed or wounded during the twenty* 
four-hours. 

'^ Some of the British troops were seen to 
embark, and pass down towards the castle 
last evening, to be in readiness, it was sup» 
posed, in conjunction with others, to attack 
our works this morning; but a most violent 
storm came on in the night, and still continuing, 
obliges general Howe to abandon his enter- 
prise ; and thus has a kind Providence seen fit 
to frustrate a design, which must have been at- 
tended with immense slaughter and bloodshed. 
General Howe must now be sensible of his ex- 
posed situation, and be convinced of the imme- 
diate 



151 



^ate necessity of evacuating the town of Bos- 
loo, if he would prevent the sacrifice of his fleet 



-and army 
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No. V. 

PATRIOTIC SACRiriCSS. 

'^ From whatever cause it proceeded^ it is cer- 
tain, that a disposition to do, to suffer, and to 
accommodate, spread from breast to breast, 
and from colony to colony, beyond the reach of 
human calculation. It seemed as thoiq;h one 
mind inspired the whole* The merchants pat 
far behind them the gains of trade, and cheer- 
fully submitted to a total stoppage of business, 
in obedience to the recommendations of men 
invested with no legislative powers. The col* 
tivators of the soil, with great unanimity, as- 
sented to the determination, that the hard-earn- 
ed produce of their farms should remain un- 
shipped, although, in case of a free exporta- 
tion, many would have been eager to have 
purchased it from them, at advanced prices. 
The sons and daughters of ease renounced 

imported 
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imported conveniences^ and voluntarily engaged 
to eat^ drink^ and wear^ only such articles as 
their country afforded. 

" These sacrifices were made/ not from 
the pressure of present distress, but on 
the generous principle of sympathy, with an 
invaded sister colony, and the prudent poli- 
cy of guarding against a precedent, which 
might, in a future day, operate against their 

liberties. 

• • ■ .■ I 

^^ The season of universal distress exhibited a 
striking proof how practicable it is for mankind 
to sacrifice ease, pleasure, and interest, when 
the mind is strongly excited by its passions. In . 
the midst of dieir sufferings, cheerfulness ap- 
peared in the face of all the people. They 
counted every thing cheap, in comparison with 
liberty, and readily gave up whatever tended to 
endanger it, A noble strain of generosity and 
mutual support was generally excited. A great 
and powerful diffusion of public spirit took 
pfacie* The animation of the times raised the* 
actors in these scenes above themselves, and 
excited them to deeds of seli-denial, which the 

VOL. II. H interested 
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interested prudence of calmer seasons can 
scarcely credit." 
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No. VI. 

EXECUTION OF CAPTAIN HALE. 

The particulars of this tragical events sanc- 
tioned by general Hull, who was knowing to 
them at the time, are thus related by Miss H. 
Adams, in her Histofy of New England. 

" The retreat of general Washington left the 
British in complete possession of Long Island. 
What would be their future operations, re- 
mained uncertain. To obtain information of 
their situation, their strength, and future move- 
ments, was of high importance. For this pur- 
pose, general Washington applied to colonel 
Kiiowlton, who commanded a regiment of light 
infantry, which formed the van of the American 
army, and desired him to adopt some mode of 
gaining the necessary information. 

'' Colonel Knowlton communicated this re- 

H 2 quest 
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quest to captain Hale^ of Connecticut^ who was 
then a captain in his regiment. This young of- 
ficer, animated by a sense of duty, and consi- 
dering that an opportunity presented itself, by 
which he might be useful to his country, at 
once offered himself a volunteer for this hazard- 
ous service. He passed in disguise to Long 
island, examined ev^ part of the British army, 
and obtained the best possible information re« 
specting their situation and future operations. 

'* In his attempt to return, he was apprehen- 
ded, carried before sir William Howe, and the 
proof of his object was so clear, that he frank- 
ly acknowledged who he was, and what were 
bis views. 

'' Sir William Howe at once gave an order 
to the provost marshal to execute him the next 
mornmg. 

** The order was accordingly executed in a 
most unfeeling manner, and by as great a savage 
as ever disgraced humanity. A clergyman, 
whose attendance he desired, was refused him ;» 
a bible, for a moment's devotion, was not pro- 
cured^ 
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cured^ though he requested it. Letters^ which 
on the morning of his execution, he wrote to 
his mother, and other friends, were destroyed ; 
and this very extraordinary reason given by the 
provost marshal, ' that the rebels should not 
know that they had a man in their army, who 
could die with so much firmness.' * 

'' Unknown to all around him, without a sin- 
gle friend*^o offer him the least consolation, 
thus fell as amiable and as worthy a young man 
as Amenca could boast, with this as his dying 
observation, ' that he only lamented he had but 
one life to lose for his country.' How superior 
to the dying words of J^Ark ! Though the man- 
ner of his execution will ever be abhorred by 
every friend to humanity and religion, yet there 
cannot be a question but that the sentence was 
conformable to the rules of war, and the prac- 
tice of nations in similar cases. 

'^ It is, however, a justice due to tlie charac- 
ter of captain Hale, to observe, that his motives 
for engaging in this service were entirely diffe- 
rent from those which generally influence others 
in similar circumstances. Neither expectation 

H 3 of 
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of promotion nor pecuniary reward,, induced 
him to this attempt. A sense of duty, a hope 
that he might in this way be useful to bis coun- 
try, and an opinion which he had adopted, that 
every kind of service necessary to the public 
good, became honourable by being necessary, 
were the great motives which induced him to 
engage in an enterprise^ by which his connee* 
tions lost a most amiable friend, and his coun- 
try one of its most promising suppofters. 

'' The fate of this unfortunate yoAig man 
excites the most interesting reflections. 

'* To see such a character, in the flower of 
youth, cheerfully treading in the most hazard- 
ous paths, influenced by the purest intentions, 
and only emulous to do good t9 his country, 
without the imputation of a crime, fall a victim 
to policy^ must have been wounding to the feel- 
ings even of his enemies. 

*' Should a comparison be drawn between 
major Andr6 and captain Hale, injustice would 
be done to the latter, should he not be placed 
on an equal ground with the former. Whilst 

almost 
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almost every historian of the American Revolu- 
tion has celebrated the virtues and lamented the 
fate of Andr6, Hale has remained unnoticed, 
and it is scarcely known that such a character 
jever existed. 

'' To the memory of Andr6, his country has 
erected the most magnificent monuments, and 
bestowed on his family the highest honours and 
most liberal rev^ards. To the memory of Hale, 
not a stone has been erected, nor an inscription 
to preserve his ashes from insult/' 



i. 
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No. VII. 

BATTLE OF TRENTON. 

^' Washington having obtaiDed information 
that the advanced party of the enemy, consisting 
of about fifteen hundred Hessians and Briti^i 
light-horse, under command of colonel Rahl, 
was stationed at the village of Trenton, con- 
certed a plan for taking them by surprise. For 
this purpose, he made choice of Christmas 
night, under the idea, that in consequence of 
the festivity, they might be less vigilantly guard- 
ed. At this time the whole force under his im- 
mediate command did not exceed three thou- 
sand men. At the head of about two thousand 
four hundred men, one division being com- 
manded by general Greene, and the other by 
general Sullivan, he crossed the river Delaware 
in boats, in the night of the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, during a severe storm of snow and rain. 
The passage of the boats was rendered ex- 
tremely 
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tremely difficult and hazardous by the ice, and 
part of the troops audcannoi^actually failed in the 
attempt. Having landed on the Jersey shore, he 
had nine miles to march, and he reached the vil- 
lage about seven o'clock hi the morning, witli 
such promptitude and secrecy, as to attack the 
enemy almost as soon as his approach was disco- 
vered. A smart firing ensued, which continued 
but a few minutes, when the enemy, finding them- 
selves surrounded, threw down their arms, and 
surrendered as prisoners. Colonel Rahl, the 
commanding officer, was mortally wounded, 
and seven other officers ^nrere wounded, and 
left at Trenton on their parole ; about thirty- 
five soldiers were killed, sixty wounded, and 
nine hundred and forty-eight, including thirty 
officers, were taken prisoners, amouotiog, in 
all, to one thousand and forty-eight* Of tiit 
contineslab, not more than ten, it if luppose^J, 
were killed and wounded. General Wa»hiri{^- 
ton' recrossed the Delaware the tame day m 
triumph, bringing off six excellent brans can* 
non, about one thousand two humired •rnsiU 
arms, and three standards, with a quantity oi 
baggage, &c. 

H 6 ti 'i'liu 
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'' This Tery bnUiant •achievement is highly 
honourable to the^cominander-in-chief, and to 
all that were engaged in the enterprise. We 
are sanguine in the hope, that this most auspi- 
cious event will be productive of the happiest 
effects, by inspiriting our dejected army, and 
dispelling that panic of despair into whicdi the 
people have been plunged. 

<< General Washii^ton allowed the Hessian 
prisoners to retain their baggage, and sent tbcan 
into the interior of Pennsylvania, orderii]^ that 
they be treated with favour and humanky. 
This conduct, so contrary to their expectations, 
excited their gratitude and veneratioa for dieir 
amiable conqueror, whom they styled ' a very 
good reM*'^ 

Thacher^s Journal, 
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Na VIII. 



BATTLB OF PRINCETON. 



'^ Aftbb hifl duccess at Trenton, general 
WasbiDgtODi .received considerable reinforce-* 
OKnts of troops from Virginia and Maryland, 
and some regiments of militia, which enabled 
bim again tP croas the Dela^rare into the Jer- 
seys^ and face the enemy. While at Trenton^ 
lord Comwallia advanced to attack bim, and a 
severe cannonade commenced. In the even<^ 
ing, general Washington ordered a great num- 
ber of fires to be lighted up, and leaving a 
sufficient number of men to keep them burning 
during the night, to deceive the enemy, stole a 
march, with his main army, taking a circuitous 
route, and, at nine o'clock the next morning, 
attacked three regiments of the British, who 
were posted at Princeton^ routed them, and 
drove them from their redoubts. 

^' By this masterly manoeuvre, the enemy lost 

H 6 about 
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about fite hundred, io killed, woooded, and 
prisoners. The loss on our side is very incon- 
siderable, in point of numbers ; but' we have 
to lament the death of brigadier-general Mer- 
cer, a brave officer, who commanded the Vir- 
ginia militia. The fact is published, that, after 
general Mercer surrendered himself, the ene- 
my, deaf to the voice of humanity^^bbed him 
with their bayonets, and, with the butt-end of 
a musket, battered and disfigured his face in a 
savage manner. * 

" It is to be remarked, that on this memo- 
rable occasion lord Cornwallis was completely 
out-geueralled ; while he was expecting to find 
the continental army at their lighted fires at 
Trenton, he was astonished and confounded to 
hear the firing occasioned by this same army, 
beating up their quarters twelve miles in his 
rear. His lordship immediately repaired, by 
a forced march, to Princeton, but arrived too 
late to retaliate on his vigilant antagonist, who 
had taken up his route to Morristown. Find- 
ing that the continentals were out of his reach, 
bis lordship proceeded, without hidting, to 
Brunswick. • 

^ Stratagemsk 
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" Stratagems io wary^'when wisely concerted, 
and judiciously executed, are considered as 
charactenzing a miiitarf genius of superior 
order, and is a quality of inestimable value in 
every commander. It is often exultingly re- 
marked in our camp, that Washington was 
bom for the salvation of his country, and that 
he is endowed with all the talents and abilities 
necessary to qualify him for the great under- 
taking. 

^^ The militia of Jersey, immediately on their 
being liberated from the control of the British, 
flew to arms, exasperated and stimulated by a 
recoUeotion of their sufferings, and have be- 
come their most bitter and determined enemies, 
and are very active and vigilant in harassing 
them on all occasions, keeping a continual 
watch, and cutting off small parties whenever 
opportunities offer. 

'^ It is gratifying to the army, that Congress 
have conferred on their generalissimo more 
ample powers, and appointed him Dictator for 
the limited term of six mouths ; to reform and 
new model the military arrangements, in such 

manner 
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manner as he may judge most advantageous 
for the public service* Much good is expected 
to result from this measure." 

Thacher'g Journal. 
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No. IX. 

CAPTURE OP PRESCOTT. 

'^ In the month of Julj 1777i lieutenant- 
colonel Barton, of the Rhode-Island militia^ 
planned a bold exploit, for the purpose of sur- 
prising and taking major-general Prescott, the 
commanding officer of the royal army at New- 
port. Taking with him, in the night, aboQt 
forty men in two 4>oat& with oars muffled, he 
had |)ie address to elude the vigilance pf the 
ships of war and guard-boats, and having ar-^ 
rived undiscovered at the quarter^ of general 
Prescott, they were taken for the sentinels, and 
the general was not alarmed till his captors 
were at the door of his lodging-chamber, which 
was fast closed. A negro roan, named Prince, 
instantly thrust his beetle head through the pmi- 
nel-door, and seized his victini while in bed. 
The general's aid-de-camp leaped from a win- 
dow undressed, and attempted to escape, but was 

taken. 
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takeiii aiid^ with the general, brought off in 
safety. 

** In repassing the water-guardS| general 
Prescott said to colonel Barton — * Sir, I did 
not think it possible you could escape the vigi- 
lance of the water-guards.' 

^' This is the second time that general Prescott 
has been a prisoner in our hands within two 
years* This adventure is extremely honourable 
to the enterprising spirit of colonel Barton, 
and is considered as ample retaliation for the 
capture of general Lee by colonel Harcourt. 
The event occasions great tjoy and exultation, 
as it puts in our possession an officer of^ equal 
rank with general Lee, by which means an ex,- 
change may be obtained. Congress resolved 
that an elegant sword should be presented to 
colonel Barton for his brave exploit. 

^^ It has been ascertained that general Howe 
has relaxed in his rigid treatment of general 
Lee, and conducted towards him in a mannor 
suitable to his rank. The Hessian officers, on 
whom retaliation had been inflicted, are also 

restored 
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restored to their former condition as prisoners 
of war." 

Thacher's Journal, 
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SIEGE OF FORT STANWIX. 

<< On the third of August 1777| colonel St. 
Leger^ and sir John Johnson, with a body of 
Britons, Canadians, tories, and Indians, in- 
vested Fort Stanwix, now Fort Schuyler, one 
hundred and ten miles from Albany. General 
Herkimer, with about eight hundred militia, 
was advancing to disperse this motley collec- 
tion, and to relieve the garrison ; but unfortu- 
nately he fell into an ambuscade, and suffered 
a considerable loss. Being himself wounded 
in both legs, he was seen sitting on a stump, 
and courageously encouraging his men, by 
which they maintained their ground, and did 
great execution among the enemy. Several of 
the Indian chiefs were slain by the first fire, 
which so disheartened the remainder, that they 
were thrown into the greatest confusion, and 
turning on the tones, and other white people, a 

warm 
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warm contention ensued between them^ and 
many of the whites were killed. 

'' Colonel GanseTort, the commander of the 
fort; sent out lieutenant-colonel Willet^ with 
two hundred and fifty men^ who bravAy routed 
the Indians and tories, destroyed their provi-* 
sions; and took their kettles^ blankets, muskets, 
tomahawks, deer-skins, &c. with five coloursj 
and returned to the fort. The brave general 
Herkimer soon died of his wounds, and one 
hundred and sixty of his militiamen, having 
fought like lions, were killed, besides a great 
number wounded. 

'^ St. Leger's victory over our militia was 
purchased at a dear price ; more than seventy 
of his Indians were slain, and among them a 
large proportion of their most distinguished and 
favourite warriors, and the survivors were ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied. 

'' The object of the expedition was far from 
being accomplished ; the commander did not, 
however, despair of getting possession of the 
fort; for this purpose he sent in a flag, de- 
manding 
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manding a surrender. He gready magnified his 
own strength — asserted that Burgojne was at 
Albany — and threatened that^ on refusal, his 
Indians would destroy all the inhabitants in the 
vicinity ; and so soon as they could enter the 
fort, every man would be sacrificed. Colonel 
Gansevort nobly replied in the negative, being 
determined to defend the fort at every hazard ; 
aware, however, of his perilous situation, he 
found means of sending to general Schuyler, at 
Stillwater, for assistance. General Arnold was 
now dispatched with a brigade of troops to at- 
tack the besiegers; but finding their force 
greatly superior to his own, be sent back for a 
reinforcement of one thousand light troops. 

"An object which cannot be accomplished by 
force, is often obtained by means of stratagem. 
Lieutenant-colonel John Brooks, an intelli- 
gent officer from Massachusetts, being in ad- 
vance with a small detachment, found one ma- 
jor Butler, a noted officer among the Indians, 
endeavouring to influence the inhabitants in 
their favour, and he was immediately secured. 
A nkn also, by die name of Cuyler, who was 
^ivoprMor 0^ a handsome estate In the vicinity, 
«•• " was 
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Mras taken up as a spy. Colooel Brooks pro- 
posed that he should be employed as a decep- 
tive messenger, to spread the alarm, and induce 
the enemy to retreat. 

'' General Arnold soon after arrived; and ap- 
proved 4ie scheme of colonel Brooks ; it was 
accordingly agreed that Cuyler should be libe- 
rated, and his estate secured to him, on the 
condition, that he would return to the enemy, 
and make such exaggerated report of general 
Arnold's force, as to alarm and put them to 
flight. Several friendly Indians being present, 
one of their head men advised that Cuyler's 
coat should be shot through in two or three 
places, to add credibility to his story. 

^^ Matters being thus adjusted, the impostor 
proceeded directly to the Indian camp, where 
he was well known, and informed their war- 
riors, that major Butler was taken, and that 
himself narrowly escaped, several shot having 
passed through his coat, and that general Ar- 
nold, with a vast force, was advancing rapidly 
towards them. In aid of the project, a friend- 
ly InTlian followed, and arrived about an hou» 

** after, 
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afteri with a confirmation of Ciiyler's re* 
port. 

'' This stratagem was successful ; the Indians 
instantly determined to quit their ground^ and 
make their escape : nor was it iu the power 
of St Leger and sir John, with all tii^ir art of 
persuasion, to prevent it. When St. Leger 
remonstrated with them, the reply of the chiefs 
was — * When we marched down, you told as 
there would be no fighting for us Indiatis ; we 
might go down and smoke our pipes ; but now 
a number of our warriors have been killed, and 
you mean to sacrifice us/ 

'^ The consequence was, that St. Leger, find^ 
ing himself deserted by his Indians, to the num- 
ber of seven or eight hundred, deemed his situa- 
tion so hazardous, that he decamped in the 
greatest hurry and (Confusion, leaving his tents, 
with most of his artillery and stores, in the 
field. General Arnold, with his detachment, 
was no^ at liberty to return to the main arnfy • . 
at Stillwater; and thus have we clipped the 

right wing of general Burgoyne. 

ft 
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'' lb the evening, while on their retreat, St. 
Leger and sir John got into a warm altercation, 
criminating each other for the ill success of the 
expedition. Two sachems observing this, re- 
solved to have a laugh at dieir expence. In 
their front was a bog of clay and mud ; they 
directed a young warrior to loiter in the rear, 
and then, of a sudden, run, as if alarmed, call- 
ing out—' Thetf are coming! they are coming !' 
On hearing this, the two comnuinders, in a 
fright, took to their heels, rushing into the bog, 
frequently falling and sticking in the mud, and 
the men threw away their packs, and hurried 
off. This and other jokes ware several times 
repeated during the night, for many miles." 

Thacher*8 Journal, 
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BATTLB Oa BBlfNINOTOM. 

■ ■•■■■ 

On Uie sixteenth of August I???, the Amen** 
cans under general Stark, defeated the British 
and Indians, under lieutenant-colonels Baum 
and Breyman, at Bennington, Vt. Stark di- 
vided his troops into three divisions, and ordered 
colonel Nichols, with two hundred and fifty 
men, to gain the rear of the left wing of the 
enemy, who was secured by entrenchments. 
At the satne time colonel Hendrick made a si- 
milar movement on the enemy's right wing^ 
while Stark attacked them in firont. 

The Indians, alarmed at the appearance: of 
being surrounded, endeavoured to make thcii! 
escapfl^in a single file between the two partiis^ 
with th^ir horrid yells and the gingling of cow 
belb. The flanking parties approached each 
other in their rear, and general Stark making m 

bold 
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boid and furious onset in fronts a general and 
close conflict ensued, and continued with more 
or less severity for about two hours. Though 
colonel Baum had nearly twice their numbers, 
and was defended by breastworks, the force 
opposed to them proved irresistible, forcing 
their breastworks at the muzzles of their guns, 
and obliging them to ground their arms, and 
surrender at discretion, so that the victory on 
our part was complete. We took two pieces 
of brass • cannon, and a number of prisoners, 
with baggage, &c. 

** This was no sooner accomplished, than 
colonel Breyman, with one thousand German 
troops, arrived, with two field-pieces, to rein- 
force colonel Baum, who had just been de« 
feated. General Stark's troops were now scat- 
tered, some attending the wounded, some 
guarding the prisoners, and still more in pur- 
suit of plunder, and all exhausted by extreme 
hunger and fatigue. At this critical moment, 
^colonel .Warner's regiment arrived, and the 
other troops being rallied, the whole were or- 
dered to advance. A field-piece had been 
taken from Baum in the forenoon, aad Stark 
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ordered it to be drawn to tlia sc^eee df.ttctkio ; 
but his men, having never aeen a caaoofi^ knev 
not how to load it ; the general dianoiintec^ and 
taught them by loading it himself. An action 
soon commeacedy and proved warm and dea* 
perate, in which both sides displayed the naost 
daring bravery^ till night approached^ when tiw 
enemy yielded a second tiaie in one daj to tbeir 
Yankee conquerors. The German troops, 
being totally routed^ availed themselves of the 
darkness of night to effect their retreat. 

*' The whole number of killed^ wounded, and 
prisoners, was nine hundred and thirty-four, 
including one hundred and fifty-seven lories ; 
of this number six hundred and fifty*foar are 
prisoners. Colonel Baum received a mortal 
wound, of which he soon aft^ died. Besides 
the above, one thousand stand of arm^, four 
brass field-pieces, two hundred and fifty dni^ 
goon swords, eight loads of baggage, and 
twenty horses, fell into our hands. The loaa 
on our side is not more than one bandred in the 
whole. 

^ Tim: officers and men engaged in tliia 
> splendid 
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splendid enterprise tneiit all the praise which a 
grateful eountry cell beetow; tbey fought diac»* 
plined troope, comf^etdy accoutfiedy Mrbiie 
ihey ifielded their ordinary firelocks with scarce 
ebayoneti aod^ iit 4rcft, witheqt canixMi. The 
con^equeoees must be most auspicious as^ re- 
speots e»r i^ire ki the nottbem departmetit. 
Btfrgoyne must feci the ctipping of another 
wing, and it must diminish his coii6dence tn- 
his sttccessfoj career. The event will also be 
productive of the happiest effects on the spirits 
of our militia, by increasing their confidence in 
their own prowess. 

" The following anecdote deserves to be no- 
ticed, for the honour of the person who is the 
subject of it, though his name has not been as- 
certained. A venerable old man had five sons 
in the field of battle near Bennington, and 
being told that he had been unfortunate in one 
of his sons, replied — * What, has he misbe- 
haved i did he desert his post, or shrink from 
the charge?' — * No, sir,' says the informant, 
' worse than that ; he is among the slain ; he 
fell contending mightily in the cause.'-—' Then 
1 am satisfied/ replied the good old man; 

I 2 ' bring 
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' bring him in^ and lay bim before roe, that I 
may beh<Jd and survey the darling of my souL' 
On which, the corpse was brought in, and laid 
before him. He then called for a bowl of 
water and a napkin, and, with his own hands, 
washed the gore and dirt from his son's corpse, 
and wiped his gapiug woaipdsi with a compla- 
cency, as he himself expressed it, which before 
be. had never felt or experienc^r 

7%ac4er'i JournaL 
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No. XII. 

BATTLB OP STILLWATBR, OR SARATOGA. 

** The American army, under the coounaiid 
of general Gates, in the vicinity of Stillwafer, 
in the county of Saratoga, state of New- York, 
attacked the enemy, under general Burgoyne^ 
on the nineteenth of September 1777. At 
about three o'clock, both armies being formed 
in a line of battle, the action became gOKnl, 
and the combatants on both sides ensccd ckot 
ardour and gallantry which shews a rliHiMsi 
tiou to conquer or die. The firiag, far abuiT 
three hours, was incessant, with covtiBaed tre-* 
mendous roar and blaze, filling the ^* H widi 
carnage and death. Few battles ks»e Spf n 
more obsUnate and unyielding— at 'Mk moC 
the Briti«h are orerpowmsd; bat, L^ ren^ 
forced, the Americans are bafled - ^^^ heiotf 
supported, and reKrwiag they tk/e%^ 
their advantages; tfae 
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alternately — the dead and wounded of both 
parties are mingled together. The British re- 
sort repeatedly to their bayonets without effect 
— the Americans resist, and foil their attempts. 

'' Captain Jones^ of the British artillery, had 
the command of four pieces of cannon, ^ich 
he conducted with great skill and valour till he 
fell, and thirty-six, out of forty-eight, of Us 
artillery*men, were killed ol* wounded ; his can^ 
non were repeatedly taken and retaken, but 
finally remained with the enemy, for tb« want 
of horses to bring them off. 

" During the engagement, a number of our 
soldiers placed themselves in the boughs of 
high trees, in the rear and flanks, and took 
every opportunity of destroying th^ British 
officers by single shot : in one instance, geoe^ 
ral Burgoyne was the object, but the aid'>de- 
camp of general Phillips received the hidl 
through his arm, while delivering a message Co 
Burgoyne; the mistake, it is said, was occa^ 
sioned by having his saddle furnished with rich 
lace, and was supposed, by the marksman, to 
be the British commander. 

"In 
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'* In tbe dusk of evening the battte tei*- 
minated, th^ British in one quarter silently re- 
Creatingy the Americans in another give way, 
and quit the long-contested field. Lieutenant- 
colonel Brooks^ with the eighth Massachusetts 
regiment, remaifcied in the field till about eleven 
o'clock, and was the last who retired. Major 
Hull commanded a detachment of three hun- 
dred men, who fought with such signal ardour, 
that more than half of them were killed or 
wounded. 

** The whole number of Americans engaged 
in this action, was about two thousand five 
hundred ; the remainder of the army, from its 
imfavourable situation, took little or no part in 
the action. The British have suffered a loss, 
aa is supposed, of more than five hundred in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. On the side 
of the Americans, sixty-four were killed, two 
hundred and seventeen wounded, and thirty- 
eight missing. Among the killed, are colonels 
Adams and Colburn, two valuable officers, 
much regretted. 

'' The victory on this important occasion is 

1 4 claimed 
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olaimed by the enemy, but the advantages are 
most decidedly on the side of the Americana: 
they were the assailants — ^they held their ground 
during the day-— and at the close retired to their 
encampment without being pursued. The royal 
army lay all the ensuing night on their arms^ at 
some distance from the field of battle." 

Thacher^i Journal. 
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RED BANK AFFAIR. 



" The Americans had erected several forts 
and redoubts on the banks of the Deluware 
River and on Mud Island, to guard against the 
passage of the British fleet up this river to Phi- 
ladelphia. In one of these forts at Red Bank, 
colonel Greene, of Rhode Island, was posted, 
with about four hundred men. General Howe, 
perceiving the great importance of reducing 
theaeworks, detached count Douop, an officer 
lield in high estimation in the royal army, with 
twelve or fifteen hundred Hessian troops, well 
supplied with artillery, to lake poasessioii of it. 
Having arrived near llie redoubts, he summoned 
the connnander to surrender, to which he re- 
solutely replied, he would defend the place to 
the last extremity. 

" Thia fort being originally conetructwf on a 
1 i large 
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large scale, it was found nece^ary to fun a 
line across the middle, and divide it into two, 
so that the external part was left without de- 
fence. Tlie Hessian commander ordered his 
troops to advance utider cover of the smoke of 
his cannon, and storm the redoubt ; they sbon 
gained the unoccupied part with loud huzzas 
on their supposed victory ; but on approaching 
the new lines within, where our troops- trbre 
stationed, the brave garrison poured on them 
such hot and well-directed fire for "about forty 
inittutes, that they were completely overpow<6i^ 
ed> and fled in every direction. Colonel Do* 
Hop, their commander. Was mortally Wouncfied^ 
and taken, and more than one hundred were 
kiiited on the spot, and a greater number 
wounded and prisotiera. The enemy retreated 
with great precipitation, leaving many of their 
Wounded on the road, and returned to Phila* 
delpfaia with the loss of one half their party^ 

*^ Colonel Greene, and his brave troops, ac* 
i|uired great honour for their gallant defence ctf 
the fort, which is a key to other posts oo the 
river. Congress have rewarded the colonel 
mith M elegunt swdrd* 
ar--- "The 




187 

; 'f The Britiah annj found it difficult to pro- 
<pme the necessary supplies in Philadelphia^ and 
the continental galleys and strong chevaux-de- 
frize in the Delaware^ rendered a passage of 
their ships up to ^ city almost impossible. 
Admiral lord Howe determined to attempt the 
removal of these formidable obstructions, and 
heij ordered six of his ships to engage in this 
aervioe. They were so jpnmercifully handled 
iyp our galley s« and fro^ Fort Mifflin, at Mud 
JAlaod,. that two of tbeoif one of aixty-four 
gttsi«, run aground,, and were set on fire by the 
oew£ who (deserted them, and soon after they 
lilt w up." 
,,..,. ThftcherU JournaL 
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^ Aft fitt Ike battle j|^vStiUwa|#r# tli< sittmiiott 

oi Gtfoeral Burgoyiie Jbecame^i^sjttprecaruHis. 

.His-Indiaa ftiailiarieft d«9ene4' daily; and bis 

iMW7» 9educ«d lo Uide BM>re thaa»fiv0.dK>ufafid 

W^^f wft* limited U> half Uieir usual .allowaAce 

;pfr {pjo^isions. His stock of forage wa$> <i9»» 

,lMr€lj<6xbai|Bl^ and bis horses were peiisUag 

in. great aumbers* The American army had 

|)|eicpipe so augmentedi as to render him diffident 

of ;qaakipg good his retreat. To aggravate his 

jdi^liress^ ^iO intelligeoce bad yet been received 

*of |h$ apffoach pf general Clinton^ or of ipiy 

.diversion in bis favour from New*York. 



*^ In this exigency,, general Burgojne resolved 
ip pxamine ibe possabiiity of dislodging the 
Americaas from their posta on tbei.l#i3;^j.i^y 
^bicl) aMana be woujUl he ^mbliisd ip r#lrefijt to 

the 
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the lakes. For this purpose he drew out fifteea 
hundred men, which he headed himself^ attend-^ 
ed bj generak Phillips, Reidesel, and Frazer* 
This detachment had scarcely formed, within 
less than half a mile of ihe American intrench^ 
mentS| when a furious attack was made 00 itf 
left; but major Ackhrtidi at the head of the 
British grenadier^, sustained it with great firoK 
tiess; ^^ The /lltBericans sooil extended ' their 
aUack along ^e whole front of the G^rmaii 
troops, wUeh were posted on the right of Ae 
grenadieiV'; and marched a bod; around their 
^aink, 16 prevent their Welreat. On this mowi- 
^tm^nt, the British light infuilry, with a part of 
•Ae twenty-fourth regiment, instaadj fosfatd, 
i^d cover the retreat of the troops into the 
tamp. Their left wing, in the mean time, 
overpowered with numbers^ was obliged tQ 
retreat, and would inevitably have been cut' tQ 
pieces, but for the intervention of ^the iaiM 
troops which had just been coteritig A» r0r 
treat on the right 

A/';- *•'.'. .; ■•. ."■• . V ■ J -> '■ • 

^- ' <f Tb^ whole detachment waa now under the 

< necessity ^f retiring ; but scarcely had the Bit«> 

liMt tt«K>|^ entered the lioes,t ^bM the Amerir 

cans., 
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eM8» fed byigMMid AfiM»ld> pressed fornettA, 
Mi, tmder a tremendoQs fire of gni{>et^hoit atid 
musketryy assaulted the works thronglioiit their 
whole extent from right to left. Toward the 
dose of the day, a part of the left of the Ame« 
rieans forced the intrenchments; and Arnold, 
with a few men, actually entered the works ; 
iNit his horse being killed, and he himself badly 
wonnded in the leg, they were forced out of 
them ; and it being now nearly datk) they de* 
sisted from the attack. On the left of Arnold's 
detathment, Jackson's regnnent of Massacha- 
setts, then led by lientennnt-colonel Brooks, was 
still inote snccessftil. It turned the right of the 
eiM?atnpment, and carried by storm the works, 
e^eupied by the German reserre. Lieutenant- 
c^rioftiet-Bfeymah Was killed ; and Brooks maini 
tftined the ground he had gained. Darkness 
put' an ^Ml'to the action : the adirantage of the 
Alllerieahs*#iB»Vte<iiirite. They kilted a great 
nthnb^ df tfi^'^riMiy ; made upward of two 
hundred prisoners, among whom were severed 
officers of distinction, took nine pieces of brass 
aftillery,^nd' the 'ienefHnpmeM of t O^rraan' 
br%ade> with all their eqtapage. Amoltg fUe^ 
st^'Of tfie enemy was general Frazer, an offi«> 
. »i'j ' cer 



k 



191 

cer of distingiHehed morit^ tvboM Ims was pur- 
tkularly regretted. The lo«0 of the Americtoi 
WAS iiicoaMderftfale. . :; y 

*' Gates poited fbtnrteeo hundred »en on Ibe 
heights opposite the £Qird of Saratoga, two 
thoueand in the rear, to prevent a retreat to 
Fort Edwaid^ and fifteen hundrnd at a. ford 
higher up* BuKgoyne, apprehensive of b^og 
hemmed iny r^red immediately to Saratoga* . i 

'^ An aftiBmpt was now made to retreat to Fori 
George. Artificers were aocordingjj disjiatQliT 
td, under a stfong escort) to repair the bridges^ 
and open the road to Fort Edward ; but thfigr 
were compelled to make a precipitate retreat# 
The aitufttioa of general . Burgoyne .bediming 
every hour more haaardous, he reeolved tOralr 
tempt a retreat by night to Fort iEdward ;^ b«ll, 
even thb retrogadexaoveniei^^fas rendef^d iaif. 
practieable* > > While the araay Watf jpref acn^ f» 
HBMrchy intelligenQe was reoetvedlhat the AlM* 
rieatu had aheady possessed tben^dtea <3iFqi% 
£d«ard> and that they were weU prowled UrMi 

i^.rii ' M ^ »•;,« ^T ■ ! •■: ■ . .'.?'•' ::■'.. • ■ ...• 
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", No avcDue to eacape now app< 
Incenmnt toil iiad worn down the whole Britisb 
atmy, wluch did not now contain more tbao 
three thousand five hundred fighting men. Pro- 
vitions were almost eihausted, and there were 
no possible means of procuring a supply. The 
American army, which wai daily iocreasin^, 
wae already much greater than the . 
point of numbers, and almost encirci^u i^ctu. 
In Uiis extremity, the British general c- ' j^ 
council of war; and it wa§ unanimous., I'g 
solved to enter into a convention with gene- 
ral Gates ; preliminaries were soon settled, 
and the royal army surrendered priaoDers of 



"The capture of an entire army was justly 
viewed as an event tlmt must essentially affeci 
the contest between Gruat Britain and America; 
and while it excited the liigliest joy among the 
people, it could not but have a most auspicious 
influence in the cabinet and in the field. The 
thanks of Congress were voted to general Gates 
and his army ; and a medal of gold, in comme- 
moration of this splendid achievement, was 
ordered to be struck, to be presented to him 



m 

bj^ tbe preiident^ in tbe name of the United 
^tes/' 

Holmttf American Jtmais. 
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No. XV. 

BBAMDYWINE AND OERMANTOWN. 

^* General Washington having ascertained 
that it was the great object of sir William Howe 
to possess himself of the city of Philadelphia, 
put in requisition every efFort in his power to 
counteract his measures for this purpose. His 
force during the whole campaign was consider- 
ably inferior to that of the enemy. Battles and 
skirmishing, of more or less importance, were 
frequent, but not decisive, though attended by 
no inconsiderable loss of human lives. 

" On the llth of September, the two armies 
approached each other in the order of battle, 
and a general action took place at Brandywine, 
in which the officers and soldiers of both ar- 
mies displayed a spirit of intrepidity and hero- 
ism, scarcely ever exceeded. The British claim 
the victory, but it was only a partial one ; and 

besides 



besides a prodigious Bacrifice of lives, they fail- 
ed in their main object, that of forcing their 
way to Philadelphia. It is stated that, from 
particular circumstances, little more than onc^ 
half of general Widiingtoo's force was opposed 
to nearly the whole strength of the enemy. 
Our loss is mentioned in round numbers at one 
thousand. The marquis de la Fayette and ge- 
neral Woodford vfere slightly wonnded* The 
losit of the royalbts, according to accounts 
publidied, greatly ezcoeda that of tha AmefW 



eant.'' 
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BUBNING OF »AllBUltT; OOHIIBCnCim ' 

^On the £6tb of April 17T7|'tfae ootondtis 
Tiyon^ at the head of two liMitoiakd' toriea «fid 
refbgeesi mardied to Dmbury, ^ tha^iMte df 
Comiecticuty where they burnt etghttteH libiiiN^* 
wUh their conteota, asd a rery valuable quaalil^ 
of atorea^ proiiaiona, and one thouaand MflStf^ 
hundred and nioety tenta. .■'■"'^ 

^ This wanton devastation alarmed the conn^ 
try, and the militia collected under major-ige^' 
neral Wooster, asiiated by Arnold and SUliman. 
A smart action soon enaned, and ccmtinueil^ 
about one hour^ in which our militia and a small 
number of continentals conducted with distin- 
guished bravery ; but being overpowered by a 
superior force, they were obliged to retreat. 

** The amount of stores destroyed by the 

enemy 



eoemy was very considerable^ but the loss of 
valuable officers and men is infinitely more im- 
portant. General Wooster was mortally wound- 
ed, and died soon after. Lieutenant-colonel 
Gould, and four or five other officers, were 
killed, and about sixty men were killed or 
wounded. Amotig the slain is doctor At- 
water, a respectable character, whose death 
is:greatly lamented, ^^ General Arnold had^ Ins' 
bprse shot under ihim, when within ten yards ol 
tbe «pemj,. und a soldier was advancing with^ 
filP^v bayonet towards him, wboi, with gresit^ 
pi)9se]^e of mind, he drew his pistol from hi¥ 
h^Bt&FBf and instantly shot him through the 
body. On the side of ||ie royalists, the loss, a» 
stated by general Howe, is one hundred and 
SQY/(Bnty-two, in killed^ wounded^ and missidg, 
bi^^by: other accounts it is much more consi-^' 
d^lible. Among their wounded is brigadiei>* 
gmi^ Agnew^ and two other field officers*'* ^\ 
iii^, Thachif^M Journals 
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No* XVII. 

FORTS MONTOOMBRT 4N1> CLINTON. 

** On the 6tb October 1777, tbe Bribsfa, under 
sir Henry Clinton and geaeital Vaughan, mio* 
oeeded in an assaylt on forts Montgomery and 
Qinton, on tbe western iMMik of the Hudson, n 
faw miles below West Point. These fortreaaen 
were defended by governor George CltiytOQ, 
and bis brother, general James Clinton, of New- 
York, having aboiit six hiuidred militiafnen, a 
force greatly inadeijpiate to the dtefeuce of the 
worksi 

*^ Tbe enemgr came up the river, Ismded, and 
appeared nnezpeetedly, and demanded a sur- 
render of the forts; which being resolutely re- 
fused, were taken by assault, though not with- 
out a firm and brave resistance. General James 
Clinton received a bayonet wound in his thigh, 
but be and the governor, with a part of the gar- 

rison. 
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ri«OD) m^Ao ibeir e«Gepe^ leaving about two 
hundred and fifty men kilted^ wounds and pri^ 
soners* The enemy suffered a ^vere iosd of 
three fieM oiRcers killed^ and their dediA and 
wounded id eetinoiiWed al about three htindred. 

^' Geiftetal PutnafA^ H'ho commaBded at 
Peekskili^ in the vicinity^ having a ttnall force 
only to guard tb^ deposit of stores, was obliged 
to retire, and the barracks, stores^ and provi- 
sions, to a fiery consklerable amount, Mi into 
tfie hands of the eMeoiy, and were destroyed. 
With wanton cruelty they set fire to the houses' 
and buildings of every destripti^, and spread 
nrin and devastation to the '^xteot of their 
power. To consutiimate their ^esftmctive 
scAieme, general Vaugban ^estroj^ed by conSa* 
gratipn the beautiful to^wn of EsofKis, with the 
church, and every otij^er building ift contained. 
Hbus we expeiiettce ^le horrid efie^etlB of malice 
and revenge ; where they cannot ^conquer, ^y 
wantonly exterminate and ^stroy. 

" They are well apprised of the di^strous 
and desperirte Mqation ^Ibeifr botethd general 
Burgo^ne, and if they 4tre not ratnrdh to bis 

relief, 
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tdief, ihey no cowardly retaliate by c 
tion with impunity. It u the prevalent opiaiofi 
here, that by talcii)|i[ advanta|e of wind and tide, 
it ii iu (he power of sir Henry Clintoo to ccM- 
vey his forces to ibis city within the space of 
five or BIS boura ; and having arrived here, a 
march of about twenty miles will carry bim, 
without opposition, to Stillwater, which mtiBt 
involve general Gates in inexpressible embar- 
raaimeut and difficulty, by placing him between 
two armies, and thereby extticatiDg Burgoyae 
from his perilous situation. We have been 
tremblingly alive to this menacing prospect, but 
our fears are in a measure allayed by the fol- 
lowing singular incident. After the captuie of 
Fort Montgomery, sir ileury Clinton despatch- 
a messenger by the name of Daniel Taylor, to 
Burgoyne with the intelligence ; fortunately he 
was taken on bis way as a spy, and finding him- 
self in danger, he was seen to turn aside, aad 
take something from his pocket and swallow it. 
General George Clinton, into whose hands he 
had fallen, ordered a severe dose of emetic tar- 
tar to bo administered ; this produced the hap- 
piest effect as respects the prescriber ; but it 
proved fatal to the patient. He discharged a 
small 
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snuiU silver buUet, which being uopcrewed, wai 
found to enclose a letter from sir Henry Clin«> 
ton to Burgoyne. — ^^ Out of tbine own mouth 
diou shalt be condemned/' The spy was tried, 
convicted, and executed.. The following is an 
exact copy of the letter enclosed : 



Fart Monigomety, October S, 1777. 
Noiif raid — and nothing between tis 
but Gates. I sincerely hope this little succesft 
of ours may facilitate your operations. In w- 
sw^r to your letter of the twenty«eighth )of Sep^ 
tember, by C. C, I shall only say, I tmtih&t 
presume to order, or even advise, for reasonis 
obvious. I heartily wish yoo iluccess. * 



Fa(ithfully yoorS; 



> 



o- 



" '-■ ' H. CciirTON. 
To General Burgoyne ^-^[Thaeher^i Journal y 
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CAPTURE OF MAJOR ANDR&. 

The treason of Arnold, and the consequent 
capture and execiilion of major Andr£, are 
eveolf that bame beei^ widelj circulated in all 
pafta of ifaa world ; but Ibfs fpUpwing extracts 
firoDA Ihe '' l4fe aiid Qmef^gi^^ce of general 
Ofee$ifi/' tofoXsm fevecai ^dcy^i^jp^l &ct9, wbifch 
oannot fail of being jread with interest. 

'' It was whm WasbiiigtoD Wiai ofn his in^icti 
to KingsbridgiB, with H lUf w to the attempt on 
New-Yorky ^d when he had mustered every 
npan who couU e^irj a musket, that he placed 
Arnold in command of a corps of invalids at 
West Point. The commander-in-chief had of- 
fered him a command suitable to his rank and 
reputation in the army; but he made the un- 
healed state of his wounds, and some other 
causes, the pretext for declining it ; for his ne- 

gociations 



goqiatioDft for the surrender of Wea^ Poiot Im^ 
already pommeDced, or been consummatedly 
and he made interest to obtfdp that appoint- 
ment 

Greiene wa$^ in cppio^s^ of the An^ericap 
army^ at the tppe ^qi>I4's treachery was de- 
teqted. Soqq after the relinq,uishnient of the en- 
terpris^j^ain9t ^^w-Yorl^ a qa^e^pg was cqpr 
Q^rted to takie place hetweea the Ameacan 
coq:)mand^-ip7cbi^f, ai^ the Fr<^nch ipilitajry 
and pa.val.poKnniaaqlers^ Hartford> oa the Qqa- 
Q^II^^QMt.riv^^w^a. the place assigned for t^eir 
.niii^t|ng» -*nd ite <Hye^t W|»» t9 conyult on their 
firture jjOipj^ Qp^^twsw. 

Dpon th? 4^p§rmre 9/ W^rf^iwg^??!. Q^^f^Jf 
Yi^ fko^ in cofli^i^d of ^ fi^^ ffofji. 
This wqtft pn thf ufive^te^^tli of Sep^egibef. jpa 
th% leigb^iMb, *4wral Rod^fB]; ^r^^^d wi^ 
such an overwhelming reinforcement to the Bfi- 
tish navy, as must have set the consultations at 
Jlartfori ^l ^t nought. Frpnp t^at ^mc, 
Qreeqe!^ jQPJcninuQicat^;}^ tP fhp president of 
jcw&Pf^ Ji^» Ml 9f d^e }iurj:i^d preparati^^ 
going on at New-York for spn^e ifpppiit^nf ,eii- 

K 9 terprise* 
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terpnse. Little did he or any other suspect 16 
what poiDt that enterprise was directed. It ap^ 
pears that he had established a regular commu- 
nication for obtaining intelligence from the city^ 
by spies ; 2nd his correspondents in that place 
Vfere at a loss whether the expedition was in- 
tended against lUiode Island or Virginia. . Td 
one or the other of those places the enemy had 
been careful to throw out hints^ or exhibit ap* 
pearances that the expedition was directed ; yet 
Greene was not deceired ; for in a letter of the 
twenty-first, to general Washington, he writes—^ 
** Colonel communicated the last intel- 
ligence we have from New- York ; since that I 
have not been able to obtain the least informa- 
tion of what is going on there, though we have 
people in from three different quarters. None 
of them returning, makes me suspect some se- 
cret expedition is in contemplation, the success 
of which depends altogether on its being kept a 
secret." 

This letter b dated atTappan; for to that 
place he had been directed by general Wash- 
ington, on his departure for Hartford, to remove 
a division of the army. 

On 
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On the 23d, tbe whole mystery was deve- 
loped by tbe capture of major Andr6« He bad 
nsceoded tbe river in tbe Vulture sloop-of-war, 
to*4iold a personal conference witb general Ar- 
nold. Tbe Britisb commander bad become 
sensible tbat no time was to be lost ; as most 
probably, on tbe return of Washington from 
Hartford, be would . assume tbe command in 
person, at West Point, or confide it to Greene. 
The present, therefore, was the most favour- 
able time that would ever present itself; the re- 
cent movement of the army nearer that place, 
excited to despatch; and the arrival of Rodney 
gave tbe enemy the command of such abundant 
fneans of water transportation, without exposing 
jthe city to a coup de main from the French and 
American forces, that the British .commander 
would have been culpably negligent not to have 
embraced it. Andr6 was accordingly despatch- 

• 

led to make the final arrangements for consum-p 
mating the treachery of Arnold. 

Tbe well-known object of Arnold's nego- 
tiation was to put Clinton in possession of the 
post at West Point. < This is a beautiful little 
plain, lying on the west b]^lk of the Hudson, a 

K 3 little 



Ittile bekm mhkre it hte^B llirotig^ 1M irbain 
ilf moiitiUnis called the Hi^latids. hk fordi 
is nearly cirturar ; m ohe half ^f its ciitiiiiil«^ 
rence, d^Feiid^ by H pttdpice of great li^lit, 
risitlg nbrtt^yfly from the riVef ; atid on the otlW, 
by a diain bf rugged impassiAle -motrataitis. 
It 18 acCeMbfe by 6ne pass bnfly fit>tn the riter^ 
knd tUt iti ntorow, atad ieasSy dcfeiaded ; 'wbHe, 
on the land side^ it can be approached only at 
two poiirts, by roads that wind through die 
toibocrtaio^^ and elst^ it iict tiietl^t%iiQk^ on ifae 
nbrdi atid soliAi. 

Great importance had -ahi^ys bb^ti ittachett 
fo this post by the AmericMs, and j^e^ hibotkii' 
iitid ezpebce bestowed trpbh fbrtifyihg it; whe- 
ther jndilciousty or to good ejffect, fat^ lib^r^ h^^en 
tested. But the pkee is iiatiMHy sc^ift% ti^ 
itSlMe, v^ healthy^ iM idiamzn&a 'S^ tmt, 
throughout a long circuit diat It 8trfe66facf!^ i^kd 
the point, and where it is deep and reiry nar- 
row. 

" * * . f ' - . . . I . " " "•. 

liiie NidMi Ifi^ mS ii6ng b^ti «d- 1^^^ 

mri^ad die eheiaj obtained ^8i»Ji6ii of Mb 

post. 



po8ty besides the actual losa in m^ aod storejSj 
the Americap army would have been pat off 
from their priticipal resources m the, efiisuing 
mnter, or been obliged to fall hack above the 
Highlands^ and leave all the country below 
open to conquest; while ike coinqiiuiiication 
betweea the eaistera ftod wefiteru states would 
have, beeo aerioudy.interruptedi if , not wholly 
excluded. 

Arnold well knew the bearing of this post 
upon all the operations of the American ar^ny, 
and afterwards avowed fais confident expecta* 
A^n, that had the enemy got possession of it, 
•due contest must have ceased, and America 
been subdued. Clinton^ it appears, also well 
ttiiderst^od the value of this pla/ce : and it is 
probable^ that the purchase of U had, been ar- 
ranged widi Arnold 9om^ months prior to the 
detxrction of the plot. 

» • 

tt was well remembered afterwards^ that he 
Itad intrigued for some time to get appointed to 
ttiacomnuodpiiotonly in person, but trough the 
4igeocy of ihi&liiend^ in congress and >he army ; 
atid the activity whioh be displayed in making 

K 4 his 
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his escape, and afterwards, as a Gommander qih 
der Clinton, support the belief that the pain 
and weakness from his wounded legs, on which 
be founded his claims to a command suited to 
an invalid, were in a great degree affected. In- 
deed, in one of his publications, he acknow- 
ledges, that he had long retained his commission 
only to find some opportunity to inflict such a 
blow. 

Tlie derelopement of Arnold's plot was com- 
municated to Greene, by a letter^ from colonel 
Hamilton, dated Verplank^s Point. It waa re- 
ceived the evening 'of the twenty<^fiftb. The 
object of the preparationii in New-York imme- 
diately became palpable ; and, without delay, 
be made every disposition for mardiing to the 
defence of West Point : so that when general 
Washington's order reached him, at a quarter 
past three, on the morning of the twenty-sixlii, 
the whole army had already been put under 
marching orders. The drst Pennsylvania bri- 
gade, under Wayne, had been first put in mo- 
tion ; so that it actually fell to the lot of Ahdr6 
to find the * warrior-drover Wayne'^ in cOQi* 
fliand, when he was delivered a prisoner at the 

village 
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village of TappaQ^ But W.styne did not sit in 
the board of officers who tried, him; perhaps 
. ffQm consideration^ of /delicacy ;^there may have 
remained something of personal . irritation ; the 
wounds of the pen last longer than those of the 
QWord. 

f . _ • . . < 

It is very wdl known that major Andr6 wi|s 
taken near a place called Tarry Town, on the 
east side of the Hudson, where it forms Haver- 
stiraw Bay* Ten years ^afterwards, the large 
vsycamore near which he was taken, was shown 
to the traveller ; and the incidents at his cap* 
tare were familiarly known to, and related by 
every inhalntant in the village. ; Paulding, Wil- 
liams, and Van Wart, who captjured him, were 
poor, but reputable men, and exhibited a strik- 
ing instance of disinterestedness and fidelity. 
Andr^ offered them large bribes, but they were 
not to be corrupted, and conducted him a pri- 
soner to colonel Jameson, who commanded a 
scouting party on that side of the river. 

The circumstances attending the capture of 
Andr6 are differently related by the different 
authors who have written on the American war. 
: k5 They 



tliey 1N^ ^11 tNHtect «b far lyiitbey g^^ 'liiit 

^"pme it tte ^up|iKMi0d %«nt of tf^f^^fMiMaridii 
ito 8d brt^e a iMNi a» Andr^ 
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The British artny in New* York was, ttt-tbat 
timey supplied with beef, principally through 
die Hid of a ebw of men, whb obtained th^ ap- 
pellation of Cowboys. They were a species 
of siittlers, or dealers in liVe 'itoek/who, being 
wdl acquainted with the roads and pdises, pie- 
netrated hito the ccmnkty, and either stole or 
finrchased cattle, which ^they secretly drore 
4ntb the eil^tby's lines. Besides watching the 
inOvebichts of the Memy, one priiiie|id^ object 
for detaching Juilieson to that quarter was, to 
(Iheck the prosecution Of this trlid^ or practice. 
Tor this purpose, sttiidl icduting pitftieft i/i^re 
bccanonally pushed bdyMd the Amiticttttpoats, 
to recbi]n(ittre ftie intierjisc^nt country between 
their posts Hud those ^f t^ eneby : and ms 
the cattle tak^ti from the Ctbt^boys, iiq)eis sto- 
len, were held to be prize of war — and it was 
an object wUh the Wisll-atf^^t^d to Wippr^s a 
't^racbbe wUch ekp6s«a tlibir sUMck todqimb- 
iiotis'-^snidll vdltinfeer pln^ties Occationally Way- 
laid 
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laid the roads for that pttrpoae. Of .thia di^ 
scription Mi^ere the captors of Andr^, ^bo, afb9r 
the Aitigiie of f rosecutiiig tfadr dnterpme, bad 
sieated dietMebes under tfais^ree, ina^iluaticm 
retired from the view of travellers apffroacfaing 
along the road. It is said that thej were en- 
igiKged in 9 gatiie at cards, when the Iread of 
ihidr^VhoUse attracted their notice. 

*The station tfiejr bad taken was in view of a 
point where lieverdlroacb unite near the village, 
tiini Atidr6, w4)k> was^visifole to the party. before 
'die^ were visiUe to him, was engaged in. ex- 
amining -a sketch of the route, no doubt to de- 
termine which of theroads in his view he ought 
to follow. 

At the first rustling of the leaves made bj^ 
'die motian of the party in ambush, bp precipi- 
tately thrust the tpap^r he wtf s examining into 
his boot, on the opposite side of his horse from 
that on which the party appeared. This was 
nbticed by one of the party, and led to the ex- 
amination which produced ibe detection. On 
being Mopped, he resumed his composufe, and 
exhibited the pass from Anicdd, on whfeh lie 

K 6 had 
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bad tbiit far succeeded in cleariog the Ameii* 
can poaU and palrok ; and the partj had aU 
ready released his bridle, when one of them in- 
quired what he bad done with the paper he was 
leading ? 

An indistinct view of the dangerous dilemma 
in which the question involved him, produced 
in Andr6 a momentary hesitation ; his embar- 
rassment was noticed by the party, and mMe 
them resolve again to detain him. Knowing 
that the pass from Arnold would not avail him, 
after the discovery of the contents of his boot, 
Andr6 then desired them to tell him truly, whe* 
ther they were *^ from above or below ?" and 
on their answering '' the latter," which was 
consistent with the truth in fact, though not in 
the sense he meant it, which was, whether they 
wpre whigs . or tories, he acknowledged himself 
\Q be a British officer, on urgent business, and 
begged them not to detain him. 

On their persisting to detain him, the whole 
extent of his danger burst , upon him, and he 
liberally tried the persuasive, voice of gold. 
But though'he had just witnessed, that one in a 

much 
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much more elevated rank bad lent a propitious 
ear to similar arguihentSy be found these honest 
yeomen were not to be corrupted. Until then^ 
he had learned, that it is at last in the integrity 
of the well-informed yeomanry of a country, 
that the strength and security of every free 
government is to be found. Wo to diat govern^ 
ment which ever suffers this dass of men to 
remain in ignorance, or be exposed to corrnp- 
tion ! 

■ 

Upon searching the boot into which the paper 
had been thrust, a plan of West Point, the 
strength and disposition of the garrison, and 
other suspicious papers, were discovered ; and 
Andr6 was immediately conveyed to the head^ 
quarters of colonel Jameson* 

• • • ■ • ' ' . 

By this time, it appears, that Andr^ had com- 
pletely recovered his self-possession, if, indeed, 
he had ever lost it; and he had the ingenuity 
to play off on Jameson a rtise de guerre, to 
which the partiality of his friends, and the feel- 
ings of his admirefs, have managed to give a 
character which it by no means merits. 



He 



iTc ppettt3ed'dii:J«tBet<lii to despatch a liote 
ID ArfeoMy iiAirflihig Um tbat Jobti AndenKm 
J^Uk kM ADdff(-s MfVOMd mme) was taken. 
Vtm 'has bemk tconstnied into a magoalunious 
adbrtto watt AtboU^ wfaneas k was obviousi^ 
if an iagenious iartsfiee lo sihre himself. And 
ik BNist <hln« aneceeded^ bad not the former, 
fislead tf taldng ilbe luAt as it was intended, 
^t^rified by his Gcmdiict the trite adage, " there 
is no faith among the dishonest," by immedi- 
ately transferring all his attention to his own 



Arnold ooiild (easily haye4leBp(atohed an order 

!fo Jatoeson- to release Aadi^ or bsive adopted 

A simne iiictioti 'or plan for gMtiog him iato his 

own hands, for the puifpos^ of giving him his 

liberty^ and thus have escaped with him. Ja- 

iMson dbviansly (Entertained no suspicion of 

.JInioU,>by'sendmg hi#i tUa Message: and by 

die time that ielapaed before he forwarded to 

'Ipeneral Wariiington <be papers found upon 

-Jlndr^, it is clear that he waited for soaie'cdm- 

nimiicatioh from Arnold, with regard to the 

future fate of John Anderson. 
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..It is oiriom to contei^plate the good for- 
to«e of Ais iDteare^ing jouog man^ in the far 
Youfftble fieiv8 which wrker# of both nationf, 
iadeed an who hsive ever noticed Uniji have 
taken 6f hia <eoi]duct; but suqh is the effect 
of excited feeliog upon the judgment of man- 
kiod^ or perb^fii^ «Ucb the proclivity of man to 
foltow a popttlfU*. leadeiv wd to iivoid the (per- 
plexity of reflection. The breathing pen of 
colonel Hamilton w4^ generously employed in 
desciibing the m^nanimity 'with which Andrl 
met death ; the direction once given to pub- 
lic opinion h^s been followed, '^ nothing loth/' 
and every sUbsequetit writer has vied with his 
predecessor in repi'esenting Andre's conduct in 
the most favourable <30lour8. The stern mo* 
raKst, who, knowing that first to pity, then to 
phlliate, -then to imitate, is too often the course 
dirough which vice and error Iteal on spcie^ 
pi>esumes, in such a cas0 as ihisy to exclaim — 
^' Pause and refiiect/' will Jbe more apt to in- 
cur the frowns than the plaudits of his cotem- 
poraries. But there is a time of life when a 
writer may no longer feel the undue influence 
of popular applause. . 

Andr6 
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- Andrt has also been greatly extolled for bis 
teagnanimity^ in commumcatiDg to general 
Washington his real name and character, by 
tfie express which conveyed to the commander- 
in-chief the papers found upon him. But what 
else remained for him to do? His life was 
clearly forfeited ; and in die character of John 
Anderson, he must have suffered, '' unpitied 
and unwept,** the summary and ignominious 
death of a spy, or been detected as mi^r An- 
dr6, with a falsehood on his lips* His only 
chance of escape was to declare bis real cha- 
racter, and place himself under the protection 
of the circumstances under which he alleges 
that he came within the American posts ; or 
perhaps, to interest the feelings or the fears of the 
American commander in his behalf. : His letter 
contains one passage which serves as a plain de- 
^elopement of his motives in writing it — It W€ls 
to save his own life, by exciting fear for that 
of others, Tlie passage alluded to is the fol- 
lowing — ** I take the liberty to mention the 
condition of some gentlemen at Charleston, 
who, being either on parole, or under protec- 
tion, were engaged in a conspiracy against tis : 
though their situation is not similar, they are 

objects 
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objects who may be sent in exchange for me, 
or persons whom the treatment I receive might 
affect." 

it is truly astonishing, that the ungenerousi 
character of this paragrapfar'has never been pro«t 
perly animadverted apon. Who these '^ gen- 
tlemen at Charleston" were, is afterwards more 
explicitly declared, in Arnold's letter to general 
Washington, of the 1st October: — '^ I hate 
farther to observe, that forty of the principal 
inhabitants of South Carolina have justly for-* 
feited their lives, which have hitherto been 
spared by the clemency of his excellency m 
Henry Clinton, who cannot in justice extend 
his mercy to them any longer, if major Andr6 
suffers, which, in all probability, will open M 
scene of blood, at which humanity will re- 
volt" 



Thus it appears that Andre's faint was ^gree<i> 
dily caught at by Arnold ; and sir Henry Clin- 
ton himself, in his communications, very plain- 
ly hints at the same thing. 

. * 

Yet nothing could have been more base and 
* dishonourable 
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diihowMiniUe Ibao the attempt to save bis for- 
feited life, by drawiog down rtiia upon a num- 
ber of innocent men, who, after bravely resist- 
ing the enemy, had surrendered on terms that 
had been most dishonoarably evaded. The as- 
sertiDii alio contained in Andre's letter^ that the 
praoners alhided to had engaged in a oonspi- 
mcfj ihis abscdirtely destitiita of truth ; as it 
kasivdl knowfl^ thM every indnidittd of dhpse 
pfiwniBrs had, finom the £rst, courted and defied 
inwstigalioQ ; tad there existed jbo cause Sat 
their ccnufinemdnt at St* Awgustine, lo whitii 
pbee ihty had been removed, but the pre- 
valence of an opinion diat their influeaoe 
kept others from accepting of the king's pro^ 
lbc6on, the iUibend auggestions of some of the 
byslisis, who jioiM not bear the reproachful 
looks of those whom ihey had deserted, and^ 
above all, the convenience of retaining stieh 
respectable hostages, to cover such men as Ar- 
feoM and Andr^. 

The introdnctoiy paragraph also, to Andre's 
letter, cannot be dismissed widiout a remarks 
It is in these words : — 

" What 
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/«« What I h9^ iikym9tkijxfti€itrtAhgmj9elf, 
^k^ in the justifiable dittempt t& he extricated, 
i iiii t60 iittle accustomed to duplicity to have 
sdlfiteeded/' {That i» to say, I have hitherto 
b^ doing what ho ttiati who Mifteiendy vaioea 
thi^ obligation of trtith ^iMi\i do, or at lba#t €x^ 
po^ hifliself to the daifger of being obl^CMl to 
^, even fcv '^ the justifiable atteni|»t to be ex^ 
tritated]. '^ i hive -bMierto 4lealt but nothing 
bttl'falselioods i ^m, for ^^iitx>f practice, my 
iihtaeM ttAh me." 

In the first place, this paragraph is uncandid ; 
ibr tf hid dis^iftse botlld «Qy longer haif« availed 
hilM^ lie #bald have retained it; in tiie next 
yMce, there it yi6 MiaU canae to believe thilt 
ttis was tidt the firattime io which major An<fa^ 
iMd played off the practical ftdsehoodof <a8sum- 
ifufg a dibgniae, and acting tte epy. 

It is 1)elie?ed by tifauy, that in the diaiwaer 
ttf ia spy, he had been greatly instrumental, in 
ifiif^l^g in captivity the terf men whom lie 
lidNir wi^ed to involve in tbe horrors of relate 
liatic^ti. 
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Let poUlical expedienej disguise it as it may, 
«tiU the character of a soldier- cannot be blended 
with that of a spy, without soiling the pure er- 
mine of the former. And however his sove- 
reign may applaud and reward the officer wbo 
tempts his enemy to treachery, there is some- 
thing so foul in the constitution of the crime, 
that we cannot look upon him who seduces 
another to the commissioQ of it, but as the in- 
stigator or propagator of crime. The breath 
of treachery gives a taint to the reputation <^ 
the man who but holds converse with it. 

Indeed, there appears to have been a com- 
bined attack upon morals made by all the par^ 
ticepi crimifUs in this black transaction. One 
can hardly read with patience the letters of 
Clinton, Robertson, and Arnold, boldly insisting 
that Andr6 was not punishable as a spy, be- 
cause he came within the garrison under the 
sanction of a flag, or under the protection of 
the commander, although, in fact, with that com- 
mander he was concerting measures to get pos- 
session of the post where that officer command- 
ed; that he was himself innocent, because, h^ 
had prostituted the usual protection of innocent 
:...'i and 



sisi 

and honourable purposes to the perpetration of 
like basest treachery. And to complete the 
ridicule of the scene^ the chief justice of the 
state is brought upon the carpet to support this 
holy doctrine. 

This was at a conference which was held by 
appointment at King's Ferry, between general 
Robertson and general Greene, on the subject 
of Andre's treatment. Robertson brought 
with him from New- York, chief-justice Smith 
and the lieutenants-governor, to support him in 
the argument ; but whether it was that the man 
of the sword was afraid to encounter the man 
of the gown in argument, Greene would not 
suffer Smith to land ; and tlie conference result* 
ed in nothing but mutual confirmation in pre- 
existing opinions. On the second of October 
Andr6 was executed as a spy on a gibbet, at 
the village of Tappan, where the principal part 
of the army was then encamped. 

As his case was one of many novel features, 
and threats of retaliation had loudly resounded; 
general Washington did not order his execu- 
tion summarilyi as by the laws of war he would 

have 



have been juf tified to do^ bi^t commanded a 
board of general officers to be convened, and 
submitted the case to their consideration. 

Greene was appointed to preside, and colo- 
nel John Laurens was present in the capacity 
of jttdge-advocate-general, which station he 
held in the army* La Fayette and Sfeeujb^ 
were members of the court; and if dignity, 
worth, and service, can give weight to the de- 
cision of a court, never was one constituted 
more worthy to be respected. There were in it 
six major-generals and eight brigadiers. Thojr 
were unanimously of opinion, that Andri must 
suffer as a spy.'' 



THE END. 
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